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Trade and Commerce of that Colony, 
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His Royal Highnefs 
Bhd Bik ot © 
Prince of Wales, &c. 


sthhes Bow 
HE Concern which Your 
B@. Royal Highnefs has, on 
all _Occafions, been pleafed to 
exprefs for the Trading Part 
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DEDICATION 


of this Nation at Home, and the 
juft Defire You have to be inform’d 


‘of the State of the Colonies and 


Plantations Abroad, encouraged me 
to beg leave, that I might prefume 
to publifh the following Hiftory 
under the Aufpice of Your Royal 


Highnefs's Name and Proteétion: 


Wuen a great Prince condefcends 


“to countenance the Interefts of the 
“Merchant, and to compaffionate the 


laborious Condition of the Planter, 
he wifely confiders how much it de- 
pends on thefe Mens Induftry, to 
find out the neceflary Means of in- 


riching the Commonwealth, * and 


fupporting 























DEDICATION. 


{upporting the .juft AEPOREY of 


the State. 


Lert the powerful Influence: of 
that noble and generous Difpofition, 
which inclines Your Royal Highnefs 
to do Good to All, rivet the Affec- 
tions of the People of Great-Britain 
to Every Branch of that moft II- 
luftrious and Royal Houfe, from 
which You are defcended ; that this 
Nation may rejoice in the Profpect 
of a Race of Princes, inheriting the 
Virtues which infpire You, Great 
Sir, and Your Royal Confort the 
Princefs, with every Thing that 
tends to PROMO and complete the 

| Happinefs 
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DEDICATION. 


Happinefs of a brave and free Peo- 
ple. Tam, with profound Refped, 


SLR, 





Your Royal Flighnefs’s 
Moft Dutiful, Moft Hille 


and - Moft piano Seectueat | 


W. KEITH. 








ER. 


to explain the Hiftory of a Country, than an 
exact and complete Map, to which the Reader has 
continual Occafion to have Recourfe, and that thofe 


here prefented are the lateft and beft of the Kind 


that could be got ; yet it muft be own'd, they are 


not fo perfect as could be wifbed, becaufe to make 
an exaét and careful Survey of a large Country, 
is fuch an expenfrve and laborious Work, as can 
only be executed by Order, and at the Charge of 
the Public. Wherefore it is to be hoped, That as 
the Britifh Plantations on the Continent of America 
are daily increafing, both in Extent and Value, the 


| public Spirit which influences the Conduct of the 


Legiflative Body, will fome time or other induce 
them to enable His Majefty to give proper Di- 
rections, That the feveral Governors may caufe 
exatt Surveys to be made of the Colonies, over which: 
they refpettively prefide. 
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THERE is.one thing more, for which Iam 
forry there fhould be any Occafion to make an 
Apology, namely, The Want of a diftintt and 
particular Account of the Exports and Imports in 
Trade, to, and from Virginia ; for after a moft 
affiduous and re/petlful Application to the proper 
Offices, from whence thefe Accounts only can be had, it 
was told me,in a very civil Manner, That.fuch Things 
could not be granted without Orders from Above ; 
which I had no Room to expeé?, becaufe I could not be 
favoured with Acce/s to view the Books and Papers 
relating to the Plantations in any of our public 
Offices, or to receive the leaft Affifiance of that Kind 
in the Profecution of this well-intended, and (as it. . 
is prefumed) ufeful Work. a) 
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Pize 31. Line 5. for to, read of. Ibid. 1. 6. after all, add to. . p. 34, 
1. 20. for compared, read computed. p- 54. 1.18. for Weftward; read 
Eafiward. p.135. 1. 2. read former Adminittration. 
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A GENERAL 


INTRODUCTION 
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BritisH Plantations. 


Tc Accounts hitherto publifhed of the Briti/h 


Colonies in America having been found imper- 

fect and deficient in many Things, of which it 

has been thought: neceflary that the Public thould be truly 
and more fully inform’d; we have, at the Defire of fome 
Perfons of Honour and Worth, undertaken to give a faith-. 
ful Hiftory of the Settling and Improvement of the Britifh 
Plantations, with proper Remarks on their Trade and Go- 
vernment, for the better Satisfaction of thofe, who have 
both the Inclination and Power to inrich the State, and 
fupport the Honour and Dignity of the Crown of Great 
Britain, by an extended and well-regulated Commerce. 
And although this Hiftory may not infpire fuch lofty Ideas, 
as are calculated to form the Warrior’s Mind, and awaken 
the Hero’s Ambition ; yet the Subjeét will be found to be. 
B of 
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INTRODUCTION. 
of fuch Importance to the Well-being and Profperity of 


the Common-wealth, as to claim the Attention of the 
judicious State{man, the fincere Patriot, and the induftrious 


Merchant. 


THERE is fomething fo grave and folemn in Hiltory, 
that it neceflarily affects the honeft Reader with that awful 
Refpect,, which an impartial Hiftorian always pays to 
Truth; for if the Writer keeps a {trict Guard over his 
Paffions, not fuffering them to be any ways interefted in 
the Facts and Circumftances which he is indifpenfably obliged 
to relate, though fome few may wifh that feveral Things 
had not been fo openly expofed to public View ; yet the 
impartial Reader will, doubtlefs, approve the Author’s 
Candor, and make ufe of the Mirror fet before him, to 
correct for the future, according to his own Judgment and 
Ability, the Errors of former ‘Times. 


In the Profecution of this Defign, it is propofed to 
obferve the following Method, vz. 


1. To inquire into the Nature of Trade in general, how 
and for what Purpofes it has been carried on in the Courfe 
of Time, by the moft powerful and flourifhing States in 
the World, what Relation it has to Civil Government, 
and the intimate Conneétion that muft always fubfift be- 
tween them. 


2. To inquire into the firft Difcovery of America, and 
into the particular Views which induced the European Na- 
tions to fend over great Numbers of their People to make 
large Settlements, and to plant Colonies in that Part of the 
World. 
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3. To trace out from the firft Engli/h Expedition into 
America, the particular Hiftory of each Colony in its 
natural Order of Time, obferving the Changes which have 
happened to their refpective Soils, Trade and Govern- 


ment. 


TrabDeE in general is a voluntary Exchange of Things 
we poffefs, for thofe in the Poffeflion of others, either to 
fupply the Neceffaries and Conveniencies of Life, or to 
fecure, in the End, a certain Profit to ourfelves. We do 
not learn, that Trade, under the Patriarchal State, was 
carried any further than barely to provide Food, Rayment, 
and other Things neceflary for the Prefervation and Ufe of 
the Family ; but as foon as the Increafe of Mankind gave 
Rife to Society, whereby they became fubjected to the 
Laws of a Civil Government, the Intereft of the parti- 
cular Members was made fubfervient on all Occafions to 
that of the Public; which being the Standard of all 
Commercial Dealings, Trade was regulated according to 
the Advantages or Difadvantages that accrued thereby to the 
Community, and Body Politic; for as the good or bad 
Condition of any State proportionably affects the Safety and 
particular Intereft of every individual Member, it is incon- 
fiftent with the Nature of Things to fuppofe, that a Civil 
Government ought to permit, much lefs encourage, any 
Traffick or private Gain to be carried on, which evidently 
appears to be prejudicial to the public Intereft and Pro- 
{perity of the Common-wealth ; the laft and greateft Object 
of every good Citizen’s Care and Ambition, 


By this artful Contrivance of uniting Mens Interefts 
together, under a regular Form of Government, every 
: B 2 King- 
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Kingdom or State had Accefs to the Means of increafing in 
Riches, Strength and Power, according to the Fertility of 
the Soil, the Advantage of the Situation, and the Number 
and Induftry of the People; and wherefoever thefe hap- 
pened to be directed and improved to the beft Account, by 
the Wifdom and Care of a good Magiftracy, that Nation 
was fure to hold the Ballance of Power amongft its Neigh- 
bours, until it came to be enervated with Luxury and Vice, 
or out-done by fome other State in the Purity of its Laws, 
and in a refolute and uniform Adherence to the fure Maxims 
of an honeft, virtuous, and good Government. 


Bur notwithftanding the innumerable Advantages de- 
rived to Mankind, from the right Ufe of Civil Government, 
it was a confiderable Time, before the felfith Notions 
which were imbibed, and the ftrong Paffions that predomi- 
nated in the Patriarchal State, could fubfide, fo as cordially 
to receive and improve the happy Effects of an impartial, 
wife, and fteady Government: For although the firft con- 
fiderable Commerce we read of, was carried on by the 
Arabians and Egyptians, who extended the fame Eaftward 
to Perfia, and to the furthermoft Parts of the Indies, as 
well as to Ethiopia towards the South; whilft the Tyrians 
and Pheniczans monopolized the Trade of Leffler Afia, and 
all the Coafts of the Mediterranean towards the Wett ; yet 
as they were unskilled and weak in War, they increafed 
their Riches by Craft and Piracy, robbing and plundering 
indifferently both Friends and Enemies, until the impor- 
tant Bufinefs of National Trade came to be regulated on 
a more equitable Foot, by the Power of the Warlike Na- 
tions, fuch as the Carthaginian and Roman Common- 
wealths; who eftablifhed their Finances, and raifed im- 
mente public Revenues by the Increafe of Trade, which 

effectually 
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INTRODUCTION. 


effectually maintain’d both Fleets and Armies to carry on 
their ambitious Defigns. 


From hence may be obferved, that it was the Confti- 
tution of a Body Politic, which introduced into the Mind 
the firft Idea of a public Intereft, or common Good in 
Society ; and it is to this elegant Invention we are indebted 
for the Difcovery and Improvement of Arts and Sciences, 
and all the glorious Effects of that public Spirit, which 
fo eminently appear’d amongit the Antients in various 
Shapes, on many Occafions; and which is to this Day, and 
will be to the End of the World, the diftinguifhing Mark 
of the higheft Virtue and Perfe&tion human Nature can 
poffibly attain to in any Condition of Life. 


Tus amiable Principle expands itfelf into every Breatt, 
and infpires the generality of a Free People, with true 
Notions of Liberty, or, which is the fame, with ftrong 
Defires of promoting their Country’s Good, and of defpifing 
any Profit or Advantage, which can be obtain’d, at the Ex- 
pence, or to the Difhonour of the Commonwealth. 


Awnp although Trade has been too frequently treated 
with Contempt, and all Trading Men in fome arbitrary 
Countries are, even to this Day, excluded from the Privi- 
leges of Gentlemen; yet we fhall be forced to acknow- 
ledge, that it is the Merchant’s proper Bufinefs and Care to 
enliven and circulate the vital Juices of the Body Politic ; 
and that the Riches which every well-govern’d State ac- 
quires by a flourifhing Commerce, are not only the Fruit of 
the Merchant’s Genius and Induftry; but alfo the Support 
of that neceflary Power, which mutt always be ready to 
defend the Friends, and conquer the Enemies of the State. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


Ir we do but judicioufly compare, not only the Com- 
forts of Life, which are indifcriminately enjoyed with Free- 
dom by the Subjects of a Commercial State, but alfo the 
impenetrable Connection wherewith the Intereft of all its 
Members is cemented together into one firm united Body, 
with that forced Pomp and Grandeur which is raifed on the 
Slavery and Oppreflion of Men fubjected to a military and 
arbitrary Power, that reftrains the Liberty, and difpofes of 
the Property of its Subjects at the Will and Pleafure of a 
fingle Perfon ; we fhall readily be convinced, that it is to 
a well-regulated and equal Commerce, which the greateft 
Powers, and moft flourifhing States in the World have 
owed their Wealth, Strength and Knowledge, as well as 
every other diftinguifhing Mark of true Happinefs: So that 
Trade may juftly be confidered to be the Arteries and Si- 
news of the Body Politic, by which its eafy Motion is con- 
tinued and preferved: That it is likewife the Fountain of 
Riches, and confequently of Strength and Power; and, in 
thort, that Trade is the neceflary Means of acquiring every 
thing needful to fecure and promote Peace and Profperity 
to Mankind in Society, and all other rational Enjoyments 


of Life. 


As from the common Principles on which Civil Govern- 
ment and Trade mutually and reciprocally depend, we may 
compute the Strength and Power of any State; fo from 
the Extent and Condition of a Country’s Dealing with its 
Neighbours in Trade, we fhall be able to determine the 
Rank it holds amongft them, and the Benefits or Injuries 
it is liable to receive by Peace or ‘War. 


WHETHER 

































Ye 2 





INTRODUCTION. 


WHETHER therefore Councils are employed, to carry 
on and fupport the Glory of Conqueft by War, to main- 
tain the public Faith, and fecure the Intereft of the Na- 
tion by Treaty, or by any other Honourable Means to in- 
creafe the Peoples Wealth, and provide for their future 
Eafe and Tranquillity ; we fhall find, that the Advancement 
and Security of a free Commerce is the only folid Foun- 
dation whereon to raife the Intereft, Power and Dignity of 
any State. 


History informs us, that the Species of Mankind 
multiplied much fafter at the Beginning, than it has done 
in ‘thofe latter Ages of the World; and probably, it was 
fuch an extraordinary and fudden Increafe of People, that 
forced them in thofe Days to feek for more Room, either 
by extending the Limits of their Country, or by detaching 
great Numbers to make dependent Settlements, and plant 
Colonies in diftant Soils, and more fruitful Climates: And 
as this could not be done without often incroaching upon 
the Rights and Conveniencies of other Nations, it was con- 
{tantly productive of Wars and bitter Contefts for Victory 
and Congueft; which was then the Point in View, and 
ultimate End of all State Policy: For we may fuppofe, that 
every Kingdom or Commonwealth was fo fully employed 
in the Means of providing the common Neceffaries of Life 
for fuch vaft Swarms of People, that there was no Time 
could be {pared for luxurious Inventions, or even thofe Im- 
provements which were afterwards introduced by Art, and 
which, in Truth, were the principal Foundation and Com- 
mencement of that profitable and ufeful Commerce amongft 
Mankind, which is here defcribed under the Defignation of 
a National Trade ; by which is meant, a Trade that brings 
a cer= 
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a certain Advantage to the public Intereft of the State, as 
well as a private Profit to the Merchant, or particular 
Dealer. 


Bur whilft State Policy chiefly confifted in gratifying 
that immoderate Defire of Power and Conqueft, where- 
with the Heroes of Antiquity were infpired, Trade was 
no otherwife regarded, than as it became fubfervient to 
their ambitious Defigns; fo that the Improvements then 
made in the Arts of Ship-building and Navigation, were 
valued only in proportion to the Ufe that was made of 
them in War, and particularly by the, Romans, as the 
Means of fubduing thofe large Provinces which were after- 
wards annexed to the Dominion of that powerful State ; 
and whofe Commerce, for want of a political and due Re- 
gulation, increafed the Wealth and Power of the Members 
in a much greater Proportion than that of the Head, which 
contributed not a little to the Downfall of that glorious 
Commonwealth, , 


Tue Kingdoms and States, who, though fubjected to 
the Roman Government, had been always protected from 
Infults by the Legions, and left at full Liberty to reap the 
Benefit of Commerce in what Shape they pleafed to purfue 
it, were no fooner difengaged from that Yoke, than they 
began to model themfelves into feparate independent Go- 
vernments or Commonwealths; then, inftead of the for- 
mer reigning Ambition for Conqueft, and univerfal Domi- 
nion, which had diftracted the World for many Ages fuc- 
cellively, the Improvement of Arts and Sciences, and a 
good Oeconomy by the proper Regulation of Trade and 
Induftry, came gradually to take Place; and as Mankind 
improved, by the ufeful Difcoveries that were daily made, 
they 
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they learn’d from thence 2 more juft and perfect Knowledge 
of their own Weaknefs and Capacity. 


EXPERIENCE thus, aflifted by the Force of Reafon,. 
began to teach the wifer and better fort of Men, a much 
fhorter and eafier way to the Enjoyment of Peace and Con- 
tentment in Life ; fince a fair and ufeful Commerce 


GO 
VAS 


not only allowed, but univerfally encouraged and protected by- 


the Laws of every Society, as a public Benefit to Mankind in 
general ; and the former Practices of Rapine and Piracy 
were totally {upprefs'd, and by the fame univerfal Confent 
every-where punifhed. with Death: So that from this Pe- 
tiod we may date the Commencement of the Law of Na- 
tions, which has made but one Society of all the Free States 
in the World ; by extending its Immunities and Privileges, 
equally to all of them, and particularly in eens every 
Country and State in the Enjoyment of thofe Pro ts, which 
may be acquired by carrying ona National and Fair Trade. 


Bur that we may ftill have a more perfect Idea and 
Conception of what is to be underftood by a National Com\ 
merce, the States and Commonwealths, whofe Subjects 
in time of Peace are at liberty to trade with each other, 
under certain ReftriGtions and Regulations impofed by the 
Municipal Laws of their refpective Governments, are to be 
confidered as fo many individual Merchants ; becaufe jn 
order to difcover the Advantages or Difadvantages which 
accrue to any Nation by Trade, the Value of its Natural 
Product, as well as Manufactures and Improvements, and 
efpecially fuch Parts of them as can be {pared to be ex- 
changed with Foreigners for ready Cafh, and other Com- 
modities that are wanted, mutt be exactly computed ; that 
after the, Nation’s Expence, and the various Exchanges in. 
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Trade with other Countries, are juftly ftated, and the 
Whole brought to a Balance, we may clearly fee to whom 
the Profit or Lofs of fuch Dealings properly belongs, and 
from thence be inftructed what new Laws and Regula- 
tions are yet wanting, to rectify and improve the Conduét 
of each particular State in Things of that Nature, for the 
Time to come. ‘Thus, when either by the Deficiency of a 
fufficient Quantity of our own Product to be exported, and 
given in Exchange to other Nations, or (which is fometimes 
the Cafe) when by a greater Share of Induftry we are out« 
done by Foreign States, in the Improvement of the fame 
Manufactures and Merchandize, whereby the Balance of 
Trade is turn’d againft us, and our Artificers and labouring 
People thereby driven from us to feek for Employment elfe- 
where ; then the Wifdom of the State has fometimes 
thought fit to fend fuch of their People as could be fpared, 
to fettle themfelves in various Climates, where fome new 
Species of Produ& might be raifed, and fent home to revive 
Commerce, and to affift the Public by reftoring to it again 
the loft Balance of National Trade. 


Anp this being the original Intention of, and the only 
juftifiable Reafon that can be given for the Practice within 
thefe laft Two Centuries, of making Settlements and plant- 
ing Colonies on the uninhabited vacant Lands of America, 
whofe People are protected by, but made fubfervient to, 
and dependent on their refpective Mother States in Europe ; 
it may be of Service towards completing the Defign of the 
following Hiftory of the Brztz/b Plantations, to make fome 
particular Obfervations in this Place, on that mutual Inte- 
reft which unites thefe Colonies to Great Britain, and on 
the reciprocal Obligations which always fubfift between . 


them. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


In all the Royal Patents and Deeds of Gift which have 
been made to particular Perfons, of Lands for planting 
Colonies in America, Care has been taken not only to pre- 
ferve the Sovereignty and Allegiance due to the Crown of 
Britain, but likewife to reftrain the People of the re{pective 
Colonies, from enacting amongi{t themf{elves any By-Laws 
or Ordinances whatfoever, repugnant to, or any ways in- 
confiftent with, the Fundamental Laws and Conftitution of 
the Mother State, to whofe Legiflative and Supreme Autho- 


rity they moft certainly are, and ought always to be fub- 
jected, 


AND as by the Defign of thofe Settlements to raife new 
and different kinds of Merchandize for the Ewropean Market, 
it was both reafonable and neceflary that they fhould be 
protected, and their Inhabitants encouraged, in the Produce 
of fuch Commodities, as being exchanged for Briti/h Ma- 
nufactures, would furnifh Cloathing, and other Neceffaries, 
to themfelves, and at the fame time aflift Great Britain in 
the Balance of National Trade with other Countries ; 
efpecially by providing large Quantities of fuch Goods out 
of the Labour of their own Subjects in America, and in 
Exchange for Briti/b Manufacture, as before the Settlement 
of the Colonies they were obliged to purchafe with ready 
Money from other Nations ; fo the Inhabitants of the Co- 
lonies, on the other hand, not only enjoyed the Advantage 
of the fame Laws, and the fweet Comforts of Engli/h Li- 
berty in all refpects, but they were alfo fure of being pro- 
tected from the Infults and Attacks of any foreign Enemy, 
by the Naval Force, and at the Public Expence of Great 


Britain. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


Moreover, in tolerable good Seafons it depends on 
the Frugality and Induftry of the Planter in America, 
when he acts uprightly, and is fairly dealt with, to fecure 
a Balance in his Britz/h Factors Hands, over and above 
providing Shimfelf with all that he wants from Europe : 
And as fuch Overplus or Balance is commonly placed in 
fome of the Public Funds, or laid out on Land-Security in 
Great Britain, it feldom or never returns again to America, 
but remains a Part of the National Wealth or Stock. 


In like Manner the Profits arifing to Briti/h Subjects in 
America, from their exchanging Lumber, &c. with the 
Product of foreign Plantations, either to be ufed in America, 
or returned to Europe for Britijh Account, muift terminate 
in the Advantage of Great Britain ;. who thereby reaps a 
certain Gain from the Labour of Foreigners, as well as 
from that of her own Subjects, befides engroffing a larger 
Share of fuch Commodities as the better enables her to 
govern the European Market, 


From this fimple and plain, but true State of the Cafe, 
it is evident cf what Importance it muft be to the public 
Intereft of Great Britain, to be exceedingly careful to point 
out and direct the Objet of their Subjects Labour, in the 
feveral Colonies in America, by fuch gentle Encourage- 
ments as will gradually lead them into the Channels of mu- 
tual and public Advantage ; for Tradeis a Child of Liberty, 
which either may be reared and nourifhed by Indulgence, or 
depreffed and funk under the Awe of a too fevere Reftraint. 


Tuus the Inhabitants of the Plantations may be com- 
pared toa few Hands, whoare employed in the Improvement 
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INTRODUCTION. 
of any Manufacture on an Engl/b Farm: For while they 
eat up the Bread-Corn, and fave the Farmer or Landlord 
the Trouble of looking out for a Market, they fupply him 
with a more valuable Commodity, and increafe their own 
little Stock by a Saving out of the Wages, which they enable 
him to allow them. 


Bur if, inftead of Manufactures and fuch-like Inventions 
for Improvement, we fuppofe the fame Hands to employ 
themfelves in raifing of Corn, @c. on that Part of the Farm 
which they were appointed to occupy, they mutt of courfe 
interfere with their Landlord at Market; and in place of 
bringing any Advantage, asin the firft Cafe, they would 
then become Rivals to their Mafter, and an infupportable 
Burthen on the Farm. 


Ir is eafy to talk of Penal Laws, Prohibitions, and fuch- 
like Severities, to be executed by the Force of Power ; but 
the moft effectual and profitable Way of reftraining the 
Subjects in the Plantations from interfering with Great 
Britain in her Home-Trade and Manufactures, will be, to 
take due Care that the Colonies be always plentifully fup- 
ply’d with Brztz/b Cloths, and other Evropean Commodities, 
at a much cheaper Rate than it is poffible for them to raife 
and manufacture fuch Things within themfelves: And like- 
wife, that the Importation of all fuch Product and Manu-~ 
facture from the Colonies, as are fit to fupply the Wants of 
Great Britain, and to affift the Public in the Balance of 
National Trade with other Countries, be properly encou- 
raged, 


We find by daily Experience, that Mens Minds are ng 
other ways to be fubdued under a juft and free Government, 
than 
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than by making them feel, that it is their Intereft to fub- 
mit themfelves to, and chearfully comply with the Laws 
and Ordinances of the State ; for as long as the Generality 
of a People are truly fenfible, that their Rulers and Go- 
vernors have nothing fo much at Heart as the public Good 
of the Society, and the Honour and Profperity of the 
Commonwealth, there will be no Occafion to apprehend 
either Difcontent, Infurrection or Rebellion. 


From thefe Premifes we may prefume to draw the 
following Conclufions, v7z. 


Tuat the Benefits arifing from the American Colo- 
nies to Great Britain, depend on a careful and due Regu- 
lation of the Plantation Trade to their mutual Advantage. 


TuHat fuppofing fuch a Regulation to be made, and 
duly obferved, the Increafe of Shipping and Trade in the 
Plantations, would be a real Addition to the Riches and 
Power of the Briti/hb State ; and confequently, that what- 
foever would hurt and prejudice the one, mutt likewife be 
injurious to the other. 


TuHat whatever tends to feparate the particular Inte- 
reft of the Subject in the Plantations, from the public In- 
tereft and Advantage of Great Britain, muft be hurtful 
to both; and that whofoever endeavours to alienate the 
dutiful Affections of the one, or the paternal Tendernefs 
of the other, with a View to private Gain, is an Enemy 
to the united and infeparable Intereft of both; or, which 
is the fame Thing, to the public Intereft of the Britifh 
State. 


THAT 




























INTRODUCTION. 


Tuat to delay Juftice, and refufe the Benefit of the 
Laws, or in any other Shape to countenance and fuffer the 
Subjeéts in the Plantations to be oppreffed, is an Infringe- 
ment of the Liberties of the People of Great Britain, and 
an Offence again{ft the State; the comfortable Support and. 
Prefervation of whofe Parts, is effential to the public 
Good of the Whole. 


Lastyy, That as the Strength and Duration of every 
State depends on the equal Nourifhment and Union of all 
its Members, it is altogether impracticable to feparate and 
divide the Intereft of the Subject in the Brztz/h Plantations 
from that of the whole State. 









































Chronological Account 


OF THE 


Moft Remarkable Events 


Which happened immediately after the 


Firft Discovery of AMERICA 





The DiscovERy of AMERICA. 


HEN that Part of the World now called 
America, was accidentally difcovered, it gave 
y WY equal Surprife and Admiration to all the Eafern 
inhabitants of the Earth, introducing many new and hy- 
pothetical Notions into their former Syftems of Philofophy 
and Geography, which, with the frefh Difcoveries that 
were continually making of vaft Tracts of Land, inha- 
bited by Millions of People never before heard of, gave 
Rife to many fabulous Stories, and led the firft Writers, on 
fuch extraordinary Events, into a Multitude of very wild 
and extravagant Relations, which have been injudicioufly 
teceived as a Part of the Hiftory of thofe Times, 
D To 












































































Difcovery of AMERICA. 


To obviate this Difficulty as much as is poffible, we 
have every where curtail’d the voluminous, but trifling Di- 
ereflions, on little Circumftances and Curiofities, no ways 
effential or pertinent to the Thread of the Hiftory, with 
which the Writers of Voyages and Travels are moftly 
filled, and which tend only to confound the Relation, and 
leffen the Probability of the Fa¢ts which are truly Hi- 


{torical. 


Tue firft Account that has been any-where given of 
America, is taken out of an old Welfh Chronicle, which 
relates, That in the Year of Chrift 1170, Madoc, a 
younger Son of Owen Gayneth, Prince of North Wales, 
finding his Country embroil’d on the Death of his Father, 
by the Contentions which arofe between his elder Brother 
David, and Howel a Baftard, whom David overcame and 
flew in Battle, he left his Country, and embarking on 
Ship-board from the North Coaft of Ireland, he failed 
Weftward in queft of Adventures, and came to a Land 
where he found many ftrange Things. 


Mr. Daniel Powel, in his Hiftory of Wales, acknow- 
ledges that many fabulous Stories were reported of this 
Madoc ; but feems to affirm the Truth of his Voyage, and. 
relates the Comparifon which he made at his Return, be- 
tween the pleafant and fruitful Countries which he had fo 
lately feen without Inhabitants, and thofe barren rocky 
Lands about which his Brothers and Kimdred were fo. 
anxious as to murder one another; he further reprefents 
Madac to have been fo fond of his new Difcovery, that he 
provided ten Sail of Ships, and having engaged a great many 
Perfons of both Sexes to try their Fortunes along with 
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Difcovery of AMERICA. 


him, he return’d the fame year on a fecond Voyage, but 
that neither he, nor any of his People, were ever more 
heard of. 


Axsout 300 Years after Madoc’s Expedition, wz. in 
the Year 1484. it is reported, that one “onze Sanchez of 
Huelva in a {mall Ship with fifteen Perfons on board, were 
accidentally driven by a Tempeft on the Coaft of America ; 
but that only five of the Company furvived, and returned 
to the Ifland of Tarcera, where being quite fpent with Fa- 
tigue, they alfo died at the Houfe of one Chriftopher Colum- 
bus; which probably infpired that adventurous Pilot with 
his firft Notions of attempting the Difcovery of the New 
World. 


However this might be, it is certain that Chrz/lopher 
Columbus, a Sea-faring Man of low Degree, and an Inha- 
bitant at that time of the [land of Tarcera, had the Refo- 
lution to apply to the Court of Portugal, in order to be fup- 
ported in his defign’d Attempt to make fome Weftern Dif- 
covery. But being wholly difcouraged at that Court, he 
privately repaired into Spazm, where in the Year 1484. he 
offer’d his Service to Ferdinand and Ifabella, then King 
and Queen of Ca/file; who being at that time deeply en- 
gaged in the Conqueft of Granada againtt the Moors, and 
their Finances very much exhaufted, Columbus was obliged 
to attend feveral Years before he could effect his Purpofe. 


In the mean time, and during his hitherto fruitlefs At- 
tendance in Spain, viz. in the Year 1488. Chrifiopber Co- 
lumbus {ent his Brother Bartholomew into England, to offer 
the like Service to Henry the VIIth then King of England, 
which he had before done at the Courts of Li/bon and 

Dez Caftile ; 
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Difcovery of AMERICA, 


Caftile ; but Bartholomew having been fhipwreck’d. in his 
Voyage to England, {pent a confiderable time in London 
before he found himfelf in a Condition, or had Affurance 
enough to make his Application at the Engl/b Court; fo. 
that altho’ King Hezry very readily accepted his Offer as 
foon as it was made, yet before Bartholomew got back inta 
Spain, his Brother Chriffopher was actually fet out on his 
fecond Expedition, with feventeen Sail of Ships in the Spa- 
nifb Service, and Bartholomew was fent after him to H7- 
Jpaniola with three Sail more. 


Chriftopher Columbus, who was a Man of an. equal and 
conf{tant Temper of Mind, not apt to be fuddenly elated or 
difpirited, found means at laft fo to infpire Queen Dabella 
with the alluring Profpect and Hopes of the great Difco-. 
veries he could make by his propofed Adventure, that the 
confented to pawn Jewels ta the Value of two: thoufand 
Ducats, in order to fet him out ; accordingly, on the 19th 
Day of 4pri/, 1492. in the Camp before Granada then be- 
fieged, a particular Agreement was made and executed be- 
tween King Ferdinand of Spain, and the faid Chriftopher 
Columbus, wherein among other Things it was ftipulated, 
That the faid Chriffopber fhould be invefted with the Au- 
thority of Admiral at Sea, and Viceroy at Land, of all the 
Iflands, Lands and Places, which he fhould happen to dif- 
cover to the Weftward, and that he, his Heirs and Suc-. 
ceffors, fhould enjoy one Tenth of all the Profits of fuch 
Difcovery as he could make. 


Turs done, Columbus fet out on the 3d of Augu/f, in 
the fame Year, with three Sail of Ships, and on the rith 
of Oéfober he made Land, that proved to be a {mall Ifland 
which he called the De/eada ; from whence he proceeded 
ftill. 
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Difcovery of AMERICA. 
ftill Weftward, difcovering daily one or other of the Car- 


ribbee Mlands, until he came as far as the Iland of Cuda ;.then 
returning to Hz/paniola, he there debark’d and built a Fort, 
leaving in it thirty-eight of his Men, after which he fet 
Sail for Europe, and on the 15th Day of February arrived 
at the Ifland of St. Mary’s; but the Portugueze Governor 
attempting to feize them, they made their Efcape, and were 
drove by Diftrefs of Weather into. Lifbon; where fome 
Endeavours were ufed to incenfe the King of Portugal 
again{t Columbus, but he was at laft permitted to. depart 
for Spain. 


THe Succefs which had attended Columbus in his firft Voy- 
age on the Difcovery of this new Part of the World, gave 
the Court of Spaz all imaginable Encouragement to 
fupport his indefatigable Induftry in the Profecution of fo 
glorious a Defign. Without any Lofs of Time therefore, the 
very next Year, wz. in December, 1493. Columbus fet out 
from Spain on his fecond Voyage, and running the fame 
Courfe along by the De/eada through the Carribbee Ilands, 
he arrived at Hz/paniola, where he found all the People. dead 
whom he had left there the Year before ; yet no ways dif. 
couraged, but leaving all Things on that Ifland under the 
Direction and Care of his two Brothers, he proceeded him- 
elf with two Ships to make further Difcovery of the Iflands 
of Famaica and Cuba, and finding at his Return. that the 
Natives of Hz/pantola, were refractory, and. had been very 
troublefome to his People there, he took all proper care for 
their future Security, and made Gary Hatte he could to ren 
turn, in order to render a faithful Account of his Proceed- 
ings, and to. receive further Inftructions from the Court 
of Spain. 
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Difcovery of AMERICA, 


But before we proceed further with Columbus, it will be 
proper to take fome Notice of other American Difcoveries, 
which had been made as well before, as about the fame Pe. 
riod of Time ; for it is fufficiently vouched, that about the 
Year, 1344. the Ifland of Madeira was accidentally dif. 
cover'd by one Macham an Englifhman, in his Paffage from 
Great-Britain to Spain ; and between the Yeats 1 395. and 


1405. the Canary lands were in like manner difcover’d by 
the Spaniards. 


ALso, in the Year 1495. Letters Patents were granted 
by Henry the ViIth King of England, to ohn Cabot a Ci- 
tizen of Venice,and to his Sons Lewis, Sebaftian, and Sancius, 
and to their Heirs for ever, to enjoy the Property of all 
Lands or Iflands which fhould be difcovered by any of them 
Wettward, referving only one Fifth of the clear Profit to 
the King, at their Return to Europe. 


AccorDINGLy in the Year 1496. the faid Fohn Cabot 
and his Son Sebaftian fail’d from Briftol, and on the 24th 
of une in the Morning, he difcover'd a Part of Newfound- 
land betwixt forty-five and forty-fix Degrees of Northern 
Latitude, which he call’d St. Yohn’s. But it being his prin- 
cipal Defign to find out a Paflage Weftward, to the Eaft- 
Inaves, or Spice=Iflands, he proceeded as far as fixty Degrees 
North, and meeting with fuch vatt Quantities of Ice in that 
Latitude, as that he could not with Safety penetrate any 
further, he directed his Courfe Southward along the Coaft, 
until he reach’d thirty-eight Degrees and upwards on the 
Flortda Shore, where his Provifions failing, he return’d to 
Hingland ; but found the King fo deeply engaged in a War 
with Scotland, that his Voyage and Difcoveries were neg- 
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Difcovery of AMERICA, 


lected ; whereupon his Son Seba/tian Cabot, an expert Ma- 
riner, went over to Spain, and was employed by that Crown 
in many fuccefsful Voyages towards the Coaft of Brazil, 
and other Parts of the Southern Continent ; for which Ser- 
vices he obtain’d the Office of Pilot-major to the Emperor 


then reigning in Spazz, which he enjoyed to the Time of 


his Death in an advanced old Age. 


Ir feems to be acknowledg’d by all who have written 
on the Difcovery of America, that the fame Cabot was the 
firft Man who had touch’d on any Part of the Continent, 
from the Land of Florida Northward ; and he being at that 
time an Engli/b Subject, employed at the Expence and un- 
der the Direction of the Crown of England, it evidently 
confirms the unqueftionable Right, which that Nation is 
pofiefs’d of, to all the Provinces and other Settlements they 
either have made already, or may hereafter make on fuch 
Parts of the faid Northern Continent of America, as have 
not been previoufly occupied by other Chriftian People. 
And it was, doubtlefs, in confideration of this fignal and 
important Service perform’d by Sebaftian Cabot, that he 
afterwards obtain’d from King Edward the VIth of England, 
a yearly Penfion of One hundred and fixty Pounds, thirteen 
Shillings and Four-pence Sterling dnrivg his Life, as appears 
by Letters Patents, dated at Weftminfter “fanuary 6th, in 
the Year of our Lord 1548. 


In the Year 1497. Columbus made his third Voyage to 
America, and the firft Land he fell in with was the Ifland 
of Trinidada, from thence entering into the Gulph of Paria, 
he came out at the Dragon's Mouth, and {ail’d along the 
Coaft of Curraccoes two hundred Leagues ; then crofs’d over 
to his firft Settlement on Hz/paniola, | 
In 
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Difcovery of AMERICA. 


In the Year 1502. Columbus made his fourth and laft 
Voyage to America, at which time he went from Hz/pa- 
niola and “famaica, over to Cape Honduras, and from thence 
along the: Coaft to Cape Gracias:a Dias. It was then he 
firft difcover'd the Province of Veragua on the Continent, 
and Rio Grande, purfuing his Courfe to the River Crocko- 
dales, and from thence to the Baftimento’s, Porto Bello, and 
Nombre de Dios, as far as Cape Mardle; then he return’d 
to the Ifland of Cuba; and in a fhort time afterwards came 
back to Spain, where in the Year 1506. he died, and was 
fucceeded by his Son Dzego Columbus, who went over with 
his own and a great many other F: sails of Condition in 
the Year 1509: “to people Hz/paniola, which then became 
a large and famous Settlement ; he alfo gave the proper 
Orders at that time for fettling the Ifland of Cuda. 


In the Year 1508: by two Expeditions from Hz/paniola 
under the feveral Commands of A/phon/o Horda, and Diego 
de Niguefa, the Province of Veragua was invaded, and ma- 
ny Forts were built and Towns fettled on the main Land, 
all along from Carthagena to the I/thmus of Darien. 


In the Year 1513. Va/co Nunnes de Balboa went from 
ayes zen with two fu ndred and ninety Men, and difcover’d 
the South-fea, from whence he brought great Wealth, &c. 
and the Year following he was appointed Governor on all 
that Coait. 


In the Year 1519, Fernando Cortes fail’d from Cuba with 
eleven Ships and five hundred and five Men, to that Part of 


the Continent called New Spain ; and in the Year 1523. he 
fent 
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Difcovery of AMERICA, 


fent Peter d’ Alveredo to the Coat of the South-fea, who 
built the Towns of S¢. ago and Seguro. | 


Mucu about the fame time Ferdinando Megellanes, a 
Portuguefe by Birth, being difobliged at the Court of Por~ 
tugal, ofter’d his Service to Spain; and on the 10th of Au- 
guft, 1519. fet out with five Sail of Ships to find a Paflage 
by the Weftern Ocean unto the Molucca’s or Spice-Iflands 
then claimed by the Portuguefe, and this Megellanes having 
found a fafe Paflage to the South-fea, through thofe Streights 
which have ever fince taken his Name, he continued his 
Voyage Weftward; and tho’ he was killed himfelf by a 
poifon’d Arrow, yet his Company went on their Courfe 
round the Globe, and ohn Seba/tian Cano, Commander, 
brought home the principal Ship /7éforia to the Harbour 
of San Lucas, on the 7th Day of September, 1522. and was 
bountifully rewarded by the Emperor. 


In the Year 1525. Sebaftian Cabot, chief Pilot to the 
Emperor, went from Sevé/le with four Ships, and fail’d up 
the River of Plate 200 Leagues, where he built a Fort, 
{ftay’d a confiderable time, and return’d to Sevi//e in the 


Neartre3'o. 


In the Year 1524. ohn de Verezano a Florentine, fent 
out on Difcovery, by Francis I. King of France, made 
the Continent of America towards the Latitude of thirty 
Degrees North, and fail’d along the Coaft North-eatt as far 
as fifty Degrees ; he went afhore and difcourfed with the 
Natives in feveral Places, then returned to France. 


On the 20th of May, 1527. two Ships well equipp’d, one 
whereof was call’d the Dominus Vobifcum, were fent by Or- 
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Difcovery of AMERICA, 


der of Henry the VilIth, King of England, on Weftern Dif- 
coveries ; but one of the Ships being caft away in the Entry 
to the Gulph or River of St. Laurence, the other remain’d 
fome time about Cape Briton; and after they had landed 
in feveral Places to view and take Poffeffion of the Country, 
they return’d about the Beginning of Oéfober in the fame 
Year, 


In the Year 1534.a Frenchman, whofe Name was ‘faques. 
Cartier, with three Ships, went up the River St. Laurence, 
to fifty-one Degrees North. He made a fecond Voyage 
thither, failing Weftward a great way further, and called 
the Country New France. 


In the Year 1535. Don Pedro de Mendoza, with twelve 
Ships, went on an Expedition up the River of Plate ; 
and tho’ he himfelf died in the Paffage homeward, yet the 
People he left behind him built a large Town ; and incor- 
porating with the Indians, they difcover'd and conquer'd the 
Country, until they came to the Mines of Poto/, and to the 
Town /a Plata, which was five hundred Leagues diftant 
from their firft Settlement. 


TowaRrps the latter End of rz/, in the Year 1536. 
Mr. Hoare of London, together with about thirty Gentle- 
men and others, being encouraged by Henry the VIIIth, 
King of England, failed out in two Ships, vz. the Trinity 
and the Uniex, on Difcovery in the North-weit Part of 
America; and in two Months they arrived at the Height of 
Cape Briton, and proceeded to the Ifland of Penguin ; from 
whence they went to Newfoundland, where they futterd 
great Hardfhips for want of Provifions, and return’d to 
St, Ives in Cornwal, about the latter End of Odtober. Pro- 
bably 
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Difcovery of AMERICA. 


bably it was foon afterwards that the Fifhing-Trade from 
England commenc’d on the Banks of Newfoundland, be- 
caufe we find that in the fecond Year of the Reign of King 
Edward the VIth, of England, viz. in the Year of God 
1548. an Act of Parliament was pafled to take off all man- 
ner of Duties, and other Incumbrances, on the Merchants 
ufing that Trade. 


In the Year 1537. ‘fobn de Vadillo, Governor of Car- 
thagena, went with an Army from Sf. Sebaffian de bona 
Vifta to Rio Verde, and from thence twelve hundred Leagues 
acrofs the Kingdom of Peru to the Town /a Plata. 


In the Years 1538. and 1539. the Marquis Francis Pi- 
earro fent Peter de Valdivia to conquer the Country of. 
Chili, which lies Weft from the Brazz/, the Diftance be- 
tween St. Auguffine on the North-Sea, and Jruxillo on 
the South, being about eighteen hundred Leagues. 


In the Year 1540. the valiant, but cruel Fernando Cortes 
return’d to Spain, where in about feven Years after he 
died. 


AMERICA wasby fo many different Expeditions not only 
fufficiently difcover'd at this time, to put the Reality of fuch 
a vaft Continent of Land out of all Doubt ; but the Spanz/h 
Nation was continually drawing from thence every Year, 
fuch immenfe Riches in Gold, Silver and Jewels, that it 
made fo great and fudden an Increafe of that moft neceflary 
Medium for all manner of Intercourfe by Trade, as to draw 
the European Nations, and efpecially thofe whofe Situation 
was convenient for Navigation, into various Projects in 
order to traflick, make Settlements, or plant Colonies, in 
E 2 that 
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Difcovery of AMERICA. 


that new and furprizing Part of the World: For altho’ 
Spain, by an imaginary Title or Gift from the Pope, had 
Jaid formal Claim to theWhole, yet every other Nation that 
pleafed, took the Liberty to occupy and poflefs, in their own 
Right,-fuch vacant and uninhabited Lands in America, as 
they happen’d from time to time to difcover by their own 
Induftry, and at their own proper Expence, eftablithing 
their refpective Titles on Conqueft in a lawful War, Treaty, 
Purchafe, or fome kind of amicable Agreement with the 
Natives, which, to do the Engli/b Nation Juftice, has béen 
the only Foundation of their equitable and folid Claim to 
all the. Poffeffions which they hold at this time in America. 


Bur as our Defign in this Place is not to give a regular 
Hiftory of America, but only to inquire how and by whom 
it was at firft difcover’d, and what remarkable Expeditions 
had been made thither from Exrope before the Settlement 
of any of the Briti/h Plantations ; we fhall proceed without 
taking any particular notice of many leffer Events which 
daily happen’d, and innumerable Voyages that were yearly 
made to thofe Parts, before that Period of Time which -is 
propofed for the Commencement of this Hiftory. 


On the 16th of April 1542. Sobn Francis de la Rache, 
Lord of Roberval, fail’d with three large Ships, and two 


hundred Perfons, Men and Women, from Rochel/l, with 


full Powers from the King of France to fettle the Country 
of Canada on the great River St. Laurence, difcover’d, -as 
above, by ‘fagues Cartier ; where he fettled ‘Towns, built 
Forts, and remain’d himfelf in the Country almoft eighteen 
Months, 


ON 































TA Ae NA 





Difcovery of AMERICA, 


On the 18th of February, 1562. Captain ohn Ribault 
was fent out from France, attended by two of the King’s 
Ships, with a great many People, and every thing requifite 
to make fome Settlement on the Continent of America; and 
in two Months time they arrived on the Coaft of Florida ; 
and, failing Northward, they firft landed in the Mouth of 
the River May ; and purfuing that Coaft.in queft of a good 
Harbour, they came into Port-Royal, where they built a 
{mall Fortification, and called it Charles-Fort, leaving in it 
twenty-fix of their beft Men under the Command of Capt. 
Albert, who all along kept up a friendly Corref{pondence 
with the Natives: But Capt. Ridau/t, on his Return to 
France, found the Civil War begun, and Things in fuch 
Confufion, that this Settlement was neglected; and after thofe 
that were left in Charles-Fort had mutiny‘d, and killed their 
Captain Albert, the Place was deferted by thofe few that 
remain’d alive. No fooner, however, was Peace reftored to 
France, but the Admiral Chatil//on moved the King to at- 
tempt fome further Difcoveries on the Coaft of America ; 
and accordingly, on the 22d of Apri/, 1564. Mr. Rene Lau- 
doniere took his Courfe with three Ships well provided for 
fuch an Expedition. On the 22d of "fune they arrived on 
the Coaft of Florida, and forthwith erected a Fort in the 
Eutrance of the River May, where they remain’d under 
Mr. Laudoniere’s Government until the 28th of Auguf?, 
1565. that Capt. fobn Ribault arrived afecond time from 
France, with the King’s Commiffion to fuperfede Mr. Lau- 
doniere ; but before Things could be well fettled betwixt the 
old and the new Governor, fix large Spami/b Ships came in- 
to the Road, which had been fitted out from Spain with a 
Defign to attack and deftroy the French in that Settlement. 
Some of the largeft of ‘the French Ships, flipping their An- 
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Difcovery of AMERICA. 
chors in the Night, made off to Sea; whither the Spaniards 
followed, and gave them Chace ; yet not being able to come 
up with them, the Spaniards return’d to the Coaft, and 
landed their People in the River Dolphines, about ten 
Leagues Diftance. The French Ships, having thus clear'd 
themfelves for the prefent of their Enemies, they likewife 
teturn’d to their own People, on the River May ; and the 
new Governor Rebault, full of Spirit, having got Intelligence 
where the Spaniards were, forthwith embark’d with the 
Flower of all his Men, and fail’d to attack them, but a 


fudden Storm arifing, his Fleet was foon difperfed, and the 
whole Equipage loft. 


Mr. Laudoniere thus left deftitute in the Fort, with a 
few weak Hands, not able to make any confiderable De- 
fence, the Spaniards marched to attack them under the 
Command of Don Pedro de Melendes ; and on the 20th of 
Sept. they took the Fort ; Mr. Laudoniere efcaping narrow- 
ly with a few of his People on board two {mall Ships in 
the Road, he return’d to France by Way of England; but 
thofe that remain’d were all put to the Sword, except fife 
‘teen that were hang’d by the Spaniards ; who after having 


repaired the Fort, and made confiderable Additions to the 


Strength of the Place, continued in Poffeffion until the 
jatter End of the Year 1567. about which time one 
Captain Gourgues, a brave Frenchman, incited by a ftrong 
Defire to revenge the cruel and barbarous Treatment 
which his Countrymen had met with, fold the bef 
Part of his Eftate near Bourdeaux, and borrow’d Money 
fufficient to equip three Sail of Ships, with one hundred and 
fifty Soldiers and eighty Seamen, with which he landed on 
the Florida Shore, about fifteen Leagues Diftance from the 
Fort in the River May, at that time poflefs'd by three 
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Difcovery of AMERICA, 


hundred Spaniards ; and after he had taken the Precaution 
to renew all former Treaties of Friendthip betwixt. the 
neighbouring Indians and the French, he marched directly 
to the old Fort without being difcover'd by any of the Spa- 
nifo Garifon ; and by the vigorous Affiftance to the Na- 
tives, he furprifed the Spanzards, putting them all the Sword, 
except fifteen, whom he hanged in the fame manner 
they had done to the like Number of his Countrymen, 
after which he razed all the Fortifications to the Ground, 
and return’d with his People to France.. 


Mr. Hawkins, afterwards Sir fobn Hawkins, fet out 
from England in the Month of Oéfober, 1562. with three 
Sail of Ships, well mann’d, ona trading Voyage to the Coaft 
of Guiney, and from thence to the We/t- Indes with Slaves.; 
by which he had great Profit, and return’d fafe to England. 
in the Month of September, 1563.. 


He made a fecond: Voyage:of the fame kind with equal. 
Succefs, having fail’d from Plymouth on the 18th Day of 
Oétober, in the Year 1564. in the Ship fe/us- of Lubeck, 
Burthen feven hundred Tons, and three Sail.more with one 
hundred and feventy Men; and returning home by the Guiph 
ef Florida, he touch’d at the French Settlement in the Ri- 
ver May, and generoufly fupply’d Mr. Laudoniere, the 
French Governor, then in great Diftrefs, with. many. Ne- 
eeflaries,. 


THe innumerable Expeditions and Voyages, which after: 
this were yearly made: to the Eaft and Weft-Indres, and: 
round the Globe, by moft of the European Nations, bat 
chiefly by the Maritime Powers, gave a new ‘Turn to every 


Branch of Trade, and not only introduced. a. Variety of 
Dealing 
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Difcovery of AMERICA, 
Dealing in many Sorts of Commodities, and rich Merchan- 
dize, never before known to the Ezropeans ; but alfo mul- 
tiplied the Exchanges, and inlarged the Views of the Mer- 
chant every-where ; who, by the Help of fuch vaft Quan- 
tities of Bullion, imported continually to all Parts from 
America ;was enabled to give what Difpatch he pleafed to all 
manner of Bufinefs, and with fome Profit to rid himfelf of 


every perifhable Commodity, almoft as foon as it came into 
his Hands. 


THis uncommon Spirit for Trade, and the new Chan- 
nels it had difcovered, gave occafion daily for great Improve- 
ments to be made in the Arts of Ship-building and Navi- 
gation; fo that the Naval Strength of the Maritime States 
in their Number of Ships and Mariners, was all of a fudden 
prodigioufly increafed ; and to have them continually and 
profitably employed, was the firft and greateft Policy of 
every State, to which all other Confiderations gave place. 
But as there were none who apply’d themfelves fo fteadily 
and fuccefsfully in the Purfuit of this Maxim, as the Re- 
public. of the Seven United Provinces, and particularly the 
States of Holland, they foon became formidable at Sea ; and 
their laborious Subjects contenting themfelyes with fmal]l 
Profit on a quick Return in every Exchange, they neglect- 
ed no Kind of Trade that lay in their way ; and by that 
means were able to govern the Markets, almoft every-where, 
as well as to become the Navigators and Carriers for other 
People. 


Tue immenfe Profit arifing to Particulars, as well as 
Strength and Riches to the State, by the Extent of the Her- 
ring, Cod, and Whale-Fitheries, annually carried on by the 
Dutch, are inconteftable Proofs of the {uperior Genius which 
governs 
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Difcovery of AMERICA. 


governs all the mercantile Affairs of that Commonwealth ; 
and fuch Induftry at home is fo far from interfering with, 
or interrupting any valuable Branch of Foreign Commerce, 
that it greatly forwards it, by the Multitude of Shipping 
and Seamen it creates, which renders Navigation cheap and 
more eafy to the Merchant, as is manifeft from the vaft Bulk 
both of Eaft-India and Weft-India Trade, at this time pof- 
fefs'd by the Hollanders, and which fufficiently makes up to 
them the want of fo large a Quantity of Home Produ, as 
as to be found in Great-Britain, and other trading Countries. 


‘Tue Memoirs which pafs under the Name of that incom- 
parable Genius, and great Statefman, Mr. ohn de Wit, con- 
tain a moft valuable Collection of elegant Obfervations on 
Trade and Government, and take notice of the many and 
great Advantages which muft in Time accrue to Great- 
Britain from its populous and large Settlements on the Con- 
tinent of America; wherein, no doubt, the Author had a 
View to an eafy Vent for the Product and Manufactures of 
Britain, when the Market elfewhere would perhaps be 
cramp’d, and Briti/b Induttry equalled, if not eutdone, by 
the Rivalfhip of other European Nations, in the fame Kind 
of Improvements ; for that is the true Light in which the 
Briti/h Colonies fhould be placed with refpe¢t to the Mo- 
ther-ftate. -And from this View of them we can never be 
at a lofs to judge of, and determine in, all Cafes wherein 
the true Intereft of Great-Britain, and that of its American 
Plantations may feem to differ, as well as to fettle their re 
{pective Advantages and Intercourfes in Trade with one an- 
ether, on the moft profitable and beft Foundation. 


THERE is fuch an infinite Variety in the Courfe of an 
extended Commerce, that it is impoffible for human Wit 
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Difcovery of AMERICA, 


equally to guard all the Channels through which it may 
run. Where the Bulk of any Trade therefore terminates in 
an apparent publick Advantage to the State, it will be good 
Policy in that Government rather to neglect the little par- 
tial Profits, which Particulars may on fome Occafions obtain, 
than by endeavouring at too great a Nicety in fettling Mat- 
ters on a more equal Foot, to cramp the Trade in general 
with fuch Duties, and fevere Reftrictions, as muft difcourage 
the Metchant by giving other Nations an Advantage in the 
Foreign Market. 


To fupport Navigation, and to provide a continual and 
fufficient Supply of Materials for carrying on a general Com- 
merce to and from all Parts of the World, make Colonies 
in America equally ufeful and neceffary to every Maritime 
State. But they are of a further and fpecial Advantage to 
Great-Britain, by fecuring a certain and conftant Vent to 
the Home Produé and Manufaétures of that Country, in- 
dependent of the Conduct and PraGtice of other Nations. 


As the Value of every Thing we defire to poffefs muft 
be compared from the Ufe and Conveniency of it, in com- 
fortably preferving and prolonging human Life, there is 
no intrinfic Worth or Eftimation can be put on Gold and 
Silver, further than that, by univerfal Confent, thofe folid 
and permanent Metals, are become the Medium of all 
Kinds of Exchange, and the only unalterable Meafure, 
whereby we rate the prefent Value of any other Thing : 
They are not therefore to be confidered in themfelves as a 
Merchandife, but only as the Means of procuring in Trade 
whatfoever the Variety of our Wants and Inclinations may 
require, For although Spain, by poflefling the Mines of 
Mexico and Peru, may be faid to be richer in that refpec 
than 
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than any other Nation ; yet as thofe Riches confit only in 
holding a greater Share of that necefflary Medium for carrying 
on a profitable Exchange in Trade, it lofes confiderably of 
its Value for want of being employed in that way ; and tho’ 
it may furnifh the Spaniards with all the Produ@ of other 
Mens Labour, which the moft exquifite Luxury can defire, 
in the main it deftroys Induftry, by encouraging Sloth and In- 
dolence, which inevitably muft introduce both a Neglect and 
Contempt of the Arts and Sciences; whereas an induttrious 
Commonwealth, who keeps her Subjects employed in Ma- 
nufactures, and Foreign Trade, by continually furnifhing 
Spain with fuch Things as there is a conftant Demand for 
to fupply that People’s Conveniency, and feed their Plea- 
fures, muft needs in Return command as great a Share of 
Spani/b Bullion as they want; fo that in fact the Spanifp 
Riches confift in digging up Gold and Silver out of the 
Earth for other People, whofe fuperior Skill and Induttry, 
in applying it to its proper Ufe, abfolutely determines the 
Value of that Kind of Wealth ; which, if it be not kept in 
continual Motion and employed in Trade, never fails to ener- 
vate the Owners, and render them unfit for relithing the 
fuperior and moft rational Enjoyments of human Society. 


THERE is not any Thing which more diftin@ly thews 
the different Genius of the European Nations, than the 
Manner of their planting Colonies, and raifing Settlements 
in America. | 


S PAIN, which not manyYears ago, held the firft Rank 
amongft the warlike Nations, and under the Dominion of 
that great Emperor Char/es the Vth, threatned all Europe 
with its Power, was no fooner poffefs’d of that immenfely . 
rich Empire in America, but fuch a fudden and unexpected. 
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Increafe of Wealth, without much Trouble or Pains. in. the 
Acquifition, fo intoxicated a People, naturally proud and 
haughty, and at the fame time gave the covetous and am- 
bitious Clergy fo fair an Opportunity to blow them up 
with an immoderate Zeal for Religion, that the firft Care in 
every new Spanif/h Settlement, was to erect a magnificent 
Building for a Cathedral or Church, which was endow’d 
with great Power, and a plentiful Revenue, preferable to all 
other Exigencies and Wants of the Colony. 


WHEN any Engli/b Plantation in America came to be 
fettled, the firft Application was to maintain Liberty and 
Property, by providing for an open, fair, and equal Diftri- 
bution of Juftice, without any Refpect of Perfons, leaving 
every Man to ufe an honeft Induftry in fupporting himfelf 
after what manner he pleafed. 


Bur the French, agreeable to their natural Difpofition: 
for War, always began with fome Entrenchments or Forti- 
fication for the Defence of the Place, as well as to maintain 
the Governor’s arbitrary Power ; and other Nations for 
the moft part followed that Example, all of them {till en- 
deavouring to imitate, as near as poffible, that Form and Con- 
ftitution of Government, which at that time prevailed in 
the Mother-ftate, to whofe Orders and Inftruétions the re- 
{pective Colonies were always kept in due Subjeétion ; by: 
which Means many of the American Plantations foon be- 
came of fingular Advantage to thofe States in Europe to 
which they belonged ; and even to this very Day, where 
we have occafion to obferve, that any of the Colonies in 
America are neglected, and fallen into Decay, it is a fure 
Indication, that the original Mother-ftate either wants fuf- 
ficient Power to maintain its Rank amongft the other King- 
doms 
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doms of the World, or that it labours at the time under a 
weak Adminiftration of Government. 


As long as Trade is underftood to be not only an Ad~- 
vantage to a State, but likewife the natural and chief 
Fountain of all the Riches and Strength which is neceflary 
to maintain an independent and good Government, the 
making, preferving and improving proper Settlements in 
America, will be found of very great Importance to any 
Maritime Power in Europe. And the finding out, as well 
as directing and encouraging proper Objects, on which to 
employ the Labour and Induftry of the Planters in thofe 
Settlements, will be confider'd amongft the principal’ Af- 
fairs of the State, and’ to which the particular Concerns of 
any Company or Corporation for private Advantage, ought 
to give place ; for a leffer Public Good muft yield to the 
greater, and it will ever be found of more Moment, to 
maintain a greater thana lefler Number of Subjects, well: 
employed to the Advantage of the Commonwealth. 


Tuus, having made Inquiry into the firft Difcovery of 
America, and obferved on fome of the principal. Motives. 
which induced the Ezropean Nations to plant Colenies, and 
make Settlements in that Part of the World; we {hall 
now proceed to enter on the main Defign propofed: in the 
Third and Laft Place, namely; to give a Hiftory of the 
Britifh Plantations in their natural Order of Time, with 
fuitable. Remarks on their Trade and Government. 
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VIRGINIA &c. 


BOUT the Middle of the Reign of that. great 
Princefs, Elzzabeth Queen of England, viz. in the 

Year 1584. Letters Patents were granted to Sir 

Walter Raleigh, and others in Company, for difcovering 
new Lands in America, not hitherto poffets'd by any Chri- 
ftians.. In Purfuance of which Grant, two {mall Ships 
were fitted out by the Patentees; the one commanded by 
Capt. Philip dinidus, the other by Capt. Barlow ; and, on 
the 27th of 4pri/ in the fame Year, they fail’d from the 
Thames, taking their Courfe by the Canary-Iflands, towards 
the Wejt-Indies ; and that being in thofe Days the beft- 
known and moit frequented Rout to America, they paffed 
by the Carzdbee-Iflands, in the Beginning of june, and 
made the Coaft of Florida on the 2d of July; failing along 
Shore about one hundred and twenty Miles, before they 
could find a convenient Harbour, At lait they debarked on 
a very low Land, which proved to be a fmall Ifland called 
Wokokon ; 
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Wekokon ; and after taking formal Poffeffion of the Country, 
in the Name of the Queen of England, they carried on a 
friendly Correfpondence with the Native Ind/ans,-who fur- 
nifhed them with great Variety of Fith and Venifon for 
Provifion, and gave them Furs and Deer-fkins in Exchange 
for Trifles. Thus encouraged by the Natives, eight of the 
Company, in a Boat, went up the River Occam twenty 
Miles ; and next Day in the Evening they came to an Ifland 
called Roanoak, which was about feven Leagues from the 
Place where their Ships lay. Here they found the Refidence 
of the Indian Chief, whofe Name was Grangananeo ; his 
Houfe confifted of nine Apartments, built of Cedar, and 
fortified around with {harp Pieces of Timber ; his Wife 
came out to them, and ordered her People to carry them 
from the Boat on their Backs, and did many other civil 
Things, to exprefs her friendly Intention of making them 
heartily welcome, in the Abfence of her Hutband, They 
continued this Intercourfe with the Natives for fome time, 
ftill viewing the Situation of the adjacent Country ; and 
after having obtain’d the beft Information they could, of 
the Number and Strength of the Indian Nations in that 
Neighbourhood, and of their Fewds and Alliances one with 
another, they return’d to England about the Middle of 
September, and made fuch an agreeable Report of the Fer- 
tility of the Soil, and the Healthinefs of the Climate, that 
the Queen, from thence forward, feem’d to favour the Pat- 
tentees Defign of fettling a Colony in that Country, to 
which her Majefty was pleafed to give the Name of 
Virginia. 
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The Hiftory of Virnainya, 
THE principal Undertakers in this Voyage were, 


Philip Amidus, , a ; 
Arthur Barlow, aptains. 


William Greenvill, 

‘Sohn Wood, 

Fames Browick, 

Henry Green, of the Company. 
Benjamin Wood, 

Simon Ferdinando, 

Nicholas Peryman, 

Fobn Hawes, 


Str Walter Raleigh was fo intent on the planting of 
this new Colony, that the Year following an Equipage was 
provided of feven Sail of Ships, who, under the Command 
of Sir Richard Greenvill, General, failed on the gth of April, 
1585. from Plymouth ; and purfuing the fame Courfe, as 
had been taken the preceding Year, they arrived and came 
to an Anchor at Wokokon, on the 26th of May, and forth- 
with fent their Compliments to the Indians at Roanoak : 
Then the General, taking one Week’s Provifion along with 
him, and a {elect ‘Company, made a Progrefs to the main 
Land, and vifited many Indian Towns ; but unhappily, at 
one of them, the Indians having ftolen a Silver Cup, the 
Engh/b were {o indifcreet in their Revenge, as to burn the 
‘Town, and deftroy the Corn-fields ; an ill Prefage of thofe 
Misfortunes which enfued. 


Tue General returning to his Fleet at W okokon, 
thought fit to weigh his Anchors, and remove from thence 
to Hattarufs ; where having refted a little, fome of the 
Indian Chiefs were entertain’d on board the Admiral ; and | 
about 
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about the Beginning of Augu/?, the General himfelf return’d 


to England, and arrived at Plymouth the 18th of September, 
having left behind him an hundred and eight Perfons. to 
fettle a Colony at Roanoak ; among{t whom were the fol- 
lowing Gentlemen, under the Command of Mr. Ra/ph 
Lane, viz. 


Philip Amidus, Admiral, 
Mr. Thomas Harriot. 
Mr. Aton. 

Mr. Stafford. 

Mr. Thomas Luddington. 
Mr. Marwyn. 

Capt. Vaughan. 

Mr. Kendall. 

Mr. Gardiner. 

Mr. Prideaux. 


Mr. Rogers, 

Mr. Harry. 

Mr. Snelling. 

Mr. Anthony Ruffe. 
Mr. Allen. 

Mr. Michael Pollifon. 
Mr. Thomas Buckner. 
Mr. Fames Majon. 
Mr. David Salter. 
Mr. Fames Skinner. 


THe Compafs of their Difcovery towards the South 
reached no further than Secotan, which is about eighty 
Leagues from Roanoak. ‘They went Northwards, about 
one hundred and thirty Miles, toa Town on Chea/apeak ; 
and about the fame Diftance to the North-weft, as far as 
Chowonock. 


Tue Natives, whether to amufe, or. found the Incli- 
nations of thefe Strangers, had fo filled their Heads with 
romantic Accounts of a numerous warlike Nation of Jn- 
dians, anda great King, fome Days Journey from the Head 
of the River Moratock, where great Plenty of Pearls was to 
be found, as alfo large Quantities. of Copper and other Me- 
tals, that Mr. Lane and all his Company became intent 
an this Difcovery ; and too eafily confiding in their pretended 
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The Hiftory of VirGInia, 
Friend Wiagino, who on the Death of his Brother Granga- 


nimed, had changed his Name to Pennifappan ; they were 
over-perfuaded to go on an Expedition to vilit the Mo- 
ratocks, and the great Nation called the Mangoacks, when 
at the fame time the treacherous Pennz/appan had privately 
fent thofe Indians Notice, that the Exg/i/b were coming to 
invade them ; whereupon they all fled up into the high 
Country, fo that inftead of that Friendfhip and Plenty 
which the Engi/h were encouraged to expect, they found 
themfelves one hundred and fixty Miles from Home, with 
only two Days Provilion ; hereupon Mr. Lame called a 
Council to advife what was fit to be done, for that he be- 
lieved the Savages had-fome treacherous Defign in View : 
But the whole Company, except three, were refolute to 
proceed at any Rate, and to fee thofe Indians called Man- 
goacks, either as Friends or Foes. 


MENATONON the King of the Chowonocks, who 
was lame, but an artful cunning Fellow, and fuperor in 
Sagacity to all the reft, told Mr, Lane, That he would fur- 
nifh them with Guides to the Mangoacks, or this Metal- 
Country, which tho’ but one Day's Journey by Land, was 
feven by Water ; and fuch was their over-covetous Defire 
to find out, and make fome Trial of the Metal, that they 
proceeded under all thefe Hardfhips with great Chearfulnedfs ; 
but after two Days Journey and their Victuals all fpent, 
they heard a Voice from the Shore call Manteo, who was a 
ferviceable and friendly Indian, that always attended them. 
Manteo return’d a civil Anfwer, which they on Shore re-- 
ply’'d to with a Song; that the Exgli/h took for a friendly 
Welcome, until Manteo told them it was a fure Sign that 
the Indians meant to fight ; and immediately they let fly 
4 Shower of Arrows at Mr. Lane’s Boat, which happening 
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to do no harm, he prefently landed with his People, while the 
other Boat fcoured the Shore. ‘The Jzdzaus however being 
all fled, and no-where to be found, the next Morning they 
agreed to return to the Mouth of the River, which had coft 
them four Days Labour to row up; here they were re- 
duced to feed on two Maftiff-Dogs, which they had boil’d 
with Saflafrax Leaves into Broth, and to faft all the next 
Day, being Wind-bound ; the Day following they came to 
an Indian Town, where the Women fupply’d them with a 
little frefh Fith, and the Day afterwards they return’d to 
their Settlement at Roanoak. 


ENS ENORE, an old Man, and the Father of Pen- 
b) ? 
nifappan, had been all along a great Friend to the Exglifh, 
from a firm Belief that the invifible fupreme Being, whom 
they called the God of the Engli/h, always affifted them 
againft their Enemies, and took care of all their Concerns ; 
for which Reafon he often prevailed with his Son Pennz/fap- 
pan, not only to defift from his Intrigues againft them, 
but even to do them many Acts of Kindnefs : Neverthe- 
les whilft the Exg/i/h were at a Diftance on their laft Ex- 
pedition to the Mangoacks, a Rumour was induftrioufly 
{pread at Roanoak, that moft of them were flain, and that 
the reft perifh’d in the Woods; which gave Penniffappan a 
favourable Opportunity to perfuade his Father En/enore, 
that thefe were a wicked People, whom their God had for- 
faken, and left them to be deftroyec ; upon this the old 
Man quite alter’d his way of thinking, and join’d with 
nee, eee Ue RAT ie oct, 
his Son in his Defigns to do them all he Mifchiet he could. 
But afterwards when they faw the B nglje return in Health, 
and heard Manteo’s Relation of the Advantages which they 
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the Indians, they alter’d their Tone , 
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had every-where over 
and Enfenore once more prevail’d with Pennzflappan, to 
G2 think 
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think and act as formerly ; for fuch was the Renown and 
Credit of the Engli/h, at that time, amongft all the Indians, 
that in a few Days after Mr. Lane and his People came 
back to Roanoak, Menatonon fent his Ambafladors with 
Prefents of Pearl, and along with them Oki/ko King of the 
Woopomeoks, came voluntarily to fubmit himfelf, and all his 
People, as Tributaries to the Queen of England; and when 
Okifeo with twenty-four of his principal Men, had acquaint- 
ed Penmiffappan with their Purpofe, and fully declared their 
Refolution to execute it at that time, it fo changed the 
Heart of Penniffappan, that at his Father’s Requelt, when 
the Engli/h were almoft ftarved for Want of Provitions, he 
commanded his People to make Wires for them to catch 
Fifh, and to replant thofe Corn-Fields,which they had be- 


fore refolved to abandon. 


Unuappity about this time, towards the latter End 
of April, old Enfenore died ; on which Event Penniffappan 
‘immediately renew’d his former Machinations and ill De- 
figns againft the Engli/b ; and under the Pretence of fo- 
lemnizing Enfenore’s Funeral, he had engaged Ofz/ko, the 
Tributary King, to get feven or eight hundred Men to- 
gether, and the Mandoages and the Chea/epeaks were to bring 
as many more; but half of them were to lie in Ambufcade 
in order to cut off Stragglers, while the other half came 
forth, and appeared on a Signal to be given by Fire; and 
twenty of Penniffappan’s bett Men were ordered to befet 
Mr. Lane’s Houfe in the Night-time, and to put Fire to 
the Reeds that covered it ; and the like was to be done at 
the fame time to Mr. Harrioz’s, and others, in order to give 
the Indians better Opportunity to knock all the principal 
Men on the Head, as they ran out naked to efcape the Fire. 
In the mean time the Savages had concerted among them- 
- felves, 
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The Hiftory of VirGINia. 
felves, not to fell any Thing to the Englifh, and to {poil 
and deftroy the Fithing-Wires in the Night-time, by which 
means Neceffity of Food would force them to difperfe ; 
and indeed they were fo miferably pinched with Want at 
this time, that Mr. Lane was obliged to fend Captain 
Stafford to Croaton, with twenty Men to feek Subfiftence 
for themfelves, and look out for Ships pafling along the 
Coaft ; he likewife fent Mr. Prideaux, to Hattara/s, on 
the fame Account ; and fome other {mall Parties were dif- 
patched to the Main, to live on Roots and Oyfters, or what 
elfe they could find. 


PENNISSAPPAWN all this while abfconded, left 
he fhould be importuned for Provifions, as alfo with the 
ereater Security to concert his Schemes and wicked Pur- 
pofes : however the Chowonefts, a powerful, but more faith- 
ful People, were not fo forward to come into his Meafures 
as he expected ; for they fhewd great Averfion to the falfe 
and malicious Reports, which Pennzffappan had caufed to 
be raifed againft the Engli/b; and this gave Mr. Lane the 
Opportunity and Means of difcovering all their Plots to 
deftroy the Settlement. Hereupon Mr. Lane fent to acquaint 
Penniflappan, that he was going to Croaton to meet a Fleet 
that was juft then arrived, defiring he would fend fome of 
his People to fifh and hunt. The Jvdzan return’d Anfwer, 
that he would come himfelf to Reanoak ; but as he delay’d 
above a Week, endeavouring to get his Men together, 
Mr. Lane judged it the fafeft Way to prevent him ; for 
which Purpofe he immediately fent out fome of his Peo. 

le to deftroy all the Canoes they could find about the Ifland; 
and the firft they met with being overfet, they flew the two. 
Indians that were in it, and cut off their Heads. The 
Alarm thus given on all hands, the Indians flew to their Bows, 
and. 
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and the Exg/i/> to their Arms; a few of the Natives were 
immediately killed, but all the reft fled into the Woods : 
Next Morning Mr. Lane fent to tell Penniflappan, that as 
he was going to Craton he intended to call on him in his Way, 
in order to difcourfe Matters with him; the Jndzan did not 
chufe to remove, but ftay’d for the coming of the Engli/h ; 
and Mr. Lane finding him furrounded by fome of his 
chief Men, immediately gave the Word to attack them: 
Penniffappan himfelf was {hot with a Piftol, and dropp’d 
down for dead ; but prefently getting up, he run away, and 
would have efcaped, had not an Irz/h Boy fhot him again 
in the Buttocks ; whereupon they took him, and cut off 


his Head. 


Axsout a Week after this Action, Captain Stafford fent 
a Meflenger to acquaint Mr. Lane, that twenty-three Sail 
of Ships were in Sight on the Coaft ; and next Day the 
Captain himfelf brought a Letter from Sir Francis Drake, 
to Mr. Lane, offering all Manner of Affiftance to forward 
the Settlement. Accordingly a Ship of feventy Tons with 
one hundred Men, and four Months Provifions, together 
with two Pinnaces, and four fmall Boats, with every other 
Thing fuitable, was immediately prepared to attend the Ser- 
vice of the Colony, under Mr. Lane’s Direction: Buta fud- 
den Storm which lafted four Days, and threatned the whole 
Fleet with Shipwreck on that Coaft, forced fome of them 
out to Sea ; and particularly that Ship with all the Provi- 
fions, defign’d for the Colony’s Ufe : Notwithftanding this 
unhappy Accident, Sir Franczs was {fo generous, to appoint 
another Ship ef one hundred and feventy Tons, with every 
Thing needful, as before, to attend on Mr, Lane, in order to 
‘bring him home to Ezgland, after he had finifhed his Dif- 
coveries, or as foon as he thought fit; but all the Com- 
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pany on Shore being acquainted herewith, and confulted on 
the Occafion, it was their unanimous Requeft, that in Re- 
gard of the Miferies which they had fuffer’d, and sie tmaill 
Profpect they had of Sir Richard Greenvill’s Return, they 
might all be permitted to go home in the Fieet with Sir 
Francis Drake ; which being agreed to, they imbarked, and 
arrived at Port/mouth the 7th of Fuly, 1586, 


Lave inthe Spring of the fame Year 1 586. Sir Walter 
Raleigh, and Company, fent one Ship of an hundred Tons, 
well provided with all Things needful to’ fuecour the Co- 
lony of Virginia : But not arriving before the People had 
left the Country, as above, this Ship return’d with all her 
Loading, to England ; and about fifteen Days after Sir 
Richard Greenvill arrived with three Ships, to relieve thofe 
People he had left there, in the Year 1585. But neither 
finding them, nor the lait-mention’d Ship, as he expected, 
and obferving that all their former Habitations were quite 
abandoned, Sir Richard, unwilling to lofe the Pofleffion of 
fo good a Country, landed fifty of his Men on the Mland 
of Roanoak, leaving them a plentiful Stock of Provifion 
for two Years, and then return’d himfelf to England, with: 
the reft of his People. 


In the. Beginning of the Year 1587. Mr. Sohn White 
was fent, by the Company, Governor to the Colony of Vzr- 
gimia,with three Sail of Ships, andion the 22d of Yuly they 
atrived at Hattara/s ; the Governor forthwith difpatched a. 
ftrong Party to Roanoak, expeCting to find the fifty Men, 
left there by Sir Richard Greenvil the Year before ; but 
the Fort was intirely defaced, and all the Houfes ftanding 
empty and overgrown with Weeds ; finding no Veftige of 


People, except the Bones of one Man, they fet about re-- 
pairing 































































































The Hiftory of Vireinra, 


pairing the old Buildings ; and while they were at Work, 
Mr. George Howe a Member of the Council, headlefily 
ftrageling abroad, was killed by the Indzans. Hereupon 
Manteo, the trufty Indian, whofe Relations dwelt at Grog- 
ton, was fent thither with Captain Stafford and twenty 
Men. At firft, the Natives feem’d inclineable to fight, but 
as {oon as they heard Manteo’s Voice, they laid down their 
Arms, and became Friends, defiring the Englifh would give 
them a Token to be known by, left hereafter they might 
be treated as Enemies by Miftake, as it had once happen’d 
in their Friend Governor Lane’s Time : Next Day a Con- 
ference was held, and the Indians undertook to go to the 
People of Secotan, Aquafzacoch, and Peomeik, to renew 
the old Friendthip between them, and the Englifh; and 
in feven Days time they promifed to bring their Kings and 
great Men, to confirm the fame at Roanogh ; amoneft 
other Things at that Conference, they told Captain Stafford, 
that Mr. Howe was killed by Men who belong’d to Win- 
gino, Daffamonpeak, and Roanoak ; and that the fifty Men 
left by Sir Richard Greenvill, had been treacheroufly fur- 
prifed by three hundred Indians from Secotan, Aqua/zagoe, 
and Daffamonpeak, who had fet Fire to their Dwellings, 
killed fome, and forced the reft to fly in their Boat towards 
Hattarafs ; where they remained a fhort Time on a {mall 
Ifland, and then departed they knew not whither, 


Tue feven Days being expired, without any News of 
the Indians with the Chiefs they had promifed to bring to 
Roanoak, and the Governor having received particular In- 
formation from the Croatons, that Mr. Howe’s Death was 
chiefly occafion’d by the Indians of Daffamonpeak ; who 
were alfo principally concern’d in driving the Englifh from 
‘Reanoak, he determin’d forthwith to take a proper Revenge 
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The Hiftory of VircGinia. 
of thofe People ; and accordingly with Captain Stafford, 


and twenty-four Men, of which Manteo was one, he fet 
Out on this Expedition: Next Morning by Break of Day 
they landed, and got beyond the Indian Houfes, and af- 
faulted them as they were fitting round the Fire ; the mi- 
ferable Creatures fled amongft the Reeds, where one of them 
was fhot through ; but the Fury of the Affailants was foon 
allay’d, when they underftood by an Indian Woman, anda 
Man who called on Captain Stafford by Name, and told 
him, that thofe Indians whom he attacked were his Friends 
of Croaton, come thither to gather Corn ; having learn’d 
that the Da/famonpeaks, &c. on the Death of Mr. Howe, 
had fled from their Habitations, and left their Corn to be 
devoured by the Birds, 


Tue Engh/b finding themfelves difappointed of their 
intended Revenge, and touch’d with Concern for what had 
happen’d to their Friends, only gather’d what Corn was 
ripe, and left the reft growing for their Ufe. Manteo very 
juftly imputed this Misfortune wholly to them, who had 
not kept their Promife in coming to the Governor at the 
Time they appointed. 


Two remarkable Things happen’d about this time, at 
Roanoak, viz. on the 13th of Auguft the friendly Indian 
Manteo was chriften’d ; and on the 18th Eleanor, the Go- 
vernors Daughter, and Wife to Ananias Dare, was de- 
liver’d of a Daughter, which being the firft Child born in 


that Colony, was named Virginia. 


Atv Things being prepared for the Shipping to return 
to England, a fudden Storm arofe, which drove the Ad- 
miral out to Sea, while the beft half of the Sailors were on 

H Shore ; 
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Shore ; fo that it was fix Days before the Ship could recover 
the Land, and a Divifion happening at the fame time in the 
Council, about pitching on one of their own Number, to 
be fent home as Agent for the Colony, they generally de- 
clined accepting of the Employment, and unanimoutly in- 
fifted, that the Governor was the only fit Perfon to under- 
take it. Mr. White at laft yielded to their Requeft, after 
obtaining a Certificate under their Hands, of his Unwilling- 
nefs to leave his Command. 


Tue Names of the twelve Counfellors, who arrived on 
Board this Fleet at Virginia, were as follow, vz. 


Sohn White, Govern. Chriftopher Cowper. _Dionis Harvey. 
Roger Bayley. Thomas Stephen. Roger Pratt. 
Ananias Dare. ‘fobn Sampfon. George Howe. 
Simon Ferdinando. Thomas Smith. Anthony Cage. 


In the Year 1589. Mr. Sohn White return’d with three 
Ships to Virginia, and arriv’d at Hattara/s on the 15th of 
Auguft; but after having fpent feveral Days, and much 
Labour in vain, to find out the People he had left there 
two Years before, he was conftrain’d by the Scarcity of 
Provifion, bad Weather, and other unhappy Accidents, to 
return to England; from which Time the famous Colony 
of Virginia was wholly neglected, and no other Attempt 
was made from England, to return to that Part of America 
until the Year 1602. 


Tur Government of England, about this time, under 
the political Conduct of that great Princefs Queen Eliza- 
beth, made fo confiderable a Figure, and held fo great’ a 
Share in all the public Affairs of Europe, that the private 

Adventurers 
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Adventurers concern’d in fettling the Colony of Virginia, 
had not the Opportunity of receiving fuch Affiftance from 
the Public, as otherwife they might have expected ; and 
being alfo greatly difcouraged by the continual Misfortunes 
that happen’d to them in the Profecution of that Defign, 
all further Projects of this Nature were laid afide for fome 
time, 


Tue next Attempt from England to vifit the North- 
Continent of America, was made in the Beginning of the 
Year 1602. by Captain Goffnell ; who, with thirty Hands 
ina fmall Bark, failed from Dartmouth on the 26th of 
March, and made the Coaft of America on the 11th of 
May ; they afterward landed and paffed fome time among{t 
a Number of fmall Iflands, where they found great Plenty 
of Cod-Fith : The firft Ifland towards the Sea, they called 
Martha’s Vineyard ; and the largeft and fairett of all the 
reft, they called E//zabeth’s Tfand: But not being ina Con- 
dition to make any Settlement, they return’d to Exmouth on 
the 23d of ‘Fu/y, in the fame Year. ) 


Some of the moft confiderable Merchants of the City of 
Briffol, in the Year 1603. fitted out two {mall Ships, un- 
der the Command of Captain Martin Pring, and Robert 
Saltern, who had been Pilot to Captain Go/sell the Year 
before ; and after they had vifited the fame Places, and 
acted much in the fame manner as Captain Go//nell had 
-done, they return’d alfo, without making any Settlement, 
to England, in that memorable Year wherein the great 
Queen Elizabeth died. In the Beginning of March, 1605. 
which was in the fecond Year of the Reign of Yames the Itt, 
King of Great-Britain, the Right Honourable Thomas 
Arundel, Lord-~Warder, fent out Captain George Weymouth, 
biez on 
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on Difcovery, to the North-Coaft of America ; and on the 
17th of May they made the Land on that Part of the Coaft, 
afterwards called New-England: They paffed by many 
{mall Jflands, and landed at the Bottom of a {pacious. Bay or 
Sound ; they fail’d up a navigable River forty Miles in their 
Boat, fet up Crofles in feveral Places, had fome Traffick 
with the Natives, and return’d to Dartmouth on the 18th 
Day of “fu/y, in the fame Year. 


In the mean time, Captain Bartholomew Goffnell had 
been indefatigable in his Application to infpire as many 
Gentlemen as he could, with a Defire of refettling the Co- 
lony of Virginia ; and at laft having prevailed with Captain 
Sfohn Smith, Mr. Edward Maria Wing field, Mr. Robert 
Hunt, and others, to join with him in this laudable Defign, 
they made fo great an Intereft amongft the Nobility, 
Gentry, and principal Merchants in London, that on ap- 
plying to the Court of Great-Britain for fome Encourage- 
ment, to give the better Countenance to fo ufeful an Un- 
dertaking, his Majefty, by his Royal Letters Patent, was 
gracioufly pleafed to eftablith them in the Form of a Com- 
pany, and to give them certain Rules of Government, by 
a {tanding Council amongft themfelves at home, as well as 
by an inferior one abroad, to execute every Thing needful 
to be done there. 


WHILE thefe Things were tranfaCting, Care was taken 
to provide three Ships, one of an hundred, another of forty, 
anda third of twenty Tons ; and the ConduG of theVoyage 
was given to Captain Chriffopher Newport, a fkilful Ma- 
riner on the American Coalt ; but the Orders for Govern- 
é,ment were fealed up ina Box, which was not to be open‘d ; 
fo that the Names of the Commanders and chief Officers 
could 
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could not be known amongft them, until they arrived in 
Virginia. And as this was the firft regular Settlement by 
public Authority in Virginia, from which therefore the 
Hiftory of the Colony will commence with more Order in 
the Narration, as well as Certainty of the Facts to be re- 
lated, it will be convenient in this Place to give a fhort De- 
{cription of the Country. 


HirHerto Virginia was underftood to extend from 
thirty-four to forty-five Degrees of Northern Latitude, 
bounded by the Ocean to the Eaft, Florida to the South, 
and Canada, or New-France, to the North ; but towards 
the Weft, unlimited and unknown. It is however intended 
here, to treat chiefly of that Part which was planted by the 
Englifh in the Year 1606, reaching only from thirty-feven 
to thirty-nine Degrees of Latitude ; which continues at this 
Day to be the proper Bounds of the antient Colony, and 
Dominion of Virginia. 


Tue Coatt of America, efpecially towards Virginia, is 
ereatly efteem’d by Mariners, for its Safety ; becaufe as 
foon as they have Soundings, or can {trike Ground with the 
Lead, which is commonly in eighty or ninety Fathom 
Water, about forty or fifty Leagues from Shore, it fhoals 
gradually ; fo that an experienc’d Mariner can tell his 
Diftance by the Depth of Water, the Land being fo low, 
that in fifteen or twenty Fathom Water, you can {carce fee 


it from the Maft-head. 


Cominc to Virginia from Sea, you enter into the 
Bay of Cheafeapeak, between the Capes Henry and Charles, 
twenty Miles Diftance from each other ; fo named after the 
then Prince of Wales, and his Brother the Duke of York ; 
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but the beft Channel is clofe aboard of Cape Henry, which 
lies exactly in 37 Degrees of North Latitude; fo that if 
the Sailor can depend on his Obfervation of the Latitude at 
Noon, the Day he expects to make the Land, he may 
{ately venture in the Night-time to come in with the Cape, 
which is a bold bluff Point; and by keeping the South 
Shore on board, he will come to a good Road in a large 
Bay, about two Leagues within the Cape, called Lynnhaven 
Bay, where the Shipping commonly wait for Pilots, and 
likewife rendezvous there in Fleets, when outward-bound, 
in time of War. 


TuHat Inlet or Arm ‘of the Sea, called the Bay of 
Cheafeapeak, ftretches from the above Road direétly North 
two ‘hundred Miles in Length, and is from ten to fifteen 
Miles broad, but grows narrow towards the Bottom ; jit 
receives many large Rivers from the Weftern Shore, anda 
few i{maller Streams from a narrow Slip of Land, a Penin- 
fula to the Weftward, which divides the Bay from the 
main Ocean. 


Tue firft remarkable River in Virginia was formerly 
called Powhatton, but now ‘ames River, which opens 
itfelf dire@tly Weft from Cape Henry ; it is near two Miles 
broad, and navigable for large Ships above one hundred 
Miles ; the firft Eng/i/b Settlement was made on the North 
Side of this River, about forty Miles up, and called ames 
Town, 


FirtrEEN Miles North from “fames River, there is 
another much of the fame Bignefs, called York River ; it 
is navigable for large Ships above fixty Miles up, and then 
divides itfelf into two large Branches, which are likewife 
navigable 
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The Hiftory of VIRGINIA. 


navigable a confiderable way for Sloops and Barges: At the 
Point of Divifion the Country is called Pawmonkie, which 
was formerly the Izdian Name for the whole River ; and 
that fimall Slip of Land which divides York from ‘fames 
River, is efteemed to be a very rich Soil, producing at this 
Time the beft Tobacco in all that Country, known by the 
Name of /weet-/cented Tobacco, which will bear a clofer 


Package than any other, and therefore is often {tripped from 


the Stalk before it is preffed into the Hogfhead ; by which 


‘means, one Cask of this Tobacco will weigh from fifteen 


hundred to two thoufand Pounds Weight ; and fome parti- 
cular Crops of the moft careful Planters of this Commodity 
have frequently been fold-on the Key at the Port of London 
for twelve Pence per Pound. 


THERE are many fimall Streams and Branches, which 
in the Courfe of. thefe large Rivers fall into them on both 
Sides, and contribute to make this Country vaftly commo- 
dious for Traffick, as well as exceedingly pleafant to the 
Inhabitants: But there are two. very remarkable Inlets of 
Water, or Creeks, navigable with the Tide by any kind of 
Shallop or flat-bottom’d Boat : The one enters from. Sames 
River, and ftretches*North acrofs the Land about five 
Miles, to a good’ Landing-place ; the other in like manner 
runs South from York River up into the Land: So that 
there is a Space only of one Mile between the Landings of 
thefe two Creeks, which being a dry gravelly wholefome 
Soil, was formerly an Indian Settlement, and is now be- 
come ‘the chief Seat of Government in. Virginia, called 


Williamsburgh ; which, by means of the faid two Creeks, 
commands the Navigation both of Fames and York Rivers ; 


for it was obferved, that “fames Town, and. every other 
Settlement-on a River Side, where the Water was brackijh, 
produced 
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The Hiftory of VIRGINIA, 


produced flow intermitting Fevers and Agues, whereas the 
above Situation of the Town of Williamsburgh, being per- 
fectly dry, and removed at fome Diftance from that Nui- 
fance, is found to be very healthy, and free from any 
fuch Inconvenience. | 


Ar about ten Miles from York River, there is a {mall 
Stream navigable thirty Miles up, called Prancotank, and 
twenty Miles further you come to another large River, 
called Rappahannock, which is two Miles broad, and navi- 
gable with large Ships one hundred and thirty Miles. 


From Rappahannock you crofs a Tra& of Land about 
eighteen Miles, called the Northern Neck, to the great 
River Potowmaek; which at this time divides the Colony 
of Virginia from that of Maryland. This River, at the 
Mouth where it falls into the Bay of Chea/eapeak, is feven 
Miles wide, and is navigable one hundred and forty Miles 
up to the Falls, where it is divided into feveral Branches, 
one whereof extends North-weft a great way, and another 
ftretches South-weft, and comes out from behind the high 
Ridge of Mountains, called the Appallockian Hills, that 
divide the Waters which run Eaftward into the Sea, from 
thofe which flow Weftward, and fall into the famous River 


Meffafippt. 


Tue Country of Virginia, one hundred and fifty Miles 
up from the Sea, is for the moft part a low fandy Soil, 
without any Stones, and covered with a black and light, 
but rich Mould, not above fix or eight Inches deep; which, 
if it be at any time ploughed up to the Bottom, will imme- 
diately wear out, and become barren; but if you do not 
getter the Plough to reach above four or five Inches, and 
take 
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take only one Crop of Corn in four Years, the Soil will 
thicken, and never wear out, yielding increafe of Wheat 
from twelve to fifteen for one; and where they ufe Dung, 
a great deal more: Thus on new Land, after the Expence 
and Labour of cutting down and clearing the Wood, one 
Husbandman, with a Yoke of Oxen, or a pair of {mall 
Horfes in his Plough, will be able to raife more Grain than 
two Men and three times as many Cattle can do in England ; 
for the Sun in that Climate has fuch Power to meliorate 
that light, but kindly Soil, that if the Seed is but covered, 
it will produce any thing; but for the fame Reafon, all 
manner of Weeds {pring up fo faft, that there is an abfo- 
lute Neceffity of weeding the Corn once, and the Tobacco 
and Garden-ftuff continually, to keep them from being 
choaked. 


THE Fleet above-mentioned, confifting of three Sail of 
{mall Ships, commanded by Captain Newport, failed from 
Blackwall on the 19th of December 1606 ; but being de- 
tained by contrary Winds and bad Weather on the Coatt of 
England fix Weeks, and afterwards taking their Courfe by 
the Canaries to the Weft-Indies, their Curiofity tempted 
them to {pend fo much Time at Dominico and other Iflands, 
that they could fcarce find their Way to that Part of the 
Continent to which they were bound; at the fame time 
fome Difputes arifing amongft them, whether they fhould 
return back to England, a fudden Storm obliged them to 
lie too for a while, and drove them by mere Accident on 
Cape Henry, at the Entrance of the Bay of Chea/eapeak, 
about the Beginning of May. 


Tus lucky Event fo revived their Spirits, that about 
thirty of them chearfully landed on the Cape, where care 
I lefily 
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The Fiiftory of VirGinta. 


leffly diverting themfelves without their Arms, five Indians 
attacked them, and two of the Engli/h were dangeroufly 
wounded: Neverthelefs, that very Night the Box was 
open’d, and the Orders of Government being read, it was 
found, that Bartholomew Goffnell, “fohn Martin, Edward 
Wingfield, Chriftopher Newport, “fobn Smith, Sohn Ratt- 
cliff, and George Kendall, were appointed to be the Coun- 
cil, and. dire¢ted to chufe out of their own Number, a 
Prefident for the Year, And after a few Days were em- 
ployed in finding out a convenient Place to fettle in, they 
made choice of that Spot on the North Side of fames 
River, ever fince called fames Town; and on the 13th of 
May, the Members of the Council being all fworn, they 
chofe Mr. Wingfield Prefident ; but by reafon of fome Ani- 
mofity and Jealoufy which prevailed amongft them, Capt. 
Fobn Smith was not then admitted to take his Place in the 
Council. 


Att Hands were now employed in one fort of Bufinefs 
or other, and the Indians came frequently in a kindly 
manner to vifit them; but the Prefident, out of an over- 
careful Fear of giving Umbrage and Sufpicion to the Na- 
tives, would not permit any other Fortification to be made, 
than throwing together fome Branches of Trees in the Form 
of a Semicircle ; nor would he, for the fame Reafon, permit 
the Men to be ee in Anas 


Caprain Newport and Captain Smith, with twenty 
Men, were fent up to difcover the Head of “fames River, 
and in fix Days they reach’d the Falls, where, om’ a rifing 
Ground, they founda fmall Indian Town, called Powbat- 
ton, and were every-where kindly treated by the Indians ; 
but as they return’d, within twenty Miles of ames Town, 
they 
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they were inform’d, that the Indzans had attacked the Set- 
tlement; and next Day, when they arrived there, they 
found feventeen of their Companions wounded, and a Boy 
killed, the Natives having furprized them all at Work, and 
their Arms not fo much as unftow’d out of the Fats. Here- 
upon the Prefident condefcended, that the Fort fhould be 
pallifadoed, the Ordnance mounted, and the Men daily 
exercifed, as well asaconitant Guard kept; for the Indzans 
were continually lying in wait to hurt the People as they 
{traggled abroad, fo that there was great Need of a careful 
Watch, and good Difcipline; in all which, Captain Smzth 
fhewed fuch Courage and Conduct, that the whole Com- 
pany infifted on his being admitted to take his Place in the 
Council ; which was no fooner agreed to, but the Izdians 
began to fue for Peace: And all Things being at this time 
prepared for Captain Newport's Return with the Shipping, 
he departed from Virginia in the latter End of une, 
leaving behind him about one hundred Perfons, who may 


properly be called the firft Planters of that Colony. 


As a difinterefted Defire of Power, with the pure In- 
tent of doing Good to Mankind, or to that particular Sc- 
ciety we are engaged in, is a moft amiable and divine 
Principle, fo the pernicious Arts which are too commonly 
made ufe of to engrofs to ourfelves Power, with no other 
Defign but to footh thofe Paffions that are evidently de- 
{truétive to all Society, are monftrous and abominable ; and 
this is no-where more clearly exemplified, than at the 
Beginning of anew Settlement in a foreign Colony, where 
the Perfons deputed to govern are at a Diftance from their 
Conftituents, and confequently, from under the Awe of 
that fuperior Direétion and Experience which gave them 
Authority. 
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No fooner were the Ships gone, but the Men began to 
feel a fenfible Want of many little Conveniencies, fuch as 
{mall Quantities of Bifquet and Beer, which, the Sailors 
ufed to bring on Shore to exchange with them for Trifles, 
or perhaps give it gratis for Relief to their F riends: The 
Prefident, who chofe to live as well as he could, by 
engrofling every thing to himfelf, took no manner of Care 
what became of the reft, further than giving them indiffe- 
rently the poor Allowance of half a Pint of Wheat, .and 
as much Barley a Day per Man, which in the common 
Kettle was boiled in Water for their Suftenance. This 
miferable Diet, together with hard Work during the whole 
Summer, in fo hot a Climate, brought a general Sicknefs 
among{t them; fo that before the latter end of September 
fifty died, of which Number Captain Gof/nell was one. 


Axsout this Time it was difcover’d, that the Prefident, 
apprehending the Mifery and Want which himfelf would 
be at laft reduced to, had form’d a Defign of carrying off 
the Pinnace with a few Hands, and of deferting the Set- 
tlement ; which fo roufed the Spirits of all the People, that 
they unanimoufly depofed him, and chofe Captain Rattch ff 
in his Room: Soon afterwards, by the Surgeon’s Care, and 
the Approach of a cooler Seafon, they began in general to 
recover Health; yet it was found, that by the late Pre- 
fident’s voluptuous and_ ill Management, the Provifions 
were all {pent, which muft certainly have put an End to 
the Settlement, if the Savages had not been infpired with a 
fudden and friendly Inclination to furnith the Enghfbh with 
Plenty of Corn, and every other kind of Provifion they 
could afford. 


THE 
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THe new Prefident, together with Mr. Martin, who 
had the chief DireCtion, being both indolent and weak in 
their Judgment of Things, thought fit to commit the 
Conduct of Bufinefs abroad to Captain Smith, who by his 
own. laborious and indefatigable Example, made all the 
People exert themfelves in an extraordinary manner: But 
that great Plenty of Corn which had appeared for fome 
time among the Jdzans, being at laft gone with the Seafon, 
and no more left than what was needful for Winter-{tore 
to themfelves, Captain Smzth, with a few of the ableft 
Hands, took the Shallop, and went down to the Mouth of 
the River as far as Kocoughtan, in queft of more Provi- 
fion, 


On the Captain’s Approach with his People, the Indians 
in that Part of the Country began to ridicule him, by offer- 
ing a handful of Corn at a Diftance, as if they imagined 
that the Eng/z/b were all juft ready to perifh with Famine; 
but the Captain made no Hefitation to anfwer their infolent 
Reproaches with a Volly of Shot, which immediately dif- 
perfed them into the Woods. ‘Then marching up to their 
Habitations he faw great Heaps of Corn, but would not 
fuffer his Men, at that Inftant, to purfue their ftrong Incli- 
nation to plunder, becaufe, as it really happened, he 
fufpected that the Indians would lofe no Time to attack 
him ; and accordingly, they forthwith appeared in the moft 
dreadful manner, hideoufly painted, with their Idol, which 
they called O&ee, dreffed up in Rags, and carried before 
them. The Captain, however, received their Charge, and 
returned his Fire fo effectually, as to kill fome of them on 
the Spot, which made the reft fly, and leave Okee behind 
them: But prefently after, they fent one of their chief 
Men 
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The Hiftory of VIRGINIA. 


Men to defire Peace, and to offer Terms for the Redemp- 
tion of their Idol. In Anfwer, Captain Smith told them,, 
That if they would fend fix of their People unarm’d, to load 
his Boat with Corn, he would not only be their Friend, but 
reftore their Okee, and give them Beads and Hatchets be- 
fides. ‘They readily accepted the Offer, and both Parties be- 
ing thus well contented, the Indians brought in great Plenty 
of Venifon, Turkies, and other wild Fowl, alfo Bread, and 
a Share of every Thing they had ; continuing to fing and 


dance with all poffible Marks of F riend{hip, as long as the 
Captain ftay'd. 


Own the Captain’s Return to Yames Town, he obferved 
their il] Conduct, in carelefsly confuming what was got from 
Hand to Mouth, without taking any Thought for the fu. 
ture ; and therefore he order’d the Pinnace to be got ready, 
and well fitted, with Intent to go himfelf in queft of Pro- 
vifion for the whole Year ; and in the mean time he made 
three or four {mall Trips, in one of which he difcover’d the 
People of Chikahamania; but what {mall Supply he brought 
from thence was foon fpent ; and Meffieurs Wing field and 
Kendall, who were in Difgrace, feeing Things every-where 
neglected in Captain Smth’s Abfence, and the whole Com_ 
pany diffatisfied with the Prefident’s and his Friend Martin’s 
Conduct, they endeavour’d, amongft the Sailors and fome 
few more of the People, to regain a little Credit ; and fo 
treacheroufly form’d a Defign to carry off the Pinnace, 
which was fitting up for Captain Smth’s Ufe; and by that 
Means, to go for England. But Captain Swmizh returning 
much fooner than they expeéted, the Plot was difcover'd to 
him juft in time ; for they had already got on Board the 
Pinnace, and refolved to depart, when Captain Sith attack’d 
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them in the River, and brought them on Shore by Force of 
Arms, in which Scufile Captain Kendall loft his Life, 


THE Englifb at this time were daily receiving fuch wel- 
come Supplies of Corn from their new Acquaintance, and 
good Friends the Indians, on the River Chikahamania, and 
the Winter-Seafon produced fuch Swarms of Geefe, Ducks, 
and all Manner of Wild-Fowl, that they continued feafting 
for fome time, and forgot theirufual Jarring and Difputing 
while they wallowed in Plenty ; neither was any more Talk 
amongft them of returning to England, Yet this feeming 
Tranquillity lafted but a fhort Space ; for when the Corn 
began again to be fearce, they not only murmured, but open- 
ly complained of Captain Sith in the Council, as if he had 
not ufed his utmoft Diligence, in difcovering the uppermoft 
Parts of the River Chikahamania, where fo great Plenty 
was to be had : The Captain, not a little provoked at fo ma- 
licious a Charge, was forthwith determin’d to make another 
bold Pufh in that Quarter ; but after cutting many large 
Trees afunder, as well as through other laborious and great 
Difficulties, he had carried his Barge as far up the River as 
It was poffible, he left her in a broad Place out of the Dan- 
ger of any Shot, giving ftrict Orders, that none of the People 
fhould attempt to go on Shore until he return’d, whilft him- 
felf, with two Englifbmen, and two Indians, went up higher 
ina Canoe, But he had not been long abfent, before they 
in the Barge, foolithly difobeying the Orders given, went on 
Shore, and not being on their Guard, the Indians flew one 
of them, and had like to have cut off the Boat with all 
the reft. 


T HE Captain was now got into the Marfhes on the Head 
of the River, and while he was a hunting with the two In- 
dians 


ta eS We We NT 


Se BROW NS 


6 


4 


@) 


) 


% 


eS 


OE ABE AO ee are a 




















































































The Hiftory of VircGinia. 


dians among the Bufhes, his two Men, Yobn Robinfon and 
Thomas Entry, were killed, it is fuppofed, as they were afleep, 
by the Canoe ; and immediately the Captain was furrounded 
by two hundred Savages, two of whom he inftantly thot 
dead, and ftill continued fighting and defending himfelf by 
the Help of one of his Izdian Guides, who with his Garters 
was tyed tohis leftArm,to ferve him, foraShield. NeverthelefS 
the Captain was fhot in the Thigh, and a great many Arrows 
ftuck in his Cloaths, without piercing fo far as to hurt him. 
The Captain itill keeping his Eye fixed on the Enemy, more 
than the Path, he continued his flow March, endeavouring 
to reach the Canoe, when of a fudden, he, together with the 
Indian that was tyed to him, fell into an oozey Creek up to 
the Middle, where they ftuck fo faft that it was impoflible 
for him to get out without Help ; in this miferable Condi- 
tion he was obliged to throw away his Arms, and to capi- 


tulate with his Enemies to take him out, being almoft pe- 
rifhed with Cold. 


THe furprifing Circumftances of Captain Smzth’s being 
detained feven Weeks a Prifoner amongi{t the Indians, the 
Manner of their Triumphs and Conjurations on that Occa- 
fion, and the various artificial Turns of the Captain’s Condué& 
and Management with thofe barbarous People, not only to 
fave his own Life, but to keep them from making any Attempt 


on the Settlement at ‘ames Town, are fuch uncommon » 


Singularities, as merit in this Place to be particularly 
narrated. 


WHEN the Indians had dug the Captain out of the Mud, 
they carried him to the Fire, and carefully chafed his be- 
numb’d Limbs, until he recover’d himfelf fo far as to in- 
quire who was the Commander or chief Man amoneg{t them ; 
and 
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and they pointing to Opechancanough, King of Paumonkee, 
the Captain took out of his Pocket a double Ivory-Compafs 
Dial, and made a Prefent of it to the Jvdian ; and as they 
feem’d to be vaftly entertain’d with obferving the Motion of 
the Needle under the Glafs, and the other Ornaments of 
that little Machine, the Captain took that Occafion to 
explain to them, in fome meafure, from the Figure of the 
Dial, the globular Form of the Earth, the diurnal Motion 
of the Sun, Moon and Stars, the Greatnefs of the Land and 
Sea, the Diverfity of Nations, Variety of Complexions, and 
how the Exgl/b were Antipodes to them ; to all which they 
gave folemn Attention, and ftood in Amazement for fome 
time ; but prefently afterwards they tyed the Captain toa 
Tree, and as many as could ftand around, prepared them- 


MWK ss Sa 


felves to fhoot at him, when inftantly the King holding up +- 


the Compafs in his Hand, they all drop’d their Bows and 
Arrows ; and then led Captain Sth in a triumphant Man- 
ner to a hunting Village not far off, whither they marched 
in great Order, with their King in the Middle, and Captain 
Smith's Arms carried in Triumph before him, The Captain 
followed, or rather was led, after the King, by two large 
Indians, holding him faft by each Arm, while fix marched 
on each Side of the Prifoner, with their Arrows notched ; 
when they arrived at the Town called Arapacks, the Wo- 
men and Children fiock’d out to ftare on him, and the Bow- 
men perform’d an Exercife by certain Evolutions ; then 
turn’d themfelve.s into a Circle around the King and the 
Prifoner, who f{tood guarded in the Centre; then they all 
danced around with dreadful Shriekings and Noife, every 
Man being hideoufly painted, with a Quiver of Arrows and 
a large Club at his Back, a Fox or Otter’s Skin on his 
Arm, his Bow in his Hand, and the Skin of a large Bird 
with the Wings ftretched out on his Head, together witha 
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Piece of Copper, a white Shell, and a huge Feather, with 
a Rattle of a Snake’s Tail, or fome fuch Toy, hung to it, 


AFTER dancing three times round, they departed, and 
then the Captain was conducted to a long Room, where 
forty tall Fellows were appointed for his Guard; and foon 
after that a great Quantity of Bread, Venifon, and other 
Eatables, were fet before him ; and when the Prifonet had 
done eating as much as renee him, the Remainder was 
carefully put by till Midnight, when they brought in a freth 
Quantity, eating only themfelves what was left at Noon ; 
and thus they continued to do every twelve Hours, which 
made the Captain fufpect, that they intended to fatten him 
up for a Sacrifice ; and while under this defperate uncertain 
Condition, he was ready to perifh with Cold, an Indian called 
Mancaffater brought him his Gown, in gr ateful Return for 
fome Beads, and other Toys, he had received from the 
Captain, at his firft Arrival in Verginza, 


Axsour two Days after this, a certain Indian, whofe Son 
was dying of the Wounds he had received, attempted to kill 
Captain Smzth ; but he was prevented by the Guard, who 
carried the Prifoner dire@tly to the dying Man, in Expecta- 
tion that he could recover him, The Captain told them, he 
a a Medicine at fan es Town, which would effectually do 

; but they did not incline to truft him with the Liberty 
of “goirig thither, to fetch it ; and having form’d a Defign 
to attack the Engli/h Fort, they my defired to engage 
Captain Smzth to affift Aeteds for which End they offer’d 
not only to fecure his Life, Bee alfo to give him large Pof- 
fefions in Land, and to provide young Women for him, 
and all Manner of Plenty. The Captain, with great Judg- 
ment and Art, made Ufe of this Opportunity, by writing pi 
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The Hiftory of Viaeimtra, 
his Pocket-Book, to advertife his Friends at Yavmes Town, 
how they might both defend themfelves, and frighten the 
Indians ; For this purpofe, he dire¢ted them, on the Arrival 
of the Indian Meflengers, to exercife their People in Arms, 
and to difcharge the Artillery in the grandeft Manner they 
could, and not to fail putting the Things he had fent for, 
in a certain Place, which he had marked to them, without 
the Fort. At the fame time he gave the Indians moft ter- 
rible Accounts of Mines, great Guns, and other warlike 
Engines, made ufe of by the Engii/h againtt their Enemies, 
which feem’d both to frighten and amaze them; however 
the Meffengers proceeded with the Captain's Diretions to 
ames Town, in the Midtt of extreme cold Weather. But 
when they had delivered their Meffage at the Fort, and faw 
the Engh/b {ally forth in fuch a furprifing Manner, as the 
Captain had defcribed to them, together with the Noifé 
which the Cannon, and other Fire-works, made at the fame 
time ; it fo frighten’d the Meffengers, that they fled into 
the Woods, and when they ventured to return again in thé 

Evening to that Place without the Fort, where the Captain 

had directed them, they found all the Things which he ex- 

pected to be fent by them. 


On the Return of this Meflage the Indians were atto- 
nifh'd, how the Captain could thus foretell Things to 
come, and make his little Pocket-Book {peak. They in 
a manner worfhip’d him ; and carried him about as a Shew 
to all the fmdian Nations around, both at Rappahannock and 
Potowmack Rivers, and fo return’d back through every In- 
dian Town in their Way to the King’s Habitation, at Paw- 
sionkee, where the poor Prifoner was entertain’d with fright- 
ful Conjurations. 
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The Hiftory of VIRGINIA. 


In the Morning early the Prifoner was brought into a 
long Room with a Fire, and Mats being fpread on each 
Side, he was made to fit down, and the Guards were or- 
der’d out. Then came fkipping in a grim Fellow, bedaub'd 
with Coaland Oil; he hada great many Snakes and Weatfels 
Skins, ftuffed with Mofs, and their Tails together hanging 
over his Head ina Taffel ; round about which was a Coro- 
net of Feathers, that hung down to his Shoulders, and al- 
moft cover’d kis Face : Thus, with a Rattle in his Hand, and 
making ufe of ftrange uncouth Geftures, he exalted a hol- 
low dreadful Voice, and began his Invocation by making a 
Circle of Meal round the Fire ; then three more fuch Devils 
as himfelf, painted half black, half red, came rufhing in, 
playing the like antic Tricks ; and when they had danced 
about the Prifoner a little while, there came in three more, 
with red Eyes and white Streaks over their black Faces, as 
ugly as the former ; at laft they fat down three on each 
Side of the Chief-prieft, oppofite to the Captain ; and after 
finging a Song, the Prieft laid down fiveWheat Corns; then 
ftraining with his Arms, until the Veins fwelled, he began an 
Oration, which ended, they all gave a huge Groan, and he 
laid down three Grains more ; after this they fung again 
with another Oration, laying down other three Grains, and 
{o continued to do, until they had made three Circles round 
the Fire ; then they took a Bunch of little Sticks, prepared 
for that Purpofe, and ftill going on with their Devotion, at 
the End of every Song and Oration ; they laid down aStick 
betwixt every Divifion of Corn, which they continued doing 
all Day long, without eatidg or drinking till late at Night ; 
but then they feafted merrily, with the beft Provifions they 
could get ; and after repeating this tedious Ceremony for 
three or four Days fucceffively, they told Captain Sth, 
That 
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That their. Meaning was to difcover, whether he intended 
them Good or Ill; that the Circle of Meal fignified their 
Country ; the Circles of Corn were the Bounds of the Sea ; 
and by the Sticks, was meant his Country ; for they ima- 
gined the World to be round and. flat, like a Trencher, and 
themfelves to be in the Middle of it. After this, they 
brought out a Bag of Gunpowder, which they told Captain 
Smith, they intended in the Spring to plant, as they did their 
Corn, being they much defired to know the Nature of that 
Seed, The Prifoner was then invited to the King’s Brother’s 
Houfe, where he was plentifully entertain‘d ; but altho’ 
none of them would at any time eat along with him, at 
their Return to. the King of the Pawmonkees, all the Wo- 
men and Children flocked about the Captain, and. fhared 
always amongft them what Victuals he left. 


Last of all, the Prifoner was carried to Meronocomaca, 
the Seat of their great Emperor Powdatton, to whom they 
were formally introduced, as he fate, in a folemn Manner,. 
on a wooden Bench before a great Fire, cover’d with a Robe 
of Racoon Skins. ‘There fate on each Side of the Emperor a 
young Woman, and on each Side of the Room two Rows of 
Men, and as many Women behind them, with all their 
Hands and Shoulders painted red ; at the Captain’s Entrance 
before this Prince, all the People gave a Shout, and the 

ueen of Appomatock was appointed to bring Water to wath. 
his Hands, and another brought him a Bunch of Feathers, 
inftead of a Towel, to dry them. After this, having feafted 
the Prifoner in the grandeft Manner they could, a long Con- 


fultation was held amongft them ; at the Conclufion where-. 


of, two great Stones were p aced before the Emperor Pow- 
hatton . then as many as could, laid Hands on the Prifoner, 
3 y ) ‘ P 

and dragging him towards the Stones, they put his Head on 
them. 
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them, and immediately prepared themfelves with great Clubs 
to knock out his Brains ; but at this very Inftant, Poco- 
hontas the King’s favourite Daughter, after fhe found no 
Intreaties could prevail, flew to the Block ;and taking Captain 
Smith's Head in her Arms, the laid her own upon it to fave 
him from Death ; which furprifing Event moved the Em- 
peror to tell the Prifoner, that he fhould live to make 
Hatchets for him, and Bells and other Ornaments for his 
Daughter Pocobontas. 


In about two Days, Powhatton having drefs'd himfelf 
up in a moft frightful Manner, caufed Captain Smith to be 
brought into a large Houfe, ftanding by itfelf in the Woods, 
where he was placed on a Mat by the Fire-fide, and fo left 
quite alone ; foon afterwards the Captain heard from behind 
a Mat, which divided the Houfe like a Curtain, a moft dole- 
ful and unpleafant Noife; then appeared the Emperor Pow- 
hatton, more like a Devil than a Man, at the Head of two 
hundred as black as himfelf ; and as he approached Captain 
Smith, he told him, that now they were good Friends to- 
gether, he intended to fend him to Yames Town, from 
whence he defired the Captain would order two great Guns 
and a Grind-ftone to be fent to him ; for which Powhatton 
would give him in Return the Country of Capabowofiok, and 
for ever efteem him as his Son Nantaquond. Accordingly 
the Captain was immediately difpatch’d Home with twelve 
Guides ; but as they were obliged to lie all that N ight in the 
Woods, the Captain could not fhake off the Apprehenfions 
he had all along had every Moment, until the next Morning 
early, when they arrived at the Engh{h Fort ; where, after 
the Captain had entertain’d his Conduétors in the moft ge- 
nerous Manner, he fhew’d to Rawhunt, Powhatton’s Servant, 
two Demi-culverins and a Mill-ftone, to be carried to his 
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Matter; but befides that the Prefent was rather too weighty 
for them, when they faw the great Guns that were loaded 
with Stones, difcharged at a huge great Tree, from which 
the Boughs, full of icles, came tumbling down with a 
dreadful Noife, the poor Indians run away half dead with 
Fear ; after a little time, being perfuaded to return, Captain 
Smith gave them a great many Toys, and likewife fent fuch 
handfome Prefents to Powhatton, his Women, and Children, 
as fully contented them. 


Caprain Smith found all Things at ames Town in 
great Diforder; another difcontented Party made a third At- 
tempt to run away with the Pinnace; which the Captain 
again prevented with the Hazard of his Life, by endeavour- 
ing to fink the Veffel with Cannon-fhot, and driving the 
Deferters on Shore by Force of Arms. Their Spleen againft 
Captain Sth was fuch, that fome of them, in Concert with 
the Prefident, form’d a Defign againft his Life ; by fpiriting 
up one or two cafuittical Lawyers to infift, that the Captain 
ought to be try’d by the Levitical Law, for the Death of 
Robinfon and Entry, who had perith’d by his Means ; but 
the Captain’s invincible Spirit foon got the better of thefe 
Artifices, by fending the pretended Lawyers Prifoners to 


England, 


In the mean time the Princefs Pocohontas was fure, 
once in five or fix Days, with her Attendants, to bring a 
plentiful Load of Provitions to the Exgl/h Fort; without 
which they neither could: have fubfifted, nor would Captain 
Smith have been able to prevent their Defertion. 


Write Captain. Smith remain’d a Prifoner amonegft 
the Indians, he had. told them, That much about this Time, - 
Captain 
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Captain Newport, whom he ufed to calk his Father, would 
‘arrive with a frefh Supply of Men and Provifions from Eng- 
Jand ; and.it fo happening as the: Captain had foretold, the 
Indians from thence had conceived a prodigious Refpect and 
Veneration for him; and gave fuch intire Credit to every 
Thing he faid, that they conitentedly fubmitted’ to let him 
fettie the ftated Price and Value of every Thing brought to 
Market; fo that for fome time, they purchafed what Pro- 
vifions they wanted from the Indians, at a very moderate 
Rate ; yet this laited but a fhort while, for the Prefident 
and. fome others of the Council, were fo indifcreetly jealous 
of Captain Swzth’s Reputation with the Savages, and fo much 
envied his Credit among{t them, that they induftrioufly gave 
a great deal more than Captain Syzth allowed, in Exchange 
for Corn, &c. thinking thereby to raife their own Cha- 
racters and Authority amongit the Indzans, far above Captain 
Smith’s:-This, together with the dnbownded Liberty given 
to the common Shilots at that time, of trading wer the 
Indians in what Manner they pleated, fo fpoil’d the Market, 
that the Indians became exorbitant in their Demands, and 
would not fell for a Pound Weight of Copper, what a little 


before they would chearfully have given for an Ounce. 


In the mean time, the Emperor Peowhatton, who had 
from Smith's Report, Aiea ady col neeived a mighty Opinion of 
Captain Newport, was now fully confirm’d in thofe Senti- 
ments, by the large Prefents which Newfort had fent him; 
and the Captain again on his Part, being no lefs puffed-up 
witha Conceit» of the Emperor's Grantlews, they burn’ d 
with a mutual Defire of. feeing each ot hee When the 
Pinnace was prepared, and all Things put in the beft Order, 
to. convoy Captain yee Captain Swath, and Mr. Scrz 
vener, anew Member of the Council from England, and a 
Retinue 




















































The Hiftory of Vircin ta, 
Retiriue to the Number of forty Perfons, on this Vifit ; 
they no fooner arrived at Worococomoco, but the Idea which 
Newport had conceived of Powhatton’s Greatnefs, filled his 
Head with Doubt and Fear, left fome Trap fhould be laid 
for them ; to remove which, Smith undertook to go on 
Shore, at the Head of twenty Men, and to clear the Way 
for the reft to follow him; when Captain Smth landed, 
he found there were fo many ozey Creeks to pafs, by the 
Help of a few Sticks carelefsly laid over, by way of a 
Bridge, that he himfelf fufpected fome Treachery ; and there- 
fore keeping fome of the Indians behind with him, he made 
the reft conduct one Half of his Men over, and then fol- 
low’d himfelf quite up to the Indian Town, where Pow- 
hatton received him with great Pomp ; and after his Manner, 
they were magnificently entertain’d, with Featting, Dancing, 
and Singing, all that Night ; Proclamation being firft made, 
that no Indian fhould prefume to offer the leaft Offence to 
any Englifhman on Pain of Death, 


Tue next Day Captain Newport landed, and was re- 
ceived by Powhazton, fitting on his Bed of Mats, leaning on 
a Pillow of Leather, embroider’d, after their rude Manner, 
with Pearl and white Beads: He was cloathed in a large Fur 
Mantle, with a handfome young Woman at his Head, and 
another at his Feet ; on each Side of the Room fat twenty of 
his Concubines, with their Heads and Shoulders painted red, 
and a String of white Beads about their Necks ; right be- 
fore him were placed the chief Men of his Court, and be- 
hind there was a Guard of at leaft five hundred People, 
through which a Lane was made for the Engli/b to pafs, 


Captain Newport was much pleafed with the Indians 
Manner of entertaining them, and made Powhatton a 
. Prefent 
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Prefentof an Englifh Boy, called Thomas Salvage : InReturn, 
the King gave the Captain an Indian Servant, of a fhrewd 
fubtle Capacity, whofe Name was Namantack : Thus they 
{pent four or five Days in caroufing, trading, and compli- 
menting one another ; and at laft the fubtle Indian made a 
formal Harangue to Captain Newport, telling him, That it 
did not become either of their Dignities, to trade with each 
other in Trifles, as the lower Rank of People did: Where- 
fore he propofed, that Captain Newport fhould lay down 
before him all his Merchandife at once; then the Emperor 
would chufe fuch Things as fuited him, and give what he 
judged to be theirValue in Return. Hereupon Captain Smzth, 
who was the Interpreter between them, told Newport to 
beware of the Jzdian, for that he plainly intended to cheat 
him. But the Captain, intoxicated with the vain Oftentation 
of out-doing the haughty Savage in his own Way, thereby 
hoping to gain confiderably upon him, agreed to the Pro- 
pofal, and immediately depofited all his Goods before him. 
On which it appearing, as Smith had foretold, that the Jn- 
dian put twenty times a greater Value on his Corn, and 
Skins, @c. than they were really worth, Captain Smzth 
was fomewhat uneafy at Newport's Condué ; yet carefully 
concealing his Thoughts from Powhatton, he plac’d in his 
View a great many gaudy Trifles, amongit which there was 
a Bunch of glittering blue Beads, that the King took a Fancy 
to: But Smth told him, they were the moft valuable Part 
of the whole Cargo, being compofed of a curious rare 
Metal of the Colour of the Sky, that was only to be worn 
by the greateft Emperors in the World. ‘This artful Dif-. 
courfe fo raifed the proud Indian’s Defire to be Matter of 
fuch rare Jewels, that before parting, he courted Captain 
Smith to accept of three hundred Batkets of Corn for about 
two Pounds Weight of thofe Beads ; which made fome 
Amends 
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The Hiftory of VirGinta. 76 
Amends for Newport's bad Market in other Things of 
greater Value. 


ViViN eV. 


Mucu in the fame Manner, they were afterwards en- 
tertain’d by Opocancanough, King of Pawmonkee ; who was 
likewife accommodated with a Parcel of blue Beads, at the 
fame Rate, which Commodity became in fuch Etteem 
among{t them, that none but the great Kings, their Wives 
and Children, were permitted to wear them. 


THis Company no fooner returned to their Friends at 
the Fort, than they carefully ftored up this frefh Supply 
of Corn, Be, But the Town, which was only thatched with 
Reeds, happen’d to be accidentally fet on Fire, and quite 
burnt down to the Palifadoes : By this unhappy Event, they 
loit a great Part of their Arms, Bedding, Cloaths, &c. and 
almoft all their Provifion, which was very uncomfortable 
in the Middle of the Winter, 1607. during the Time of an 
extreme hard Froft. 
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THe Ship’s Company, who had now been detained four- 
teen Weeks, altho’ with good Conduét they might have been 
difpatched in fourteen Days, contributed to an Expence of 
a great Part of the Provifion, which had been fent from 
England, for the Ufe of the Colony ; and tho’ Captain Smith 

and Mr. Scrivener were very induftrious to fee every Thing 
managed to the beft Advantage, yet they were overpower’d 
by the Prefident and his Friends in the Council : ; who en- 
couraged Luxury, and filled the People’s Heads with vain 
empty Hopes, of making Gold out of every fhining Pebble 
they met with. ‘Thus fieabolls was neglected, and none 
valued fo much as the Refiners for ete fiat! Promifes. 
Even Captain Newport himfelf was drawn into this Snare, 
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6 The Hiftory of VIRGINIA 
who failed early in the Spring for England, taking Mr. Wing- 
field, and Captain Archer, along with him. 


~~ TJ 


Tue. chief Authority at this time was lodged with 
Captain Martin, and the fickly Prefident, who revelled in 
Plenty by felling the public Stores for their own Ufe, 
ai while others were half-ftarved. Mr. Serzvener and Captain 

vat Smith divided between them the Care of rebuilding ‘fames 
Town, repairing the Palifadoes, and planting of Corn, Gc. 
And while all Hands were thus employed, Captain Ne//on, 
in the Ship Phenix, who came out of England in Company 
with Newport, but was blown to the We/f-Indres in a Storm, 
juft then arrived, to the unlooked-for Joy and Content of 
all the Company. 


Ht NELSON, who had been a moft careful Manager 
| during all the Time of his Misfortune, had found means to 
\ fupport his People amongft the Iflands in the We/t-Indves, 
i \ without {pending but very little of his Englz/h Stock ; fo 
i | that he brought as much Provifion with him, as at the poor 

Rate of their Living was fufficient to ferve the Colony for 


) a fix Months. 


A sMALL Difpute happen’d at this time between Captain 
Martin and Captain Smith, the firft intending to have loaded 
the Ship Phenix with Ore, whilft the other intifted to fill her 
up with Cedar, both for Profitand Difpatch. In the mean 
time the Emperor Powhatton took a Fancy to fend Captain 


Smith a Prefent of twenty Turkies, hoping to get in Return 
twenty Swords, as he had from Captain Newport, for the 
like Prefent juft before his Departure; and finding himielf 
difappointed of his Expectation, he fet his People to work 
all manner of Ways, to procure by €tzalth, or even by Force, 
what 
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what Arms they could from the Ezgli/h; and the fearful 


77 


Prefident, under Colour of the {trict Orders from England - 


not to offend the Indians, was fo indolently mild as to take 
no Notice of thofe Abufes ; which at laft made the Natives 
fo infolent, as to beat and abufe the People, robbing them 
of their Arms, while they were at Work in the Field. 
Captain Sith however could bear fuch Treatment no longer, 
and after hunting thofe diforderly Indias up and down 
where-ever they could be met with, he publickly whipt fome, 
and imprifon’d feven, to make them difcover by whofe 
Command, and for what Purpofe they dared to commit fuch 
diforderly ACtions. 


THE Savages hereupon feized on two ftraggling Soldiers, 
and affembling a great Number of them together, they came 
up ina hoftile Manner to’ the Fort, threatening mighty 
Things, if the Indzan Prifoners were not immediately re- 
leafed; but Captain Smzth fallying out that Inftant, fo 
galled them, that they were glad to fue for Peace, aie de- 
Hivered up the two Soldiers, without infifting on any Terms 
for the Prifoners ; who were fo ftrictly exa mined, that they 
all confeffed, Powbatton had fet them on to procure Arms, 
in order to attack the Engli/h, Notwith ftanding the fly 
Indian, at this very Ls gaetise fent particular Meflengers,and 
large Prefents, along with his favourite Daughter Pocohuntas, 
to excufe the Injuries that had been rafhly done by fome bf 
his People ; intreating the Prifoners mi ion be fet at Liberty, 
with ftrong A fit th cbs of his future Love and Frien dthip. 
But Captain Smith, who knew beft how to deal with thefe 
People, firft corrected the Prifoners ; and then ufing them 
more gently for two Days, he delivered them to the Prin- 
cefs Pocohuntas, for whofe Sake only he pretended to have 
faved their Lives, 
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Tue Prefident and his Friends in the Council, who were 
always too cautioufly afraid of quarrelling-with the Indians, 
took this Opportunity of finding Fault with C: aptain Swika 
for his Cruelty to the Prifoners; but neverthelefs it had fo 
good an Effect as to keep the Natives under fuch Awe, that 
or fome time they were frighten’d at the very ‘Name of 
vaptain Smith. 


se 


f 
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Tue Ship Phenix, by Smith and Nelj/on’s Diligence, was 
now loaded with Cedar, and ready to depart : Mr. Scrivener 
gave the needful Attention to Bufinefs at the Fort, while 
Captain Sy7th prepared himfelf, with a felect Company, to 
go up the Bay of Chea/apeak, on further Difcovery, 


On the 2d Day of Fune, 1608. Captain Smith, with 
fourteen Perfons more in Company, left ames Town, in 
an open Barge, and parting with the Phenix outward-bound 
at Cape Henry, they coafted along the Eaftern Shore of the 
Bay of Chea/apeak ; difcovering many {mall Iflands, Creeks, 
and Inlets, to which they gave fuch Names as they pleafed ; 
and informed them{felves of as many Particulars, relating to 
the Country, as they could learn from many different Indian 
Nations, whom they met and converfed with ; and tho’ thofe 
Savages made feveral Attempts to betray the Engli/b into 
Ambufcades they had laid for them, yet Captain Sith was 
fo cautious and bold at the fame time, that being always 
poffefled of Hoftages before he would cud them, he ftill 
efcaped their Snares, without lofing a Man, even tho’ he was 
frequently obliged to attack and kill fome of them, 


During this Peregrination, the Captain met with fome 
hard Gales of Wind, Thunder, and Rain, which not only 
fatigued 
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fatigued his People, but fpoil’d their Provifions in the open 


Barge, and orheeile diftreffed them; fo that after fourteen 
Days, two or three falling fick, they were obliged to return 
from about the Middle of the he ; and on the 16th of 
‘fune they fell in with the Mouth of Potowmack River 
which being feven Miles wide, their Curiofity led them to 
purfue it quite up as far as they could go ; in which Expe- 
dition they ftill met with a greater Variety among the Na- 
tives, and had feveral ms dvSeiate’ with them. At laft, while 
they were fifhing for Diverfion, Captain Syith was acci- 
dentally ftruck in the Wrift by a fharp Sting in the Tail of 
a large flat Fith, called a Stzmgray, which in a few Hours fo 
{well’d the Captain's s whole Abas wid Shoulder, with excef- 
five Pain, that they all defpaired of his Life: Bi nb Aftee Doctor 
Ruffel ad probed the Wound, and anointed the Part with 
a foftening lenitive Oil, the Violence of the Pain abated, 
and they fet Sail for ‘fames Town, where they arrived in 
Safety on the 21ft of Fu/y, to the unf{peakable Joy of their 
Friends, who were in great Perplexity from the bad Effects 
of the Prefident Rateliff s ill Conduct ; for he had not only 
watted the public Stores, but had brought a Sicknefs amongft 
thofe who laft arrived from England, by putting them to 
an unneceffary and moft extravagant Fatigue, in building a 
Pleafure-houfe for him in the Woods, 


Tue Difcontent was fo univerfal, that nothing elfe could 
eee. them, but the depofing of the Prefident, and putting 

Captain pare (whofe Turn it was to fucceed) in his Room ; 
which being done, the Captain fubftituted his good Frieda 
Mr. Scrivener, to be his D eputy 5 and having changed moft 
of the under Servants, and given proper Directions for the 
future, to deliver out the Provifion to the People more 
equally, the new Prefident left them to enjoy a little Reft, 
and 
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and to nurfe one another, while himfelf, with twelve more 
in the Barge, went out a fecond Time to finifh his Difco- 


very of Cheafapeak Bay. 


Trey departed from Yames Town the 24th of Ful, 
1608. and direéted their Courfe ftrait up to the Head of 
the Bay of Cheafapeak, where they met with feveral Troops 
of Indians in their Canoes ; with whom they had fome 
Skirmifhes at firft, but afterwards parted feemingly good 
Friends, 


Ar the Bottom of the Bay, they found it divided itfelf 
into four Branches ; of which the great River Su/guaha- 
mab was the moft confiderable. A numerous Nation of 
ftout Indians, that were fettled above the Falls of this Ri- 
ver, came down to vifit them, and paid them great Refpect. 
From hence they return’d to the River Pottuxen, where they 
had a friendly Intercourfe with the Natives ; then pro- 
ceeded to Potowmack, and from that to Rappahannock, 
where they had a warm Difpute with the King of a ftub- 
born Nation, whom they at laft vanquifh’d, and brought to 
Terms of Peace. Such of their Company as came laft from 
Europe, and had not yet been feafon’d to the Climate, fell 
fick, of whom however they loft none but Mr. Fether/tone, 
who was buried at this Place ; from Rappahannock they 
came to Piankotank, and in a dangerous Storm of Thunder, 
Wind, and Rain, they at laft arrived at Pont Comfort in the 
Mouth of Yames River ; from whence they went up to 


difcover a {mall River on the South Shore, called Nan/a- 


mund, where they found many Corn-fields; but the River 
being narrow, they were attacked on each Side by the Indians 
from the Shore, and behind by a Fleet of Canoes. Yet 
fheltering themfelves from the Indian Atrows, by fixing up 
Targets 
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Targets round the Gunnel of the Barge, they foon put the 
Indians to Flight with their Fire-Arms, and fo got Poffef- 
fion of all their Canoes ; which obliged them to fue for 
Peace, and to redeem their Boats, by giving the Engli/h as 
much Corn as they could carry off, and fuch other Provifion 
as they had; with which they return’d to Yames Town 
on the 7th Day of September, where they found, by 
Mr. Serivener’s Care and Induftry, the Harveft had been 
well got in, but the Provifion in the Store was fomewhat 
damaged with Rain, many of the People dead, and fome 
fick ; which Misfortunes, and the whole Neglect of the 
Summer, were all imputed to the fupine ill Conduct of 
their late Prefident Captain Ratcl7#}; who was then under 
Confinement for Mutiny. 


Tis was the Situation of Affairs on the roth Day of 
September, when the Council proceeded to the formal Elec- 
tion of a Prefident; and by unanimous Confent the Letters 
Patents were deliver’d to Captain Smzth, a Man every way 
qualified to difcharge that important Trutft. 


THiNnes now began to take a different Turn; for in. 
ftead of finithing Ratc/ff’s fine Palace, the Church was re. 
built, the Fort thoroughly repaired, and reduced into the 
Form of a Pentagon.; the Store-houfe was inlarged to re- 
ceive the Supplies that were daily expected ; the Difpofition 
of the Guard was better regulated, and all the Men fit to 
carry Arms were exercifed every Saturday : The Boats were 
likewife trimm’d up for a Trading Voyage, and fent out un- 
der the Command of Lieutenant Percy ; but he accidentally 
meeting with the fecond Supply from England, Captain 
Newport, whofe Head was full of Projects, brought back 
the People to affift him in his intended Ditcoveries. 
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THERE were at this time one hundred and thirty Per- 
fons remaining in the Colony, when Captain Newport ar- 
riv'd with about feventy more, chiefly Artificers ; and par- 
ticularly fome Polanders and Dutchmen, to make Pitch,Tar, 
Pot-Ath, Glafs, &c. and to build Mills, and other Machines, 
for carrying on thefe feveral Manufactures ; they having 
conceiv'd fuch imaginary Hopes in England of the immenfe 
Profit thefe Commodities would immediately produce, that 
they forgot to begin with the neceffary Precaution of either 
caufing to be raifed in the Country, or fending from Europe, 
Provifion fufficient to maintain fo great a Number of People; 
and the Vanity of Captain Newport's Conduct at this time 
was fo ridiculous that he had not only procur’d to him- 
{elf a particular Commitlion to bring over with him a 
Lump of folid Gold, and to make a full Difcovery of the 
Country of Manacan, where it was fuppos’d to grow ; but 
likewife, before he return’d, to find out a Paffage over the 
Mountains to the South-Sea, bringing with him in Pieces 
a fine Pinnace, to be carried over Land for that Purpofe ; 
and in his Way, it was believed he would certainly find 
fome of the People, who had belong’d to Sir Walter Ra- 
leigh’s Company. 


In order to enable the Captain to execute thefe Things 
more effectually, he had brought with him a magnificent 
Prefent for the Emperor Powhatton, confifting of an Im- 
perial Crown, a Bed, Bedftead and Cloaths, with a curious 
Bafon and Ewer ; fo that great Preparations were made 
for the Solemnity of Powbatton’s Coronation, not doubting 
in the leaft to gain thereby the fincere Affection, and 
ready Affiftance, of that haughty Indian. . 
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THE Majority of the Council, and the Generality of 
the People, were fo intoxicated with thefe glittering Schemes, 


that the Prefident Sizth’s Objections to them were over. -! 


ruled, and one hundred and twenty Men were appointed for 
Captain Newport's Guard, in his intended Expedition, and 
ceremonious Vifit to Powhatton ; but the Prefident pru- 
dently confidering, how much Time would be idlely {pent 
in this Journey by fo great a Number of Hands, offer’d 
himfelf, withonly four others in Company, to go ona Mef- 
fage to Powhatton, to acquaint him of the Prefents that 
were fent him by Captain Newport, and to invite him down 
to receive them at ames Town; accordingly he went over 
by Land to Werecomaco, pafling the River Pawmonkee in 
a Canoe. 


Captain Smith on his Arrival was elegantly entertain’d 
by the Princefs Pocohuntas, who fent for her Father, being 
then thirty Miles off ; and the next Day, when Powhatton 
return’d, the Prefident deliver’d his Meflage, to which the 
proud Indian made the following Anfwer ; viz. 


‘ Ir your King has fent me Prefents, I alfo ama King, 

‘ and this is my Land; I will flay eight Days to receive 
“ them: But your Father (meaning Captain Newport) mutt 
‘ come to me, not I to him ; for I fhall not come down 
‘ to your Port, nor be catch’d with fuch Baits ; your In- 
‘ quiry after the People that were loft fo long ago, is vain ; 
‘ and as for the’Stories you have heard, of Salt Water be- 
‘ yond the Mountains, they are all falfe.’ Hereupon he 
began to draw on the Ground a rude Plan of the Situation 
of the Country and Rivers behind the Mountains ; and 
after a great deal of Difcourfe on this Subject, and many 
M 2 ceremonial 
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The Hiftory of VIRGINIA. 


ceremonial Compliments had paffed between them, Capt ain 
Smith return’d, and on reporting this Anfwer to the Council 
at ‘Fames Town, the Prefents were order’d to be fent by 
Water, which is near one hundred Miles, while the two 
Captains, Smith and Newport, with fifty Men, went. by 
Land. 


Tue next Day after their Arrival at Werecomaco, was 
appointed for Powhatton’s Coronation. When the Prefents 
were all laid before him, they could by no Means perfuade 
him to put on the Scarlet Cloak and Apparel, till his old 
Indian Servant Namantack, who had been in England with 
Captain Newport, affur'd him they could not hurt him; and 
it was a long time before they could prevail with him to bend 
his Knee but a very little, while they put the Crown 
on his Head; at which Inftant, on a Signal given, all the 
Englife made a clofe Fire, which made the Emperor ftart 
up ina terrible Fright; but when hefound there was no Dan- 
ger, he made them fome {mall Acknowledgment, after his 
Manner of Expretiion, for the Honours conferr’d on him, 
giving his old Shoes and Mantle to Captain Newport, at 
the fame time diffuading him from making any further 
Search after the Country of Manacan ; and in Return for 
all thefe rich Prefents only gave Captain Newport a few 
Ears of Corn, amounting to the Quantity of feven or eight 
Bufhels, with which they returned to the Fort. 


Captain Newport was {till fo intent on difcovering 
Gold Mines, and imaginary Riches, that one hundred and 
twenty chofen Men, under the Command of Captain Wa/do, 
and others, were appointed to attend him on his Journey 
Weftward, to the fam’d Country of Manacan, while the 
induftrious 
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induftrious Prefident was left at the Fort, with about eighty 
or ninety of the weakeft Hands to relade the Ship. 


ArTreR Newport and his Company had fpent their Time 
idlely, hunting after Mines, and making many fruitlefs 
Trials, in digging and melting a Variety of Stuff they pick’d 
out of the Earth, they return’d to ames Town, half fick, 
and all much fatigued, without having had any Traffick 
with the Indians, who refus'd to trade with them, hiding 
all their Corn in the Woods, fo that Provifions became ex- 
ceeding fcarce. 


In this Extremity the Prefident difpofed all Things in 
the beft Manner for difpatching the Ships, which lay at a 
great Expence, confuming their little Remainder of Provi- 
fions ; thofe that were fit for it he fet to making Glafs, Tar, 
Pitch, Pot-Ath, &c. and leaving the Bufinefs at the Fort 
under the Direction of the Council, he went himfelf with 
about thirty Hands, moft of them Gentlemen, unus’d to 
Labour, to cut down Trees in the Woods, and. make Clap- 
boards, wherein they fucceeded wonderfully ; for the Pre- 
fident’s laborious Example made them all bear the Fatigue 
with Pleafure and Content. 


WueEn the Prefident return’d to the Fort, tho’ he found 
them all employed in one Thing or other, yet {till there 
was no Care taken for a farther Supply of Corn and Bread ; 
he therefore immediately imbark’d on Board the Di/covery- 
Barge, taking another along with him, and ordering the 
Council to fend Lieutenant Percy in a third Boat after him 
to Chickahominy ; where, as foon as he arrivd, that ftubborn 
Nation being well appriz’d of the Wants the Engl/b were 
reduc’d to, not only refus’d to trade, but fcornfully infulted 
and 
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The Hiftory of Vircintia. 


and contemned them ; yet brave Captain Smith, perceiving 
by their Behaviour, that it was a Fetch in Powbatton’s Pow 
licy to ftarve them, plainly told the Indians, that his prin- 
cipal Bufinets there was to refent the ill Ufage he met with 
at the time they took him Prifoner, and to revenge the 
Death of his two Men, whom they had murder’d; and im- 
mediately landing his People, and preparing that Inftant to at- 
tack them, they prefently fled, and foon after fent Embafladors 
with Prefents of Corn, Fifth and F owl, to fue for Peace ; 
and having loaded the Prefident’s two Boats, and alfo Lieu- 
tenant Percy's, with Corn, and fuch other Things as they 
had to content them, they took a friendly Leave of each 
other, the Prefident returning with this little Supply to 
ames Town, where the Generality of the People, who 
were in Dread of being ftarved, made them very welcome. 
But fome of the Council, who much envy d the Prefident’s 
Succe{s, were {tung to the quick at the univerfal Applaufe 
given to his Conduct ; in Defpite of which, Newport and 
Ratcliff, obferving that he often left the Fort on Bufinefs, 
without any formal Leave of the Council, form’d a Projeé& 
to fhut him out, on.Pretence that he neglected his Duty and 
Character ; yet their Plot not only mifcarried, but had like 
to have fallen heavy on their own Heads ; for about this 
time it was difcover’d, that great Abufes were committed 
by the Sailors, Soldiers, and others of the lower Rank, in 
pilfering all Manner of Tools and Utenfils out of the pub- 
lick Store, to exchange with the Indians ; whereby the Pub- 
lick was not only robb’d, but the Natives were likewife en- 
couraged to be faucy, and the Market quite f{poilt; and it 
even appear’d that thefe Diforders were encourag’d under- 
hand by the Commanders and _ other Oificers on Board the 
Ships, who grafp'd at an immoderate Gain by returning Goods 
privately to England for their own Account, notwithitanding 
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they were at the fame time plentifully fupported both with 
Victuals and Wages by the Company at home. 


To rectify this, new and very ftri€t Regulations were 
made, in relation to the Indian Trade; and if Captain 
Newport had not fubmitted himfelf, the Prefident was 
determin’d to have fent home the Ship under another Com- 
mander ; but all thefe Things being at latt quietly fettled, 
Newport was difpatch’d with a Load of Wainfcot Clap-boards, 
and fuch fmall Trials of Pitch and Tar, Glafs, Pot-Athes, 
Frankincenfe, Gc. as they were able to make. At the fame 
time the Prefident fent the following Letter, directed to. 
the Treafurer and Council for the Colony of Virginia,, 
at London. 


Right Honourable, 


Receivep your Letter, wherein you write, that our 
* Minds are fet upon Faction and idle Conceits, in di- 
‘ viding the Country without your Confent ; and that we 
‘ feed you with but Hopes, and a very few Proofs, as if we 
‘ meant to keep the Myftery of Bufinefs to ourfelves, com~ 
* manding us exprefily to follow your Inftru@ions fent by 
‘ Captain Newport, the Charge of whofe Voyage amounts 
‘ to near two thoufand Pounds, which you expect we are 
‘ to pay by the Return of the Ships. To which Particulars 
‘ I humbly intreat your Pardon, if I offend with my rude 
‘ Anfwer. 


‘ As to our Factions, unlefs you would have me run away, 
‘ and leave the Country, I cannot prevent them ; and wit! 
re{pect to that idle Letter about dividing the Country, 
‘ which, it feems, was fent by the Prefident and his Confe- 
* derates to my Lord of Sak/bury, 1 know nothing of it, 
* neither 
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neither were the Contents in any Shape communicated to 
me ; and as to feeding you with Hopes, I have told you 
nothing at any time, but fuch Things as I have truly dif- 
cover'd here myfelf at the Hazard of my Life ; neither have 
I concealed from you any Thing that I do know, altho’ I 
have Reafon to think others have made you believe much 
more than is true. 


‘Lown I was againft following your Directions by 
Captain Newport, but neverthelefs I fubmitted to be over- 
tuled by a Majority of the Council ; and Powhatton has 
been crowned according to your Directions. 


* As to carrying the Boat you fent above the Falls over 
Mens Shoulders, if fhe was burnt to Afhes, and put intoa 
Bag, it may be done, but otherwife impracticable ; and for 
Captain Newport to go and feek after a Gold Mine in the 
South-Sea, and to find any of the People formerly fent 
by Sir Walter Raleigh, it is equally impofiible and ridicu- 
lous ; however the Captain had his Humour, having car- 
ried along with him into the Woods one hundred and 
twenty of the ableft of the People, whom he fatigued to 
no manner of Purpofe, and brought them back almoft 


all fick. 


* I Have made what Progrefs I could in the new Ma- 
nufactures of Pitch, Tar, Glafs, Soap-Ath, and Clap-board ; 
but you muft not expect that thofe poor People ina Wil- 
dernefs, without Bread to eat, or neceffary Tools to work 
with, can make fuch Difpatch as may be done in Sweden 
and Rufia, where that Sort of Bufinefs is by long Ex- 
perience brought to Perfection. : 
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‘ By whofe Advice you were drawn in to fend fuch 
Prefents to Powhatton, and to give him fuch a pompous 
Coronation, I know not; but we have Caufe here to ap- 
prehend, that it will foon bring very dangerous and fatal 
Confequences on this poor Handful of People, Captain 
Newport is fufpected to be the Author of thefe filly In- 
ventions ; and as for Captain Ratcliff, now called Sick/e- 
mare, and Archer, I have fent them home, left the People 
here fhould cut their Throats; and if you think fit to fend 
them back, we can never be without a Fa@ion. It is 
Carpenters, Hufbandmen, Gardeners, Blackfmiths, and 
Mafons, that we want, rather than fuch People as eat up 
all the Provifions, and {pend their whole Time in vain. 
‘ filly Projects. Thefe are the true Caufes of our not be- 
ing as yet ina Condition to make Returns fuitable to your 
Expence. So I humbly reft, &c.’ 
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Te careful Prefident, who was always watchful to pre- 
vent Famine, or an extreme Want among the People, went 
down the River in Company with Captain Wynn, and 
Mr. Scrivener, to Nanfamund ; where the Indians, com- 
plaining of Want themfelves, refus'd any Manner of Supply 
to the Engli/b, or to trade with them onany Terms. Here- 
upon the Prefident faluted them with a Volly of Shot, and 
fet Fire to one of their Houfes; which fo alarmed them, 
that they begg’d Peace, and immediately brought down as 
much Corn as loaded all the three Boats ; fo departing with 
the Supply, they return’d to ames Town, where the firft. 
Marriage in Virginia, about this time, was confummated 


between Fobn Laydon and Anne Barrows, 
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THe Prefident, ever intent on lofing no Time, went out 
again, in Company with Captain Waldo, and two Barges ; 
but the Natives, jealous of their Intentions, were every-where 
fied from their Habitations, till they happen’d to difcover 
the River and People of ppamattock, who divided what 
little Corn they had in Trade with them ; but Mr. Ser7- 
vener and Lieutenant Percy, who went out on the fame 
Account, had no manner of Succefs, returning with their 
Boats quite empty. 


SOON after this, that crafty Indian Powhatton fent an 
Invitation to the Prefident to come to him; and if in the 
mean time he would pleafe to fend fome of his Men to 
build him a Houfe, together with a Grind-ftone, fifty 
Swords, as many Pikes, and a Cock and Hen, he would 
trade with the Exgli/h for a Ship-Load of Corn. The 
Prefident, fully appriz’d of the fubtle Zndian’s Craft and 
Treachery, diflembled his real Purpofe, and accordingly 
fent two Dutch and two Englifh Carpenters, as Powhatton 
defir'd, promifing to follow himfelf; but having, in the Ex- 
tremity they were in, form’d a Project of feizing Powhatton, 
and forcing from him a fufficient Quantity of Corn, to put 
off the Severity of the Winter Seafon, he pitched upon 
Captain Waldo as a Man he could depend on to fecond him 
in this bold Attempt. However Mr. Scrivener and Captain 
Hiynn, who envyd Captain Smith's {uperior Fortune and 
Conduct, and had lately fent home grofs Mifreprefentations 
under-hand.again{t him, openly oppofed this Defign in the 
Council, tho: to, very, little Purpofe ; for the Danger of ftarv- 
ing was fo imminent, and Captain Smzth’s Refolution fo 
well fix’d, that after having well concerted his Meafures 
with Captain Waldo, he left Mr. Scrivener his Deputy at 
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The Hiftory of VirGintra, 
the Fort, as ufual ; and with forty-fix of the ableft and beft 


Men, who voluntarily inlifted themfelves to go with him, 
imbark’d himfelf with that Company on the Pinnace, and 
two Barges, and came the firft Night to Warrafkoyock, 
where that good-natur’d King furnith’d him with fome Pro- 
vifions, and exprefs'd his Friendfhip, firft, by endeavouring 
to diffuade him from going to Powhatton ; but finding he 
could not prevail, frankly told the Prefident, That notwith- 
ftanding Powhatton feemingly might treat him kindly, yet 
he advis'd him by no means to truft him, or give him any 
Opportunity of feizing his Arms; for he was affur'd, he only 
fent for him with a Defign to betray him. The Prefident 
return’d the Indian Thanks for his good Advice, and de- 
parted on his Route ; but by the Means of contrary Winds, 
and the Extremity of the Weather, they did not arrive at 
Werocomaco till the 12th of Fanuary, when the River be- 
ing frozen almoft half a Mile from the Shore, the Prefident 
with twelve Hands could only approach with the Barge, 
which being left a-ground by the Ebb Tide, they waded 
up to the Middle through the Mud, after the Prefident’s 
Example, who never dallyd with Time. 


TuHey took up their Quarters in the firft Houfe they 
came to, and having fent to Powhbatton for Provifion, he 
order’d them great Plenty of Bread, Turkies, and Venifon ; 


+ but when he came next Day himfelf, he afk’d the Prefident 


when he intended to return, denying that ever he fent 
for him, or that he or his People had any Corn to fpare ; 
and when the Prefident confronted him with the Meffenger 
who had brought his Invitation, he only laugh’d, and de- 
manded where were their Goods; which being produc’d, he 
faid he wanted nothing but Guns and Swords, refufing to 
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traffick for any thing elfe; on which the Prefident {poke 


as follows : 


‘ POWH ATTON, I could have furnith’d myfelf with 


‘ what Provifion I want a great many Ways; but I was 


willing to oblige you before all others, and made not the 
leatt Doubt, but that I might depend on the Performance 
of any Thing you promis'd. I think I gave a fufficient 
Teftimony of my Friendfhip, by neglecting my own 
Work, and fending my Men to build you a Houfe; in 
Return for all my Kindnefs, I find you are refolved not 
to trade with us, but on the moft unreafonable and extra- 
vagant Terms. As for Swords and Guns, I told you fome 
time ago, that I had none to fpare ; thofe I have fhall find 
me Provifions, without being oblig’d to you; for I am 
not come here to ufe many Words, or lofe my Time; 
neither am I willing to diffolve the Friendthip that has 
been mutually contracted between us, unlefs you force me 


to it by ill Ufage.’ 


Tue Indian King, giving great Attention to what the 


: Prefident faid, made Anfwer, 
. 
) 


Tuat he and his People intended to give him all the 


Corn they could f{pare, and that in two Days Time it fhould 
i be brought to him ; ‘ But, fays he, Captain Smith, I do not 


like your coming here with your People arm‘d ; for Iam 
inform’d your Intention is not fo much to trade, as to 
invade me and my People, and to take Poffeffion of my 
Country. If you would convince me therefore, that your 
Friendfhip is real, order your Men, when they come on 
Shore, to leave ‘their Arms behind them ; we thall then 
be fincere Friends, and all Powhattons.’ 
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Aut that Day was fpent in Difcourfes of the like Na- 
ture, between the King and the Prefident, who with the 
Twelve that were with him lodg’d that Night in Powhatton's 


* Houfe. The next Day they went to view the new Buiiding, 


which was intended only as a Feint to cover bad Defigns ; 
for the fubtle Imdian had treated the Dutchmen fo kindly, 
and with fo great a Plenty of every Thing, that he had 
wholly gain’d them to his Intereft, infomuch that he com- 

‘municated to them his Defign of deftroying all the Engli/h; 
and they judging that fuch an Event could not be avoided, 
went into every Thing he propofed, or they themfelves 
could devife, to effect it ; a moft flagrant Proof how much 
unnatural Cruelty Men are capable of, when prompted 
thereto only by an accidental Difappointment of fully en- 
joying their moft brutal Appetites.. 


Iz was a monftrous Aggravation of this Treachery in one 
of the Dutchmen, that he feeming to be a Man of fome 
Judgment, Spirit and Refolution, the Prefident had actually 
employ’d him as a Spy on Powhatton's Conduét, from whence 
he thought more certainly to difcover the Indran’s Inten- 
tions ; but fo artful and circum{pect were thefe Foreigners 
‘n their Behaviour and Management, that it was near fix 


Months before their Treafon happen’d to be difcover’d. 


Wuite the Prefident waited for the Indians coming in 
to trade, he fold Powhatton a Copper-Kettle for ten Quar- 
ters of Corn ; and converfing familiarly together, the King 
exprefs'd himfelf after the following Manner : | 


© Caprain Smith, you muft underftand, that I have liv'd 


‘ to fee three Generations of my People; and therefore 
‘ know 
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know the Difference between Peace and War, better than 
any of them that are now living ; and tho’ Iam old, and 
muit die, yet there are three who in Courfe will fucceed 
me, Opitchapamnn, Ophacancanough, and my two Sifters, and. 
their Children. I with their Experience was equal to 
mine, and your Love to them no lefs than mine to you ; 
but we are fo alarmed with Stories from Nanfamund, that 
you are come to conquer this Country, and deftroy my 
People, that they are afraid to approach you. How can 
it be your Intereft to take that by Force, which you may 
quietly poffefs by Love; and to deftroy them, by whofe 
Labour you are fed? And fuppofing you do go to War 
with us, you know we can hide our Corn, and fly to the 
Woods, where we are accuftomed to live on Acorns, and 
fuch wild Stuff as we can find, while you muft perith for 
Want of our Affiftance. When any of my People come 
to vifit you, they are unarm’d, and void of Sufpicion ; why 
therefore are you fo miftruftful, as to come to us with 
your Guns and Swords, as if you were to engage your 
Enemy? Lay afide therefore your Jealoufy, and by treat- 
ing us with more Confidence, you will fecure a yearly 
Supply of Corn, to your Content.’ To which artful 


Difcourfe the Prefident thus reply’d : 


A 


* SEEING, Powhatton, that you perverfely mifconftrue 
our Words, we mutt endeavour to convince you by our 
ACtions : It is well known, that the F riendfhip I. yow’d 
to you has been inviolably kept, both by myfelf and all 
my People, whereas, on the contrary, your folemn Pro- 
mifes have been daily broken by you, or fome of your 
Subjects, Had we not curb’d our juft Refentment from 
taking a proper Revenge for every Injury that has been 
done to the Englifp fince their Arrival here, you and your 
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‘ People would long before now have felt the Smart of out 
‘ treating you like Enemies ; but you {till poffefs a large 
‘ Share of our Friendfhip, as appears by the Judians com- 
‘ ing daily to ames Town with their Bows and Arrows, 
¢ which we little regard, becaufe we look on a Man’s Arms 
‘ to be Part of his Apparel: Affure yourfelf the English 
« know not what it is to fear Danger, and are never better 
‘ pleafed than when they are chaftifing their Enemies. 
‘ Your Riches we do not want, and as for hiding your Corn, 
‘ or withdrawing from us into the Woods, we value it not, 
« fince we do not depend on you for Subfiftence ; but have 
‘ many ways of furnifhing ourfelves with Provifions, which 
* you neither know or underftand.’ 


Tuey continued after this Manner, fometimes talking, 
and at other times trading together, till at laft the King, per- 
ceiving his Difcourfe had not produc'd the Effect he in- 
tended, by perfuading Captain Swzth to difmifs the Guard, 
and difarm his Men, he fetch’d a deep Sigh, and pro- 
ceeded thus : 


‘I wave ufed you, Captain Smzth, with greater Kind- 
‘ nefs than ever I did any Warowance, or great Man, before, 
‘ and you make but very poor Returns to my Friendthip. 


95 


‘ Captain Newport gave me Swords, Copper, Bed-Cloaths, - 


© and what elfe I could defire, taking in Exchange no more 
‘ than I pleafed to offer him. At my Entreaty he even fent 
‘ away his Guards, and I never met with any one, but your- 
‘ felf, who refus’d to obey me, and do whatever I defir’d, 
© I get nothing from you but Trifles of little Value, when 
‘ at the fame time you demand and will have juft what 
‘ you pleafe. You ftyle Captain Newport Father, and fo 
§ likewife you do me; yet you act as you pleafe, and we 
‘ muft 
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muft both fubmit to content you: But if you are fincere 
in what you profefs, fend away your armed Men, and 
‘ then I fhall believe you ; for you may fee the Love I bear 
* to you, by the Nakednefs wherewith I put myfelf in 


* your Power. 


€ 


€ 


Tue Prefident obferving Powhatton’s villainous Intent, 
diffembled in his Turn ; and while he prevailed with fome 
Indians to break the Ice, on Pretence that the Boat might 
come on Shore, to fetch him, and the Corn which he had 
purchafed, away, he gave fecret Orders to land a {uff 
cient Number of Men, with Defign to f{eize the King ; 
and the better to conceal his Purpofe, he in the mean time 
addrefs'd himfelf to Powhatton, as follows : 


‘ POWHATTON, pleafe to know, that I worthip 
only one God, and ferve but one King: Iam not there- 
fore here as your Subject, but as a Friend to ferve you in 
what I can. You cannot but be fenfible, that you have 
gain’d more by your Prefents to the Englifp, than by your 
dealing in Trade; for it is not our Cuftom to fell Friend. 
fhip, like any other Commodity, When you come to 
vifit us, you may, if you pleafe, bring all your Country 
arm’d, for your Guard ; and to convince you, that we 
are Strangers to Jealoufy or Fear, I purpofe To-morrow 
to leave my Arms, and once more truft to your Promife, 
Icall you Father, it is true, and as a Father I will treat# 
you; notwithitanding you feem to take but very little 
Care of me, as your Child ; and therefore I muft not 
wholly neglect myfelf. ’ 


A 
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THE King, underftanding that his Men were ready to 


execute his Purpofe of killing the Prefident, privately 
withdrew 
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withdrew from the Room, where Captain Smith and 
Fobn Ruffel were talking with two or three Women, left 
there purely to amufe them; and the Moment that Pow- 
hatton and his Family were fled out of Sight, the Houfe was 
befet, when the Prefident, rufhing out with his Piftol, Sword 
and ‘Target, immediately fired, and made fuch a vigorous 
Pats amongtt thofe naked Devils, that they tumbled, over 
one another, and difperfed in an Inftant; which gave the 
Prefident and Mr. Rujfel the Opportunity to join the reft 
of their People, confifting only of eighteen Men, that were 
yet on Shore. 








WHEN they found Captain Smith was fafe, they en- 
deavour’d to diffemble the Matter, and to excufe Pow- 
hatton’s Flight : He fent an Orator with the Prefent of a 
large Bracelet, and a String of Pearl, who {poke after this 
Manner : 


* Captain Smith, Our King forefeeing that as foon as 
the Ice was broken, more armed Men would come on 
Shore, he thought proper to retire, and fent thofe that 7. 
were here to guard his Corn from being ftolen, which A 
‘ might happen without your Knowledge: Now tho’ fome 
‘ Indians are wounded through your Miftake, yet Pow- 
* hatton is {till your Friend, and refolved to continue fo; (| i 
wherefore, fince the Ice is broken, he withes you would | 
fend away your Corn, and if you defire his Company, \ 
‘ you muft fend away your Guns alfo; which fo frighten 
‘ his People, that they dare not come to trade with you, as 
‘ he promifed they fhould.’ 








Tuey had provided Bafkets for the Engli/b, to carry the 
Corn to their Boats, and officionfly offer’d themfelves in the. 
‘mean time to guard the Arms, left any of them fhould be 

O {tolen ; 
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The Hiftory of VirGINtra, 
ftolen ; but when they obferved the Engh/b Matches 


cocked all ready to fire, they condefcended to leave their 


Bows and Arrows with the Englifh Guard, and made great 

Difpatch to carry down the Corn on their Backs. Yet the 

Ebb-Tide having left the Barges a-ground, they were all 

obliged to ftay for high Water, and fo return’d to their old 
uarters, 


POWHATTON and the Dutchmen at this time 
were very bufy, contriving {till how to effect their Purpofe 
of killing the Prefident ; who only, as they thought, ftood 
in the Way of their hellifh Defigns. The Indians, with all 


the merry Sports they could devife, fpent the Time till. 


Night, when they withdrew, and return’d to Powhatton, 
who was making every Thing ready to furround the Houfe, 
and furprize Captain Sith, while he was at Supper. But 
Providence once more interpofed in his Favour, and {ent 
that humane Creature, the Princefs Pocobuntas, who ven- 
tured herfelf in a dark Night through the Woods, to ad- 
vertife the Prefident, that her Father was preparing to fend 
him an elegant Supper ; but in cafe the People that brought 
it fhould mifcarry, in executing the Orders they had re- 
ceived to kill him while he was eating, then the King, 
with all the Forces he could raife, was in Readinefs to 
attack him, and to cut them all off. 


T H1s incomparable Lady, with a tender Flood of Tears 
told her Story in fo moving a Manner, {till befeeching 
Captain Sth to be gone, that the generous Prefident ufed 
all poffible Means to comfort her, and offer’d feveral va- 
luable Prefents, which fhe refufed, faying that fhe was a 
dead Woman, if any fuch Thing could be found about her; 
So fhe departed, unobferved by any of her Father's People ; 

and 
+ 
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and in an Hour’s Time came eight or ten lufty tall Indians, 
loaded with Platters full of Venifon, and other Food; they 
were very importunate to have the Prefident and his Com- 
pany fit down to their Supper, intreating at the fame time, 
that he would order the Matches to be put out, alledging 
that the Smoak made them fick ; but inftead of that the 
Prefident obliged each of them to tafte of every Dith they 
had brought; and then order’d them back to tell Powbatton, 
that he was ready for his coming with all the Force he 
could bring. As for you, fays the Prefident, I know you 
were commanded to kill me as I fat at Supper; but I thall 
prevent that, and all your Matfter’s other villainous Projects; 
fo get you gone, and tell him what I fay. 


Aut the Night long, Meffengers were ftill coming and 
going, to bring Intelligence ; but finding that the Engli/b 
were as vigilant as they, the time pafled in good Fellow- 
fhip, without an Offence offer’d on either Side ; and in the 
Morning at High- Water the Prefident, before his Departure, 
fent his Compliments to Powhatton, telling him,That he had 
left Edward Brinton to kill Fowl for him, and the Dutch- 
men to finith his Houfe, their Treachery not being as yet in 
the leaft fufpected ; and the Prefident chofe the rather to 
go off in this eafy Manner, becaufe he fully intended, when 
the Froft was gone, to return and chaftife this infolent 
proud Indian as he deferved. 


Tue Prefident and his Company were no fooner gone 
his new 

Allies the Dutchmen, how to carry on his deceitful Schemes, 
he prevail’d with two of them, Adam and Francis, who 
were fitteft for the Purpofe, to go to fames Town with a 
pretended Meflage from the Prefident to bring to him fome 
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frefh Arms, and at the fame time to provide themfelves 


with a few neceflary Tools they wanted to carry on their 
Work, 


Tuts plaufible Errand was readily believed at the Fort: 
but not contented with receiving from Captain Wynn 
all the Things they defired, they further purfued their Vil- 
lainy, by drawing fix or feven more into their Confederacy, 
who ftole, and fecretly furnifh’d them with Swords, Pike- 
heads, Gun-Powder and Shot, €¢. which’ they conveyed 
away to Powhatton, by the Help of fome Indians, who 
were lurking hard by for that Purpofe. 


THOSE Villains, before they left Yames Town, had con- 
certed with their Confederates to follow them in a fhort 
time ; for befides that the Colony was truly in a ftarving 
Condition, they had reprefented Powhatton’s extraordinary 
Kindnefs to them in fo favourable a Light, and the Cer- 
tainty of his Succefs in deftroying all the Engli/h, that their 
Friends made no Hefitation to: accept the Party ; and fo 
they return’d clear of all Sufpicion to Powhatton, who had 
cautioufly kept their Comrade Samue/ as a Pledge, and em- 

loyed him fo well, that he had already made for him one 
hundred Hatchets, fifty Swords, eight Guns, and as many 
Pikes. 


BRINTON and Richard Savage, two Englifhmen, who 
had been left with Powhatton, perceiving the Dutchmen fo 
diligent and officious to provide the Indians with all kind 
of Weapons, attempted to make their Efcape to ames 
Town; but were unfortunately apprehended and confined, 
expecting every Moment to. be put to Death. ‘ 
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Ar this time the Prefident, who. was chi 
provide a fufficient Supply of Corn, took hi ii 
Pawmonkie, where he arrived in two or three Days, and as 
many more were fpent on Board, feafting merrily with the 
King ; but on the Day appointed for beginning to trade, 
when the Prefident, together with fifteen of his Company, 
had gone up half a Mile from the River to the King’s 
Houfe, they found it {tripped of every Thing, and no body 
there except an old lame Man anda Boy. However in a 
fhort time the King arrived, and brought divers of | his 
People along with far. loaded with Rott Arrows, | and 
fuch fort of Merchandize, as they knew the Englifh did 
not want; fo the Prefident finding that. they kept up their 
Commodities at fo high a Rate, as if they did not really ine 
tend to deal, he addrefs’d the King in this Manner : 
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OPOCHANCANOUGH, the great Love you ex- 
‘ prefs with your Tongue does not feem to correfpond with 
* your Actions: Laft Year youvery kindly filled my Ship | 
© with Corn, but now you have invited me to ftarve. You i} 
‘ very. well know my Want, and I am not ignorant of your | 
“ Plenty ; remember, it is ft that Kings fhould keep their 
© Promifes. Here are my Commodities before you ; take 
‘ fuch as you like, and I will proportion out the reft in fit 
‘ Bargains for your People, as. I pleafe.’ 





Tue King feem’d kindly to accept the Prefident’s Offer, 
and the better to colour their Intent, they fold what they 
had there at a very low Rate, and promifed that a larger 
Company fhould come better provided the next Day; at 
which time the Prefident having committed the Charge of 
the Pinnace and Barges to Mr. Phettzplace, he with his 
fifteen 
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fifteen Companions marched up again to the King’s Houfe, 
where they found four or five Men newly arrived, having 


each a large Bafket; and immediately after came Opochan- 


canough himfelf, who in a ftrain’d Chearfulness entertain’d 
the Prefident with a long Difcourfe of the Pains he had 
taken to keep his Promife,when all of a fudden Mr. Rufel, 
running haftily up to the Prefident, told him, they were 
betrayed ; for that feven hundred Indians, well armed, had 
furrounded the Houfe, and befet the Fields al] about. The 
King, conjecturing what Ruff faid, could not conceal in his 
Countenance the Extremity of his Fear ; but the Prefident, 
with much Coolnefs, addrefled himfelf in few Words to 
his fifteen Companions ; and after putting them in Mind of 
his former Efcape, when he was alone, amongft many 
Hundreds of thefe cowardly People, he afked if they would 
{tand by him, to which they all anfwer’d, They would, or 


die on the Spot. Then the Prefident {poke to the King, as 
follows : 


‘OPOCHANGANOUGH, I plainly fee your Intent, 
but at the fame time I fear you not ; our Men as yet have 
done no Harm, and if you have the Courage that belongs 
to a King, you and I will go by ourfelves to yonder 
© Ifland in the Middle of the River, with equal Arms, and 
* decide the Matter: Let every Indian you have under 

your Command, bring a Bafket of Corn, againft which I 
will depofite all my Commodities ; {0 let the Conqueror 
between us two take all, and do as he pleafes,’ 


Lal 


Tue deceitful Indian, under the Pretence of Kindnefs, to 
remove Captain Syzth’s Suf picion, had caufed a large Prefent 
to be brought to the Door, which the Captain was intréated 
to receive, thinking thereby to have killed him as he went 


out ; 
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out ; but initead of that, the brave Prefident order’d two of his 
ftouteft Men to guard the Door, and commanded the reft 
to clear the esate while he Rntete at that Infant laid 
hold of the King by. the Hair of his Head, and clapping a 
Piftol to his Breatt, he dragged him about Al¢not half dead 
with Fear; and ‘rat made the following Speech to the 


People : 


‘ PAWMONKIES, I perceive it is nothing but my 
Patience, and too long Horhicana nest that has encouraged 
you to Tae this iefaient Attempt on my Life. I do not 
‘ forget the Promife and Vow which I made before the 
: God I worfhip, to be your Friend ; but now you are be- 
come fuch Fools as to give me juft Cade to be yor Ene- 
‘my. Iknow,ifl keep that Vow, God will preferve me ; 
‘ and if I break it unjuftly, he will deftroy me. "Take heed 
therefore what you do ; for if you fhoot but one Arrow to 
hurt me, or any of my Men, I fhall never ceafe purfuing 
‘ Revenge, as long as I can five an Indian who refufes to 
‘ deny the very ‘Name of Pawmonkie, Tam not now 
* drown’d in Mud, as I was when you took me Prifoner ; 
‘ and yet methinks, I have full fo kind °c, Remembrance of 
‘ your good Ufage at that time, and*of your faithfully 
‘ keeping your Promife in faving my Life, that a fimple 
Denial of your Treachery would almott perfuade me even 
‘ to forgive you now. But what Need of all this Difcourfe, 
‘ if it is me only you aim at? Here I ftand before you, let 
‘ him that dare, fhoot, and take what follows. You fnew 
“ you have promifed, before I depart, to load my Ship with 
Corn ; and {fo you fhall, elfe I mean to load her with your 
“ dead Carch fes : Yet, if you will confider better of it, and 
“ come into a friendly Trade and Correfpondence again, I 
once more promife to be your Friend, and to releafe your 
" Kane ; 
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‘ King ; for I come not hither with Intent to hurt him, or 
‘ any of you.’ 


{MMEDIATELY one and all of them flung down. their 
Arms ; Men, Women and Children brought in their Com- 
modities to trade, and fold them at what Rate the Englifh 
pleated to take them. But by this time the Prefident was 
fo fatigued, that he retir’d to take a little Reft, when fome 
Indians perceiving that he was faft afleep, and the Guard 
carelefsly difperfed, forty or fifty ftout Fellows, each with 
a Club or an Englifhb Sword in his Hand, rufhed into the 
Room, with fuch a Crowd behind to fupport them, that the 
Noife awaken’d Captain Smith, who prefently flew to his 
Arms ; and with the Affiftance only of two or three of his 
own People, he quickly forced them to throng fafter out 
than they came in ; and hereupon the King, attended by 
fome of his ancient Chiefs, made a long Oration to excufe 
the Interruption given ; Prefents were renew'd, and the 
fhort time they remain’d together, was fpent in a friendly 
Commerce, to both their Contents. 


Wuive the Prefident was thus employ’d, there hap- 


a : . ue 
pend an unfortunace Accident at the Fort; Mr. Scrivener <t- 


being too much elated with an Increafe of Power, and large 
Promifes which he had lately received by Letters from 
England, took every Occafion to thwart Captain Smith, and 
oppole all his Defigns. With this View, a few Days after 
the Prefident’s Departure, he took it in his Head to go on 
an Expedition in a {mall Boat, to an Ifland in “fames River, 
called the Ifle of Hogs; and altho’ the Prefident expected 
Captain Walde to be ready on a Call to follow him, in order 
to fupport his intended Atiack on Powhatton, yet Mr, Scrz- 
vener infifted, that Captain Waldo, Mr. Antony Goffnel, and 


eight 
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eight more, fhould go along with him. Accordingly, they 
went out in the midft of extreme cold and bad Weather ; 
and whether it was that the Boat was over-loaded, or by 
Means of the high Winds, is uncertain, but they all perifhed; 
and the Indians firft difcover’d their dead Bodies, which, no 
Doubt, gave fome Encouragement to their Infolence about 
that time. It was neceflary however, that the Prefident 
fhould be advertifed of this melancholy Event; but every 
one at the Fort, to whom it was propofed, excufed himéfelf, 
until Mr. Richard Wyffin alone undertook to perform that 
hazardous Journey : He lodged the firft Night in the Ter- 
ritory of Powhatton, where the good Lady Pocobuntas con- - 
cealed him, and fent thofe who purfued him the quite con- 
trary Way ; at laft by her Means, and the Effect of a good 
many Bribes, he was enabled to proceed, and on the third 
Day found the Prefident, who conjured him to conceal his 
Story from the reft of the Company; and fo, when Night 
approached, the forrowful Prefident, diflembling his Grief, 
went fafely on Board the Pinnace with all his People, leav- 
ing Opochancanough at Liberty, as he had promifed; and 
from thence they went back to Werecomaco, where, tho’ 
Powbatton had been very bufy, making great Preparation 
for War, yet on the Prefident’s Approach, all the Country 


came in, without Arms, to trade. 














Next Morning by Sun-rife the Fields were cover’d with 
People, having their full Bafkets all painted, in order to 
tempt Captain Sth on Shore; for without his Prefence 
they peremptorily refufed to deal, and at the fame time 
declared they could not bear the Sight of a Gun. 





THE Prefident -at laft obferving that they began to de- | 
part, and unwilling to lofe the Opportunity of this Market, | 
P after 
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after he had contrived to hide his Men in the Pinnace and 
Barges, himfelf, only with three more, went on Shore in 
Arms, and a few he had appointed without Arms to re- 
ceive what the Indians brought. They immediately flocked 
about Captain Smith, who refufed to go to Powhatton ; 
wherefore the King obferving moft of the Eng/s/h, that 
were in Sight, unarmed, he came down to the Prefident with 
about two or three hundred Men in the Form of two half 
Moons, before whom came twenty Women with painted 
Batkets, who, as foon as the Men approached, flung their 
Bafkets on the Ground, and run away ; and having in this 
Manner befet the Field allaround, Powhatton thought him- 
felf fure of the Blow. But the wary Prefident at this time 
only moved himfelf a little about, until he had brought the 
Body of the Indians right oppofite to his Men in Ambuth; 
and then giving the Word of Command, the Englifh ad- 
vanced from behind the Bank of the River, with their 
Matches already cock’d, on which the Indians inftantly fled 
like fo many Sheep, and left the Prefident quietly to retire 
to his Barge. 


Ar Night the Prefident fent Mr. Cra/haw, and Mr. Ford, 
to ‘fames Town with a Meffage to Captain Wynn; and in 


- the way they accidentally met with five of the Dutchmens 


Confederates going to Powhatton ; but, to avoid Sufpicion, 
they thought fit to return with the Meffengers to the Fort. 


Tue Indians imagin’d, that Captain Swith had fent for 
more Men, and began to ‘be terribly afraid, that he would 
burn their Houfes, and deftroy all their Fithing-Wires, as 
he had often threatened ; to prevent which Powhatton the 
next Day fent him a Chain of Pearl, intreating him to ftop 
the coming of more Men, and defift from his Purpofe ; on 
| which 
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which Condition the King promifed, even if they fhould 
want themfelves, to bring as much Corn on Board as would 
load his Ship ; and accordingly, in five or fix Days Time, 
they brought the Corn on their Backs from all Parts, and 
carryd it on Board very chearfully. 


TuHey went from hence, a little further amongft fome 
neighbouring Jndzans, in queft of Corn, which at that 
time was very fcarce with the Natives themfelves ; and in 
this Trip the Prefident, Mr. Weff, and two or three more 
had like to have been artificially poifon’d with a Prefent : 
But as it happen’d to work itfelf off, Captain Smith chofe 
rather to defpife the Attempt, than to avenge it; for oF 
he not thus diffembled with the Jndzans, but proceeded 
every Occafion to punifh them according to their Deterts, 
they would certainly have moved to a greater Di- 
{tance with their Corn, whereby the Exg/i/b at that Seafon 
of the Year muft have perifhed for Want ; befides the Pre- 
fident was cautious of giving Powdatton any Sufpicion to 
occafion his Flight ; for he was determined to find fome Op- 
portunity to be reyenged of that old Fox ; and for that Pur- 
pofe he {trait return’d by the way of Werecomaco, where 
as foon as they arrived, the Prefident fent Mr. Wyfin and 
Mr. Coe on Shore, to bring him Intelligence ; but to their 
great Surprife, they found Powhatton, by the Advice of his 
Dutch Counfellors, had removed Sith all his Effects, and 
left his new Houfe ; fo, finding there was nothing more 
to be done there at this time, they failed dire&tly for Fames 
Town, with a pretty confiderable, and no lefs welcome 


Supply of Corn, &c. 
Tue firft Thing the Prefident did after his Return, was 


to examine the Stores ; and altho’ what remain’d of thé lat 
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The Hiftory of VIRGINIA. 


Summer's Provifion was very much’ fpoil’d with the Rats, 
yet it was found they had enough to keep them from the 
Danger of ftarving, till next Harveft. However the Prefi- 
dent taking on himfelf the fole Adminiftration, and being: 
refolved to encourage Induftry, and totally to fupprefs Idle- 
nefs, and all Manner of fa¢tious Difputes, he divided the 
People into {mall Companies, to be continually employed in 
fome Bufinefs or other, and then fpoke to them as follows : 


‘ Ir the Miferies and Wants you have fuffer’d, are not. 
‘ fufficient to infpire you with more Induttry for. the Time 
* to come, you may at leaft be aflured, that neither the 
* Company’s Money at Home, nor my Labour here, fhall. 
‘ be {pent to maintain you in Sloth and Idlenefs. I am 
* fenfible, there are fome amongft you that want no Re- 
* proof, but on the contrary deferve Applaufe, and.a better 
* Reward than the Meannefs of our Circumftances will yet. 
‘ afford ; but it is out of all Reafon, that the hard Labour 
* of thirty or forty honeft induftrious Men fhou!d be con- 
* fumed in maintaining one hundred and fifty idle Loiterers, 
‘ And however formerly fome of you have been encouraged. 
* to contradict my Orders, by thofe of the Council whoare. 
* not now in the Way, to foment faCtious Difcontents,, 
‘ Know, that as long as the Power and chief Direétion con- 
* tinues with me, I will be obey’d; and that there may be no. 
* Pretence to flight my Authority, the Letters Patents thall 
‘ be read to you every Week; for he that eats, if he is able, 
* fhall work; and he that dares wilfully to difobey,. or offend, 
* may affuredly expec to meet with due Correétion,’ 


To encourage the Diligent, as well 2s to punifh the Sloth- 
ful, an exact Account was kept of every Man’s Day’s Work, 
and each Individual was fare to be treated according to his, 


Merit ; 
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The Hiftory of VIRGINIA. 
Merit ; yet ftill the Dutchmens Confederates found Means 


to convey privately out of the Store, to their Companions, 
Powder, Shot, Swords and Tools, without being difcovered. 
But thofe of them, who remained with Powbatton to teach 
his People the Ufe of Fire-Arms, being uneafy that their 
Confederates at ‘ames Town had not yet deferted the Eng- 
lifh, and come up to them, according to their Promife, 
fent one of their Number, called Francis, difguifed like 
an Indian, to the Glafs-Houfe, about a fhort Mile from 


the Fort, to learn what was the Occafion of their Difap- 


ointment ; and they contrived at the fame time, that forty 
or fifty Indians fhould lie in Ambuth hard by, in Hopes to 
meet with the Prefident, as he often walked about from one 
Place to another by himfelf. 


Tue Prefident having fome Intelligence of this Dutch- 
man in Difguife, fent to apprehend him; and finding he-was 
gone, order’d twenty Men in Arms to purfue and bring him 
back, if poflible. In. the mean time,,as the Prefident was 
returning from the Glafs-Houfe by himfelf, with only a 


Hanger about him, he met with an. Indzan King, called Pa/- + 


pabego, who endeavoured to lead him towards that Place 
where the Ambuth of Indians lay ; and when. he found he 
could not perfuade Captain Swzth into the Snare, he prem 
fently attempted to fhoot him, which tho’ the Prefident 
prevented by grappling with him, yet the Indian being a 
very ftrong ftout Fellow, he not only hinder’d Captain Swth 
from drawing his Hanger, but bore him down into. the 
River with an Intent to drown him; and after a defperate 
Struggle in the Water, the Prefident got fuch faft Hold of 
the Indian’s Throat, that he was almoft ftrangled ; and the 
Prefident then drawing his Hanger to cut off his Head, the 
poor Wretch beggd his Life in fo miferable a Manner, that 
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The Hiftory of VIRGINIA, 


the good-natur’d Prefident only led him Prifoner to fames 
Town, and put him in Irons, 


By this time the Dutchman Francis was taken, and 
brought back, who in his Defence pretended, that Powhatton 
not only detained them by Force, but ufed them very ill, 
which was the Reafon of his Difguife, to make his E{cape 
at the Hazard of his Life; that he was only gathering 
Walnuts in the Woods, and did not intend to return to 
Powbatton, when they overtook him; but the Circum: 
ftances being ftrong againft him, and amply confirm’d by 
Pafpabego the Indian King’s Confeflion of all the Treachery, 
Francis was committed to Gaol. . The Prefident forbore 
to proceed any farther again{t him for fome time, hoping 
thereby to regain his Companions from the Indians. 


PASPAHEGO fent many Meffengers to Powhatton, 
intreating him to procure his Liberty, by returning the 
Dutchmen ; but the Anfwer was, that altho’ Powhatton did 
not detain the Dutchmen, they abfolutely refufed themfelves 
to return, and it was not in his Power to force them, — 


Many of Pa/pahego’s Péople, together with his Wives 
and Children, came daily to ‘vifit him, and brought large 
Prefents, which he fo effectually beitowed to gain fome 
Credit and good Will amongft ‘the Exglifh, that one Day, 
notwithftanding his Fetters, perceiving the Guard negligent, 
he made his Efcape: Captain Wynn immediately purfued 
him, but was oppofed by feveral Troops of Indians, who at 


Jength fecured their King’s Flight. 


As foon as the Prefident was informed of what had hap- 
pen’d, he fent Captain Wynn and Lieutenant Percy, with 
| fifty 
























































The Hiftory of VirGinta. 


fifty Men in Arms, to be revenged of Pa/pahego, or to bring 
him back; but in the Morning, when they arrived near the 
Place, they found the Indians ready to engage them ; and 
after feveral Vollies at each other, without lofing a Man on 
either Side, they only took two Canoes, burnt the King’s 
Houfe, and return’d to Fames Town. 


THE Prefident, judging it to be abfolutely neceflary to 
make fome Attempt to reftrain that Infolence which of late 
appeared almoft every-where amongtft-the Indians, marched 
out himfelf with a ftrong Party againft them; and in the 
firft Encounter he killed fix or feven, and took as many 
Prifoners ; afterwards in many Places he burnt their Houfes, 
took away their Canoes, and deftroyed all theirFifhing- Wires ; 
and as he was pafling by the Place where Pa/pabego lived, 
in his Way to Chicahominy, the Indians with a Bravado 
challenged the Ezg/i/h to come on Shore, which they rea- 
dily condefcended to do ; as foon as the Indians perceived 
it was Captain Sth himfelf that conducted them, they 
flung down their Bows, and begged Peace. ‘Their Spokef- 
man was a {trong young Fellow, called Okoning, whofe 
pathetick Speech in the following Terms merits to be 
related : 


“Captain Smith, My Matter Pafpahego is here in 
Company, and when your People came in Sight, he took 
you for Captain Wynn, of whom he intended to have 
‘ taken Revenge, becaufe my Mafter never offended him ; 
‘and altho’ he knows he has offended you by efcaping out 
of Prifon, yet he hopes you will confider, that the Fithes 
« fwim, ‘the Fowls fly, and every Beatt ftrives to efcape the 
Snare, and the Line ; and therefore you ought not to 
blame him, being a Man. 
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The Hiftory of Vireinia, 


‘ H1x intreats you to remember, when you was a Pri- 
foner, what Pains he took to fave your Life ; and if fince 
that time he has attempted to injure you, it was not his 
Choice, but becaufe he was compelled to do it; befides, 


your People have already revenged it to our too great 
* Lofs, 


A 


wn 


Lal 


‘ We know you are come at this time with Intent’ to 
dettroy us; but furely it will be better for you to fuffer us 
to continue in our Habitations, and plant Corn-Fields ; 
fince thereby you will fupply your own Wants, and fhare 
the Fruit of our Labour ; which,with a little more Trouble, 
we can follow in another Place out of your Way. If 
you promife us Peace, we will believe you ; but if you are 


refolved to proceed in your Revenge, we are determin’d 
to abandon the Country.’ 


nw 


THE Prefident was fo moved at this Difcourfe, that he 
generouily enterd into a new League of Friendfhip with 
them, on Condition that none of them fhould at any time 
hereafter attempt to hurt any Engli/bman ; and that they 


would always bring to “fames Town what Corn and other 
Provifion they had to {pare. 


Axsour this time a great many Complaints were made 
to the Prefident at ames Town againft the Chicahominy 
Indians for Thieving ; particularly of a young Indian, who 
had carry’d off a Piftol; and becaufe the Thief was gone, 
they laid hold of his two Brothers,who, it {eems,were privy 
to the Theft ; one was put in Prifon, and the other fent to 
recover the Pittol, threatening, that if he did not bring it 
back in twelve Hours time, his Brother would be hanged. 
‘Tihe 



























The Hiftory of Vircinta. 


The Prefident, in Compaffion to the poor Fellow in Gaol, 
fent him fome Victuals and a little Charcoal to make him 
a Fire; the other was fo diligent, that he return’d with the 
Piftol about Midnight. But when they open’d the Prifon 
Door ,they found the Prifoner fo miferably burnt, and quite 
choaked with the Smoak of the Charcoal, that he lay for 
dead ; on which his Brother fell into violent Agonies of 
Grief. The Prefident faid to him, That on Condition they 
would never {teal any more, he would reftore his Brother 
to Life ; and tho’ he much doubted of the Succefs, yet by 
the Help of fome Aquavite, and a little Vinegar, he brought 
the Indian to himfelf; which was blazed abroad among tft 
them as a Miracle, and raifed the Prefident’s Character with 
all the Indzans to the higheft Pitch. 


Mucu about the fame time, one of Powhatton’s Men’ 
having obferved the Soldiers at fames Town drying their 
Gunpowder, when it happen’d to be wet or moift; he, to 
fhew his Skill amongft his Companions, {pread a large Bag 
of Gunpowder on the Back of an old Piece of Iron; but 
heating it too much, it blew up and killed him, with one or 
two more, befides hurting many of the By-ftanders. 


THESE, and fome other Accidents of the like Nature, 
kept Powhatton’s People, and all the reit of the Indians, in 
fuch Terror and Awe of the Engli/h, that they fent Prefents 
from all Parts; and not only return’d whatever they found 
had been ftolen, without ftaying till it was demanded, but 
always fent the Thieves along with it to ames Town, in 
order to be punifh’d as the Prefident thought fit ; and thus 
the Country became equally open and free to Enghi/bmen 
and Indians, without Diftinction ; which Harmony continued 
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The Hiftory of Virernra. 


firm and unbroken during all the Time of Captain Swith’s 
Refidence among{t them. 


Norurne could be more orderly than they were at 
Sames Town, for the Space of two Months, and a great 
deal of Work of all Kinds was performed ; but at laft the 
Stores being quite exhaufted, and no more Corn to be had, 
the Mutineers, who were generally thofe that eat moft ra- 
venoufly, but hated Work, began to form their Cabals, and 
to urge the Prefident to fell and difpofeof Arms,Tools, or any 
Thing, howfoever neceflary and ufeful it might be, to fill 
their Bellies ; and becaufe they could not prevail with him to 
fatisfy fuch foolifh and unreafonable Demands, they fought 
all Occafions to lefien the Colony’s Reputation, alledging, it 
was impracticable to be maintain’d, and that they ought to 
take the firft Opportunity to defert it, and return for 
England. 


Durine thefe Animofities, one Captain Argal arrived 
from England, to carry on an interloping Trade on a pri- 
vate Account: He fupplyd them in their Diftrefs with a 
very acceptable Share of Provifion, and in Return they made 
fhift to load his Ship with one Thing or other ; and here 
we muift leave them for a while, in order to give an Ac- 
count of the great Alterations that were made about this 
time in the Conftitution and Government of the Virginia 


Company at London. 


Tue Adventurers hitherto in the planting of this Colony 
being confiderably out of Pocket, and tired out with the 
faCtious Divifions that prevail’d at ames Town, as well as 
the continual Demands that were daily made for more Sup- 
plies of Men and Neceflaries ; but above all being greatly 
difappointed 
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difappointed in the ExpeCtation which they had conceived, 
of immediate Returns in immenfe Riches from thence ; 
the moft confiderable of them, on Behalf, and in the Name 
of the whole Company, petition’d his Majefty King Yames 
to recal his Letters Patents, and alter the Form of that 
Government, by appointing a Governor in chief, and other 
public Officers, for the better adminiftring Affairs in 
Virginia, under the Royal Authority. 


Herevupon the King was pleafed to appoint the Right 
Honourable the Lord De /a War, to be Governor and Com- 
mander in Chief of the Colony of Virginia, Sir Thomas 
Gates Lieutenant-Governor, Sir George Summers Admiral, 
Sir Thomas Dale High-Marthal, Sir Ferdinando Wainman 
General of the Horfe, and Captain Newport Vice-Admiral ; 
together with many other Offices which were at this time 
created, and filled up with Perfons of good Birth and Rank, 
who brought in their Friends to advance fuch confiderable 
Sums of Money, that nine Ships were directly fitted out 
with five hundred Men, under the Command of Sir Thomas 
Gates, Sir George Summers, and Captain Newport, who each 
of them had equal Authority, whoever fhould firft arrive, to 
take upon him the Government, and fuperfede the Perfon 
acting by any former Commiffion ; but a Difpute arifing 
amoneft thefe three, invefted with equal Powers of Govern- 
ment, about Precedency, it was concluded, that they fhould 
embarque together on Board one Ship, called the Sea dd- 
venture. And accordingly this Fleet failed from England 
in the Month of May, 1609. But the Admiral’s Ship, which 
carried the three Deputy-Governors, and one hundred and 
fifty Men, with the Royal Commiffions and all the material 
Papers on Board, was unfortunately feparated from the reft 
of the Fleet ina violent Storm; and after working very hard 
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The Hiftory of VIRGINIA, 


for three Days, to keep the Ship from finking, they were 
drove on Shore and fhipwreck’d on the Ifland of Bermudas, 
where all the Company, by God’s Providence, faved them- 
felves ; and finding a great many Hogs on the Ifland, 
(which were fuppofed to have fwam from the Spanifb 
Wrecks, and increafed there) together with Plenty of Fith 
and Wild-Fowl, they ftay’d almoft a whole Year, hav- 
ing no. Indians to annoy them, and yet they could’ not 
forbear quarrelling among themfelves. The two Knights, 
each forming a Party to himfelf, built two fmall Ships or 
Brigantines of Cedar-Wood, and rige’d them out of the Re- 
mainder of the old Wreck. But here we muft leave them 


for fome time, to inquire what became of the reft of that 
Fleet. 


One fmall Catch was loft in the Storm, and never more 
heard of, but the other feven arrived fafe in V; irginia ; and 
with them return’d the Captains Ratcliff, Martin, and 
“rcher, who had not forgot their old Feuds and Refent. 
ments againft the worthy Prefident’ Captain Smith, whofe 
Conduct was always of a Piece, ftill continuing firm and 
fteady for the careful Support and Prefervation of that Setz 


tlement, wherein he had had fo laborious and painful a 
Share. 


Tue Arrival of fo large a Fleet very much alarmed the 
{mall Colony at Sfames Town, apprehending it might be the 
Spaniards, or fome Enemy come to attack them ; and the 
watchful Prefident, who doubted nothing lefs, not only put 
Things in the beft Order he could to receive them as fuch, 
but had Intereft enough to engage all the Ivdians to ftand 
by him, which they chearfully undertook : and truly, when 
his Countrymen came on Shore, they were fo full of them- 

felves, 
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The Hiftory of VIRGINIA. 


felves, and the new Authority which they imagin’d they 
had brought along with them, that they fhewed a Contempt 
of every Thing that was there; and fuch of them as were 
appointed to be of the Council, wanted immediately to 
afflume the Adminiftration of Government; but the Royal 
Commiffions, and fuch other Papers as were needful to vouch 
their Pretenfions, being along with the Admiral, who at 
this time was fuppofed to be loft, they could not prevail 
with Captain Smth to lay down his Office and Power on 
their bare Affertion of fuch Things, as indeed appeared 


very new and ftrange to him, who had not had the leaft, 


Notice or Sufpicion of fo fidden and furprizing a Change. 


It is not difficult to conceive the Animofities, Quarrels, 
and Difgufts, that would naturally arife on, this Occafion, 
between the Prefident’s Friends in the Country, and thofe 
particular Perfons, who, tho’ but lately fent home from Vzr- 
ginia under the Circumitance of feditious Criminals, yet 
were now come over again cloathed with Authority, anda 
great Poffe to fupport their Refentments, 


Iw this Situation however the honeft Prefident found 
Means effe€tually to maintain his Character, by exerciling 
with Difcretion his juft Authority to quell every Diforder. 
that happen’d ; and likewife he loft no Time in difperfing 
and difpofing of the People newly arrived, to.the beft Ad- 
vantage of the Bufinefs for which they were fent thither : 
For he fent one hundred. Men, under the.Command of 
Captain Martin, to Nanfamund ; and one hundred and 
twenty, under Mr. We/?’s Directions, to fettle and build a 
Fort on the Falls of fames River. But both thefe Gen- 
tlemen were fo indifcreet in their Conduct, as to provoke the 


Indians by ill Ufage to quarrel with them, and their People ; 
| | whereby 
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The Hiftory of Vireintia. 


whereby a great many of the Exgli/h loft their Lives, and at 
the fame time that Peace and Harmony which the good 
Prefident had taken fo much Pains to cultivate with the 
Natives, was broken. 


To rectify thofe Diforders, the Prefident went up to 
Mr. We/’s new Settlement at the Falls, taking only five 
Men along with him; but found, when he came there, that 
Mr. Weft had left the People to themfelves, and was gone 
down to ames Town: And the Indians made fuch heavy 
Complaints of the ill Ufage they had received from their 
new Friends, that the Prefident was obliged to examine into 
the Matter, and to punith fuch of them as plainly appeared to 
have been the Agegreffors. Yet as he could make but a very 
fhort Stay with them, as foon as he was gone, they returned 
to their former Practices, which was wholly owing to 


Mr. Weft’s Lenity, and the Want of any Order or Dif- 
cipline amongft them. 


THE Prefident being over-fatigu’d with Care, happen’d 
to fall afleep in the Boat, as he was coming down the River 
on his Return to the Fort; and by the unextinguith’d Athes 
of a Tobacco-Pipe, or fome fuch Accident, his Powder-Ba 
took Fire, and blew up, which tore all his Thigh and Hip 
in a terrible Manner, and gave him fuch Extremity of 
Pain, that it was with much Difficulty and Danger he could 
be convey’d to ‘fames Town, where there was neither Sur- 
geon, nor proper Remedies to be had for the Cure of 
fo dangerous a Wound ; and while he lay under great Tor- 
ture in this pitiful Condition, he was certainly informed of 
feveral Plots that his old Enemies had laid to deftroy him, 
and take him out of the Way. It was however the de- 
plorable State of his Wound, and not the leaft Apprehenfion 
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The Hiftory of VirGINIA. 


or Fear of their malicious Defigns, which at laft determin’d 
him to leave thofe unhappy Wretches to themfelves ; and 
to go home for England, with the Ships that were juft ready 
to fail. 


Tue Harveft was fafely got in, when Captain Sm7th re- 
fign’d his Command to Mr. Percy, and left behind him 
three Ships, feven Boats, ten Weeks Provifion, twenty-four 
Cannon, three hundred Mufkets, a fufficient Quantity of 
Match-Powder and Shot, and more Swords and Pikes than 
there were Men to ufe them ; one hundred of {feafon’d 


{tout Fellows, well train’d up to fight or follow any fort of 


Bufinefs in that Country, Nets for Fifhing, and all manner 
of Tools for common Labour ; a good Quantity of Ap- 
parel, one Horfe, and fix Mares; between five and fix 
hundred Hogs, and as many Hens and Chickens, together 
with fome Goats, and.a few Sheep ; for Captain Sth was. 
not only careful to fave all the Creatures brought alive from. 
Europe, but to increafe and preferve the Breed as much as. 


poffible, 


BEsipEs ‘fames Town, which contained between fifty: 
and fixty Houfes, he left five or fix other fmall Forts and 
Plantations ; which he had caufed to be erected, and laid: 
out in convenient Places for Trade, as well as Defence, 
It muft be own’d, that this Gentleman very fuccefsfully 
overcame many great and furprifing Difficulties in the pub- 
lic Service; for which, no doubt, he juftly deferved the 
following Character given of him, by one of thofe who ac- 
company’d him in all or moft of his Adventures in Virginia : 


‘ He was a juft Man, and an experienc’d Officer, void’ 
‘ of any vicious Pride, ever fruitful of Expedients to pro~ 
* vide 
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The Hiftory of VirGInia, 


‘ vide for the People under his Command, whom he chofe 
rather to lead than fend into any Danger. 


“ 


‘ On all hazardous or fatiguing Expeditions, he fhared 
every ‘Thing equal with his Company ; and never defired 
any of them to do more, than he -was always ready to 
act and perform himéelf. 


Aw a” 


rf 


‘ HE would often fuffer Want, rather than borrow of 
thofe he did not like ; and: would even venture to {tarve, 
rather than not repay, 


A 


“~ 


* He was quite a Stranger to Covetoufnefs, and fo great 
* a Lover of Truth, that he abhorred Falfhood beyond all 


€ other Evils.’ 


Tr was no fooner known that Captain Sith was gone, 
but the Indians in general revolted, and deftroyed the'Exglifh 
where-ever they met any of them, cut off many of their 


Boats, and did all the Mifchief poffible to the Colony ; 


which had no Refource for more Provifions than what were 


left in the Store, which, with Extravagance and other dif- 
orderly Proceedings amongft them, were foon expended. 


Captain Ratch# in a fmall Ship, with thirty Men 


_well provided, went out to trade ; but trufting himfelf in- 


difcreetly to Powhatton, he and all his People were flain, ex- 
cept one Man, who efcaped, and a Boy called Henry Spileman, 
who was faved by the Princefs Pocohuntas, and lived after- 
wards many Years amonegft the Indians. 


THE Lofs of Captain Smith was now felt indeed, and 
univerfally lamented for all Things went into the utmoft; 
Confufion : 
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The Hiftory of VirGinta. 
Confufion: As for the Hogs, Poultry and Sheep, what the 


Indians could not come at, were in a very fhort time con- 
fumed by the Luxury of the Officers. In fhort, between 
the indifcreet Conduct of their Governors, and the Cruelty 
of the Natives, in fo little a Space as fix Months after Captain 
Smith left them, the Colony was reduced from above five 
hundred Perfons to no more than fixty odd, Men, Women 
and Children, who had nothing to fubfift on but wild Herbs, 
Roots, and a little Fith; at laft the Famine was fo great, that 
they eat the very Skins of the Horfes, and fed on the Body 
of an Indian that was killed, which they dug out of the 
Ground after it had been buried; and, whatis yet more fhock- 
ing to relate, one egregious Monfter amongft them, after 
killing his own Wife, falted the Body, and had eat a good 
Part of it before the Murther was difcover’d ; but for this 
horridFact he was juftly condemn’d and executed. 


ApsouT this time the three Governors, who had been 
wreck’d on the Ifland of Bermudas, put to Sea, with one 
hundred and fifty Paffengers, on Board the two {mall Vef- 
fels they had built there ; and in fourteen Days, viz. on the 
25th of May, 1610. they arrived in Virginia, and went u 
directly to ames Town, where they found that fmall Re- 
mainder of the Colony in the above miferable Condition. 


Tue three Commanders, Sir Thomas Gates, Sir George 
Summers, and Captain Newport, were extremely moved 
with Compatffion at fo pitiful a Sight ; and having called a 
Council, they inform’d the People, That they had only 
fixteen Days Provifion remaining on Board their Veffels 
and therefore defired them to take it into Confideration’ 
whether they would venture to Sea with fo {mall a Stock: 
or chufe to continue at fames Town; in which laft Caf 
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The Hittory of VIRGINIA. 


it fhould be equally divided among all the Company: But 
they foon determined to go for England ; and becaufe Pro- 
vifion was fo fhort, they propofed to go by the Banks of 
Newfoundland, in Hopes tomeet with fome Recruit amongtt 
the Fifhermen at this Seafon of the Year. 


In Purfuance of this Refolution, they went all on Board 
thefe two {mall Ships, falling down to Hog-I/land on the 
6th of “fune at Night ; and the next Morning to Mulberry- 
Point, which is ten Miles below ames Town, and thirty 
above the Mouth of the River. Here they fpied a Long- 
boat, which the Lord De /a War (who was juft arrived 
with three Ships) had fent before him to found the Channel. 
His Lordfhip being fole and chief Governor, he was ac- 
companied with a good many Gentlemen of DiftinGion ; 
and having alfo brought a large Stock of Provifions, and 
other Neceffaries, he made them all return to Yames Town, 
where he re-fettled the Colony with great Satisfaction and 
Content. 


Tue Lord De /a War at his firft entring on the Admi- 
niftration of Government, made an elegant Speech, wherein 
he delivered his Sentiments in very {trong Terms to themall; 
taking Notice of their former Neglects, and promifing great 
Encouragement to thofe who would exert themfelves in 
promoting the public Good with Harmony and Diligence ; 
fo that all Manner of Bufinefs went on that Year in a very 
profperous Way. Two new Forts were built on Southampton 
River, called Fort Henry, and Fort Charles; Sit George 
Summers undertook a Voyage to Bermudas, in Queft of Pro- 
vifions ; and Captain Arga/] was fent to the River Potow- 
mack, on the fame Errand, and by the Affiftance of the 
young Man Henry Spileman, who had contracted a Friend- 
fhip 
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The Hiftory of ViRGINTA. 


fhip amongft thofe Indians, the Captain returned with a 
Ship-load of Corn to the Fort. Sir Thomas Gates went for 
England, and Mr. Percy, with fixty Men, was fent to correct 
the Infolence of the Pa/pabego Indians, whofe Houfes he 
burnt, and flew many of them. 


My Lord himfelf went up to the Falls of ames River, 
and was there attacked by the Indians, who killed four of 
his Men ; but his Difcipline and Care every-where was fuch, 
that the Natives got no confiderable Advantage while his 
Lordfhip remain’d in the Country, which was not above 
nine Months, and a few Days; for latterly being very 
much afflicted with Sicknefs, on the 28th of March fol- 
lowing he fail’d for England, leaving about two hundred 
People behind ; and on his Arrival at London he made a full 
Report to the Company of all his Proceedings, together 
with the State of the Colony at that time. But fome time 
before the Lord De /a War's Arrival, the Company had 
been fo diligent to fend out Sir Thomas Dale Governor, 
with three Ships carrying a Recruit of Men and Provifions 
for twelve Months, who arrived at So igs on the roth 
of May, 1611. 


Sir Thomas's firft Care was to vifit the two new Forts, 
Henry and Charles, at the Mouth of “fames River ; wheré 
finding the People in a way of returning again to their 
former negleétful and idle Courfes, he made them inftantly 
plant a good deal of Corn on that rich fertile Spot, froin 
whence they had a tolerable good Crop; and he afterwards 
kept fuch ftric&t Order amongft them at “ames "Town, 
that the Laws were punctually executed, and no Delinquent 
could hope to efcape due Punifhment. 
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The Hiftory of VirGinta. 


Tx1s Governor being quite a Stranger in the Country, 
had form’d to himfelf a Defign of building a new Town 
or City ; and for that End he went down with an hundred 
good Men to fearch the River of Nan/amund, for a con- 
venient Situation ; but finding nothing there to pleafe him, 
from thence he proceeded all the way up Yames River, until 
he came to a high rifing Ground about twelve Miles above 
the Falls ; which being naturally fortified, and almoft fur- 
rounded with Water, he pitched on that Place for his in- 
tended Purpofe. 


In the mean time fo intent were the Company at London 
to forward their Plantation of the Colony of Virginia, that 
they had fent out Sir Thomas Gates with fix large Ships, and 
three hundred Men ; together with a great Sapply of Am- 
munition, live Cattle, and all manner of Stores, who fafely 
arrived at ‘fames Town on the 2d of Augu/f, in the fame 
Year 1611. 


AFTER many kind Salutations and other friendly Inter- 
courfe between the two Knights, Sir Thomas Dale ac- 
quainted the other with the Plan of his new intended City ; 
which being very well liked and approved of by Sir Thomas 
Gates, he allowed Sir Thomas Dale to pick out three 
hundred and fifty of the beft Men to execute that Defign ; 
and with this Company, in the Beginning of September, he 
went up the River to the aforefaid Place ; where he {o well 
employed his Men, that in a very fhort time he not only 
fortified the Ground with a Palifado round, but erected 
Watch-Towers on each Corner, built a Church, a Store- 
houfe, a Houfe for himfelf, and convenient Lodgings for 


the Men, to their Content, and the intiré SatisfaGion of all 


the 
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The Hiftory of Vireinta. 


the Colony, which Town he called Henrico ; and the Pre- 
cinét thereof being very much inlarged at that time by 
Sir Thomas Dale, who took into that Liberty feveral Hundreds 
of champain Land, and fettled many Plantations for eight 
or ten Miles round, it continues at this Day to be one of 
the moft flourifhing Parts in that Country, lying about fifty 
Miles above fames Town. 


In the Beginning of the Year 1612. two more Ships ar- 
rived from England, with Provifion and forty Men on Board 
each of them ; the laft, commanded by Captain 4rga//, was 
fent into Potowmack River to purchafe a Load of Corn; 
and the Princefs Pocohuntas happening to be there zucognita, 
at the Houfe of an Indian, who had been an old Acquain- 
tance and Friend of Captain Sm7th’s, this poor Lady was 
betrayed, for the Value of a Copper Kettle, wherewith 
Captain Argall had bribed the Indian, to go on Board the 
Ship along with him and his Wife ; where fhe was detained 
a Prifoner, and carried to ‘fames Town, in order to make 
the better Terms of Peace with her Father Powhatton. . 


Ir was remarkable, that Pocohuntas had altogether abf{- 
tracted herfelf from coming to “fames Town, or converfing 
with the Engli/b, ever fince Captain Sizth’s Departure.; 
and thought fhe was fafely concealed in Difguife, at the 
time fhe was betrayed to Captain Argall by. the Indian and 
his Wife. But, on her Arrival at the Fort, a Meflenger was 
fent to acquaint Powhbatton, that his beloved Daughter was 
there ; and that it depended on him to redeem her, by fend- 
ing home the Exgli/h Deferters and Captives, together with 
the Arms and other Things, which his People had ftolen 
from time to time. : 
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The Hiftory of VIRGINIA, 


THE fusly proud Indian did not vouchfafe to return any 
An{wer to this Meffage for three Months; at laft he con- 
deicended to fend back feven Engh/h Prifoners, with each 
of them an old rufty Mufket, promifing, that if they would 
reflore his Daughter Pocohuntas, he would give them five 
hundred Bufhels of Corn, and order his People to return 
fuch Things as were ftolen; and moreover, enter into a new 
League of Friendfthip with the Colony. To this it was 
anfwer'd, That they could not truft him, but’ that in the 
mean time his Daughter fhould be very kindly and well 
ufed, until he thought fit to redeem her by performing 
what he faid. 


A CONSIDERABLE Time afterwards, having heard nothing 
from Powhatton, Sir Thomas Dale,with one hundred and fifty 
Men, well arm’d, went up to his principal Habitation, and 
carried Pocohuntas along with him ; the King himfelf did 
not appear, but his People were fo impudent and faucy, that 
the Englifh were obliged to attack them; and after their 
Houfes were burnt, and a great many of them killed, they 
begged hard for a Truce, which was granted them on Con- 
dition that they would perform their Promife, and redeem 
Pocobuntas after Harvett. 


Ow this Occafion, two of Powhatton’s Sons came on 
Board to fee their Sifter, and they were extremely pleafed 
however to find that fhe was treated with great Civility and 
Refpect ; but the Month of 4pri/ approaching, which was 
the Seafon for preparing the Ground to plant Corn, the 
Engh/h returned to fames Town. 
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The Hiftory of VirGinta. 


Axsourt this time it was difcovered that one Mr. Yohn 
Ralfe, an Englifoman, of a fair and good Character, had 
fallen in Love with Pocohuntas, and the with him; which 
being communicated to Sir Thomas Dale, he encouraged 
the Match, and fent to Powhatton for his Confent; who not 
only approved the Matter, but fent Opochz/co an old Indian, 
who was Uncle to Pocobuntas, along with two of her Bro- 


thers, to act as his Deputies at the Wedding, and to doevery . 


Thing that fhould be required of them towards the com- 
pleting of that Contract ; which had fo good an Effect, 
that a friendly Intercourfe of Trade was immediately carried 
on between the Engli/h, Powbatton and all his People. 


Tue Chicahominy Indians, who were a bold independent 


People, that dreaded Powhatton’s tyrannical Power, as foon 


as they were informed of this new League between him and» 


the Engli/h, fent Meffengers to Sir Thomas Dale, defiring to 


relinquifh the Name of Chicahominies, and to be called : 


Englifhmen, and Subjects to King Sfames, under Sir Thomas 
Dale as the King’s Deputy ; intreating withal, that they 
might continue to be governed by their own Laws, vzz. by 
eight of their Elders, who, they agreed, fhould ftill be under 
the Governor’s Direction. 


Sir Thomas readily confented to this Propofal, anda Day 
being appointed for the folemn Execution of this Treaty, 
the Governor and Captain 4rgall, with fifty Men, went up 
to Chicabominy, where the Indians expecting them, treated 
them in the beft Manner they could ; and the very next 
Morning, in Council, this folemn ‘Treaty was concluded on 
- the following Terms : | 
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The Hiltory of VIRGINIA, 


1. THar from that time they fhould be called Englifh- 
men, and become faithful Subjects to King Yames and his 
Deputies. 


2. ‘T'HatT they would never attempt to kill or hurt any 
of the Englifh, nor their Cattle; but condu@ them fafe 
home, where-ever they happen’d to find any of them. 


3. Tuar they would always be ready to affift the Englifh 
with three hundred good Men, againft the Spaniard, or any 
other Enemy, 


4. Tuar before they enter’d any of the Englifh Settle- 
ments, they would fend Notice, that the new Englifomen 
were coming. 


5. THart every fighting Man, at the Beginning of Har- 
vett, fhould bring, as an Acknowledgment of Tribute to the 
Store, two Buthels of Corn, for which he was to receive 
as many Hatchets. 


6. Lasryy, That their eight Elders, or chief Men, who 
undertook to fee all this performed, were to be accounted 
Noblemen ; and, as fuch, to receive a red Coat, a Copper 
Chain, and King Fames’s PiGture. 

Prace being thus happily fettled all over the Country, 
every thing went fmoothly on during the Remainder of 
Sir Thomas Dale’s Adminiftration ; but towards the Be- 
ginning of the Year 1616. Sir Thomas return’d for England, 
and left Captain George 7% uardly, Deputy-Governor, 
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Mr. fobn Ralfe, and his Wife the Princefs Pocohuntas, 
who, after Marriage, had been baptized by the Name of 
Rebecca, went along in the fame Ship with Sir Thomas Dale, 
and landed at Plymouth on the 1ath of Fune. 


As foon as Captain Smzth at Logdon, who was then ready 
to fail for New-England, heard that his incomparable Friend 
Pocohuntas was Saved left he fhould not have the Oppor- 
tunity to fee her before his Departure, he prefenteda Petition 
to the Queen in her Behalf, fetting forth at large all the 
particular Circumftances of his Obligations to Pocobuntas, 
as you find them above related ; but the happily arriving 
at London before the Captain left that Place, he went to 
vifit her ; and for a confiderable Time the good Lady would 
not condefcend to {peak to him, or fo much as look towards 
him ; for, it feems, fhe had been told in Virginia, that 
Captain Swztb was actually dead ; and was therefore greatly 
offended, to find fhe had been fo grofsly impofed on ; and 
at laft, when the was prevailed with to talk to him, the up- 
braided him with his Forgetfulnefs of the great Friendfhip 
fhe had formerly fhewed to him; and behaved herfelf in 
every other Refpect, fo much becoming a Perfon of high 
Birth and Rank, that fhe was treated at Court and every- 
where elfe with Marks of great Diftinction; but fome time 
afterwards fhe fell fick at Gravefend, as the waited there to 
embarque on her Return to Vzrginza ; and after a few Days 
Tlnefs died, with all the Tokens of Piety and Religion that 
became a cood Chriftian ; leaving behind her one only Son, 
Thomas Rafe, whofe Pofterity, in Virginia, at this Day, 
live in very good Repute, and inherit Lands by Defcent 
from her, 

S Carrain 
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CapTaIN Yuardly’s Conduct was much blamed, for 
that he neglected every other Thing, to employ the People 
on raifing large Quantities of Tobacco, for Returns to Eng- 
land; the cultivating of the Ground for planting Corn was 
poitponed, and the Natives moft indifcreetly encouraged to 
learn the Ufe of Fire-Arms, by employing them as Huntf- 
men, to kill Game, &c. 


In March 1617. Captain Argall being appointed Go- 
vernor, he fail’d from Plymouth in the Ship George, and ar- 
rivd at “fames ‘Town in May following, where he was 
handfomely received by Captain Yuardly, and the People 
all under Arms, the right File being led and commanded 
by an Indian; but the Settlement otherwife appeared in a 
miferable bad Condition ; for of four hundred that remain’d, 
one half were unfit for any manner of Service, and not 
above five or fix Houfes ftanding in the Town. The 
Church was fallen down to the Ground ; the Palifadoes and 
the Bridge quite broken, and the Well of freth Water half 
filled up and fpoil’d ; the Market-place and Streets were all 
planted with Tobacco ; and the Zudians no lefs familiar and 
frequent in every Houfe, than the Englifh themfelves, 
whereby they were become expert in the Ufe of Fire- 
Arms, and had got a great many of them in their 
Cuftody. 


Caprain 4rgall, who difliked this Way of Proceeding, 
loft no time to give Things a quite different Turn: He: 
obliged the People all over the Country to. repair their 
Houfes, and to plant a reafonable Quantity of Corn ;. like- 
wife he omitted no Opportunity to replenith the Store, by 
trading with the Natives from time to. time; fo that this 


happen’d 
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The Hiftory of Vireinta, 


happen’d to be a plentiful Year, and their Tobacco fold at 
three Shillings a Pound. 


In the Beginning of the Year 1618. the Lord De la War 
was fent over again with two hundred Men ; but taking his 
Courfe by the Weftern Iflands, and meeting with contrary 
Winds, many of the Company fell fick, and my Lord him. 
felf with thirty more died in the Paffage. 


Turis worthy Lord had taken much Pains, and been at 
a great Expence in contributing to the happy Eftablifhment 
of this Colony ; and as he was a Nobleman of fine Parts, 
and of a moft benevolent and generous Difpofition, his 
Death was a fenfible Lofs to the Colony in general; but 
more particularly to a great many Gentlemen of Birth and 
Education, who had embarqued themfelves along with him, 
and were not fo fit to endure the Fatigues which muft un- 
avoidably attend the planting of a new Settlement in a 
Wildernefs, 


Tuts Ship however brought Advice, that the Company 
in England were preparing to fend over a great Number of 
People, depending chiefly on the Provifions which they now 
fuppofed might eafily be raifed in Virginia. Hereupon 
Captain Argall called a Council, and drew up a full Re- 
prefentation to be fent home, fetting forth the Difficulties 
they daily met with in furnifhing the neceflary Provifions 
for thofe few that were there already ; intimating, that it 
was Farmers and proper Utenfils for that kind of Labour, 
which were wanting more than Gentlemen or Soldiers with 
Arms, that only could fight for their Victuals. 
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The Hiftory of VirGinta, 


Tus Year was remarkable in Virginia for the Death of 
the great Indian Emperor Powhatton, who was fucceeded 
by Itop atin, his younger Brother ; Opocl hancanough the elder 
having difobliged the old Man, by withdrawing thes bicka- 
hominy In faa from his Subjection, Never thelefs both 
Brothers agreed to renew the Peace with the Engli/h, but 
foon afterwards Opechancanough, who, of the two, had much 
the beft Underftanding, grafp’d the whole Empire to him- 
felf, and all his Actions fhew’d him to be no lefs fubtle, than: 
he was a bold and daring Prince. 


GoverNor 4rgal] thus enjoying the Bleflings of 
Peace and Plenty, and being naturally a Man of a publick 
Spirit, undertook a coafting Voyage to the Northward, with 
Intent to vifit thofe Places where the Engli/h had. formerly 
landed ; and in cafe he found no Veftige of any Settlement 
there, to proceed to the Fifheries on the Banks of Newfound- 
land, in order to fettle a Correfpondence in Trade, with 
the one or the other. 


Ar Cape Cod, where he happen’d to touch, he was in- 
form’d by the Indzans, that fome white People were come 
to inhabit a little way to the Northward ; a the Captain, 
who was zealous for the Honour of the Englhifh Nation, 
apprehending the Intrufion of fome Foreigners on that 
Coaft, which he judged from the firft Difcovery thereof to 
remain the Property of England, he purfued his Courfe 
according to the Information he had received, and found a 
{mall Berth Settlement to the Northward of New-England 
with a Ship riding before it, 
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Tue French were fo unexpectedly furprifed, that they 
had made no Preparation for any Refiftance on Board the 
Ship, which being immediately taken, the Captain landed 
his Men, and came before the Fort, which he fummon‘d to 
furrender; but finding that the Garifon had withdrawn 
themfelves, and fled into the Woods, he lodged in the Fort 
that Night, and next Day the renchmen came in, and vo- 
luntarily furrender’d themfelves ; when it appear’d, that the 
French King had granted a Patent for this Settlement,which 
was then given up to Captain drga// to be cancell'd ; where- 
fore he ufed the Frenchmen very civilly, but obliged them 
to defert the Place, fuffering thofe, who fo inclined, to re- 
turn to France by the Ships of the Fithery, and others chofe 
to go along with him to Virginia. 


Ir feems, thefe whom Captain 4rgall found in this Place 
were a few difcontented People, under the Conduct of two 
Jefuits, who being difobliged at Monfieur Brencourt, then 
Governor of Port-Royal in Acadia, had feparated themfelves 
from that Settlement; and one of them, out of his Refent- 
ment to Monfieur Biencourt, inform’d.Captain Argall of the + 
weak Condition Port-Royal was in, and offer’d his Service 
to pilot the Engli/h thither ; which the Captain readily ac- 
cepted, and took that Place with the fame Eafe he had done 


the other. 


Tur French at Port-Royal had not only fow’d and 
reap'd, but built Barns,Mills, and many other Conveniencies ; 
which Captain Argall did not deftroy, but only obliged them 
to defert the Settlement, and gave them the fame Liberty 
he had done the others before, of returning to France, or 


otherwife difpofing of themfelves as they thought fit; and 
with 
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with the Booty he had got in thefe two Places, he te- 
turn’d to Yames Town, 


Wareruer thefe Exploits of Governor Argal/ were ap- 
proved or not in England, is uncertain ; but fo it happen’d 
that in the Month of 4pri/ following, a {mall Ship came to’ 
Virginia, on which the Governor embarqued without De- 
lay for England, leaving Captain Nathanael Powell Deputy- 


Governor, 


Axsour ten Days after Captain 4rga/l’s Departure, the 
former Governor, Captain Yuardly, now Sir George Yuardly, 


_ arrived, and enter’d again on the Adminiftration ; and the 


People were much rejoiced at the welcome News of the 
great Preparations that were making in England, to fend 
over large Supplies for the Maintenance and Support of the 
Colony ; and truly within the Compafs of one Year no 
lefs than eleven Ships arrived with twelve hundred and fix- 
teen Perfons on board, both Men and Women, who were 
moftly employed in improving the Lands laid out for pub- 
lick Ufes, as well as the private Eftates and Plantations of 
particular Perfons; for Sir George having added fix new 
Members to the Council, and called an Affembly of the 
Burgeffes, elected to reprefent the People, they met the Go- 
vernor in May, 1620. when many Laws were made for 
regulating Property ; a certain Portion of Land was allow’d 
for the Importation of Servants and Effeéts into the Co- 
lony, and a Form was agreed on for iffuing Patents or 
Grants for Land ; fo that many new Settlements were made 
this Year, on ames and York Rivers. The People began 
to take Pleafure in working for themfelves, and improving 
their own Eftates, which created a ftrong Emulation for In- 
duftry and Improvement all over the Country. . 
UT 
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Bur altho’ Sir George Yuardly feem’d at this time to 
make fome Amends for the Errors of his Adminiftration, 
yet he ftill neglected to provide fufficiently for the People’s 
Defence again{t future Accidents and Dangers, indolently 
depending on the Continuance of that Peace and Tranquil- 
lity with the Indzans, which they then enjoyed. 


Tue Englifh at this time became very numerous in 
Virginia, which occafioned their making fo large a Quantity 
of Tobacco as to overftock the Market in England; and 
herein the King himfelf was fo careful, as to fend Inftruc- 


tions to his Governor, not to fuffer the Planters to raife above: 


one hundred Weight of Tobacco per Man; for that three 
Shillings per_Pound was the higheft Price it would fetch ; 
and therefore his Majefty advifed, that befides raifing of 
Corn and Stock, they might apply fome Part of their La- 
bour in making Pot-Afh, and other ManufaCtures that 
would be beneficial to England. 


In the Year 1621. Sir Francis Wyat, a young Gentle- 
man, was appointed Governor of Virginia ; and on his Ar- 
rival there, in the Month of Oéfoder, he began with making 
a Review of. all the Settlements in the Country, and en- 
couraged them to proceed in their Planting, as far as the 
Bank of the River Potowmack. 


In November Captain Newport arrived with fifty Men, 
whom he had imported at his own Expence, befides Paf- 
fengers ; and with thofe he made a famous Plantation for 
himfelf, at a Place which he called. by the Name. of New-. 
ports News. 

By 
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The Hiftory of Vircintra., 


By Advice of the general Affembly this Year, the Juftices 
of Peace in each County were authorifed to hold a Court 
of Seflions, and alfo of Common-Pleas once every Month, 
for the more eafy Diftribution of Juftice; and from them. 
Appeals lay before the Governor and Council, which was 
called the fupreme, or general Court, that met only twice 
in the Year ; and fo continues to do at this Day, where the 
‘Governor fits and votes as Prefident. 


AN uninterrupted Peace with the Indians ever fince the 
Marriage of Pocobuntas, which had been formally renew’d, 
and hitherto preferv’d by the new Emperor Opochancanough, 
lulled the People into fuch a negligent and carelefs Security, 
that their fcatter’d Houfes and Plantations all. over the 
Country were {till as open and free to the Natives, as to 
the Englijh themfelves ; whereby the Indians became per- 
fectly acquainted how, and where, the Englifh were 
employ'd at all Hours of the Day or Night. And while 
thus the Engli/b purfued their Induftry and Labour, with- 
out the leaft Sufpicion of an Enemy, no Care was taken to 
keep any Sort of Watch or Guard neither did they forefee 
the Danger and Inconveniency of fuffering the Natives to 
be inftructed in the Ufe of their Arms. 


THERE was at this time a tall handfome well-made 
Indian, called Nemattanow, who had gain’d fuch Efteem 
among{t his own People in War, that they believ’d him 
to be invulnerable ; for he had hitherto efcaped without 
Hurt, from all the Battles he had ever been engaged in, 
Hie was fo exceflively proud of this Character, that he 
was frequently dreffed up in Feathers, by way of Diftin@tion; 


which 
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which procured him, among the Engli/h, the Name of 
Sack of the Feather. 


Tu1is Indian happen’d to come to the Plantation of one 
Morgan, who had feveral Toys and other Things in his 
Store for Sale, which the Indian liked; but not having 
wherewithal to purchafe any of them, he perfuaded 
Mr. Morgan, that he might difpofe of his Toys to very 
great Profit at Pawmonkee, whither he offer’d to conduct 
him, and affiit him in his Market. Morgan believing what 
Nemattanow faid, to be fincere, went along with him; but 
was never more feen, or heard of, 


SoME few Days afterwards Nemattanow return’d to the 
fame Houfe with Morgan’s Cap on his Head; and being 
afked by two young Lads, What was become of their Ma- 
{ter? the Indian boldly reply'd, That he was dead; but they, 
from the Circumftance of the Cap, fufpecting that the Vil- 
Jain had murder’d him, infifted on his going before a neigh- 
bouring Juftice of the Peace ; which Nemattanow not oaly 
refufed, but infolently abufed the young Men ;. whereupon 
they inftantly thot him down, and as they were carrying 
him to the Governor, he died; yet before he expired, he 
earneftly defired they would promife him two Things; frit, 
that they would not difcover how he was killed; and,fecondly, 
that they would bury him privately amongft the Engli/h : 
A remarkable Inftance of that itrong Delufion, wherewith 
Vanity often affects the boldeit and moit daring Minds, 


OPOCHANCANOUGH, the Emperor, took the Lof 
of this famous Indian Warrior fo much to Heart, that he 
fecretly form’d the Defign of a general Matffacre again{t the 
Englifb, which was to be executed on the 22d of March, 

it 10622. 








The Uiftory of Vireinra. 
1622. a little before Noon, when he fuppofed the Méh 
would be at Work in the Fields, about their Plantations ; 
and he contrived fo well to diffemble his execrable Purpofe, 
that the Indians every-where weré directed to Carty Prefents 
of Fifh and Fowl, &c. to the Enghjb, the very Evening 
before the Execution. ‘Nay further, on the Morning of 
that Day the Indians appeatéd without Aris, eating and 
drinking at the Exnglifh Plantations as ulual, with all the 
Marks of Friendthip imaginable, until the fatal Minute are 
rived; when with Hatchets, Spades, Shovels, and all manhet 
of Tools of other Inftruments that came in their Way, they 
knocked down, murdered, and deftroyed every one they 
met with, neither {paring Age or Sex; for they have ne 
Idea of Mercy, but always purfue their favourite Maxim, 
never to leave Enemies behind to bear Refentment. ‘Thofé 
of the Engli/h who had any Opportunity to make Refiftance, 
faved themfelves, and fome few éfcaped by running out of 
the Way; but there were three hundied and forty-feven 
Perfons actually killed in that Hour by the Savages, chiefly 
with their own Weapons or Tools ; and the Mifchief would 
have been made univerfal, if the Plot had not been provi- 
dentially difcoyered a few Hours before the Execution, in 
this Manner : 


Two Indians that ufed to be employed to hunt for the 
Englijh, happend to lie together the Night before at an 
Enghiflnan’s Houfe, where one of them lived as a Servant. 
The Indian who did not belong to the Family, endeavoured 
to perfuade the other to get up, and kill his Mafter in Bed, 
affuring him that in the Morning he intended to do the 
fame by his own Mafter ; and then he acquainted his Com- 
panion with the horrid Plot. But the faithful Servant difz 
fembling, as if he meant to execute what the other pro- 

pofed; 
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The Hiftory of Vireiwia. 

pofed, got up, and going into his Mafter’s Chamber, reveal’d 
what had been told him ; the good Man, thus apprized 
of the Danger, firft fecured his own Houfe, and then went 
directly to ames Town, where he arrived before Day ; by 
which Means all thofe Places to which timely Notice could 
be fent, were preferved, as well as they who ufually kept a 
tolerable good Watch ; for none fuffer'd, but fuch as flept in 
Security, and were furprifed, 


As this unhappy Affair gave the English fufficient Pro- 
vocation to infpire them with a Refolution of being revenged, 
and particularly of extirpating Opochancanough, and all his 
People ; they hunted them all over the Country for feveral 
Months together, killing and deftroying them every-where 3 
but not fatisfied with that, becaufe the Indians were very 
expert in hiding themfelves in the Woods, and efcaping out 
of Sight, the Engli/h further refolved to diffemble with 
them in their own way ; and for this Purpofe they gave the 
Indians mighty fair Words, in order to conclude a Peace 
with them, promifing to forget what was pafied, on Condi- 
tion that they would return to their former Habitations, 
and plant their Corn-fields as ufual, | 


To’ the Intention of the Engli/h at this time was 4 
mere Deceit, that they might the more eafily come at their 
Enemies to deftroy as many as they could, and ftarve the 
reft by {poiling their Corn; yet it prevailed fo far as to 
bring a great many of them into the Snare; for when they 
had return’d, and planted Corn, on the Faith of what had 
been promifed to them, the Exg/i/h fuddenly fell on them, 
cut to pieces all that could not make their Efcape, and then 
totally deftroyed the Corn, 
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The Hiftory of VIRGINIA. 


Amoncsrt the many Fatigues and other Inconveniences 
which this Indian War brought upon the Colony, it ob- 


liged them to reduce and contract the Bounds of their Sete - 


tlements, and to keep their People clofe together for De- 
fence; which was a confiderable Hindrance and Difcourage- 
ment to many Improvements, which at this time were very 
far advanced. 


Flow far the Misfortunes which hitherto attended the 
planting of this Colony, were owing to the frequent Change 
of Governors in the Country, and to the oppofite and par- 
tial, as well as weak Meafures they too often purfued, we 
cannot fay: But the Company of Adventurers in London 
finding by fo many repeated Acts of Mifmanagement, that 
very {mall Hopes remain’d of fuitable Returns for the great 
Expence they had been at ; many of them gave out, and 
fold their Shares to others, who having their own private 
Gain more in view than any regular Settlement of the Co- 
lony, feveral Gentlemen went over, and carried Stock and 
Servants along with them, feparate from thofe of the Com- 
pany; each defigning to take up Land for himfelf, as 
Captain Newport had done ; and others again grafped not 
only at large Grants of Land, but even Royalties, and par- 
ticular Immunities within their own Manors, which were 
truly inconfiftent with, as well as: independent on, the civil 
Power, and confequently very deftructive of that Equality 
of Right and good Order, that ought to be maintain’d in 
fach a Settlement. 


Tue Animofities and Diftra€tions which arofe from fo 
many different private Interefts, gave the Indians Occafion 
to take Advantage of thefe-Diforders, and to gratify their 
Revenge 
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Revenge with frequent Murders, which were committed on 
the Englifh Inhabitants, whenever they found an Op- 
portunity. 


Ar lait the Noife of the fatal Confequences which daily 
flow’d from thofe Mifmanagements having reach’d the 
- Throne, King Charles the Firft, on his Acceffion, and out 
of his Royal Goodnefs and Concern for the Prefervation and 
future Happinefs of fo many induftrious Subjects as were 
then fettled in Virginia, was moft gracioufly pleafed, in the 
Year 1626, to diffolve the Company, by a Quo Warranto ; 
and to take the Government of that Country under his 
own royal and immediate Direction, by not only appoint- 
ing the Governor and Council himfelf, but ordering the 
Patents for Lands as well as publick Offices, and all manner 
of Procefs from thenceforth, to be iffued in the King’s Name, 
referving to the Crown a Quit-Rent of two Shillings Ster- 
ling, on every hundred Acres of Land to be granted for 


ever, 


From this time Affemblies were called by Authority 
from the Crown, having the Privilege of enacting Laws by 
and with the Advice and Confent of the King’s Lieutenant- 
Governor ; and his Majefty’s Council, who continue to act 
there as an upper Houfe, or third Part of the Legiflature, 
ftill endeavouring, as near as they can in both Houfes, to 
copy after the Forms ufed in the Parliament of England : 
The Jurifdiction of, and Proceedings in the Courts of Law, 
which had been fettled in the Year 1620, were by this 
new Authority confirm’d, placing the laft Refort in the 
Affembly ; and every thing feem’d to bear fo great a Re- 


femblance to the Pra@tice and Conftitution of England, 
that 
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that the People became perfectly quiet and eafy under that 
Form of Government. 


THERE was now no public Intereft of any Company 
at home, to interfere with the Induftry and particular Ad- 
vantage of the Planters; for the Patent-Office was always 
open to difpofe of vacant Lands, on the fingle Ferms of 
paying the Quit-Rent referved to the Crown; fo that every 
Man took up what Quantity of Land he pleafed in his own 
Right ; and indeed fome appeared too covetous of poffeffing 
more Land than they were able to cultivate, which not only 
prevented many Improvements that otherwife would have 
been made, but kept the Settlements at too great a Diftance 
from one another ; and alfo difabled fome of them from 
paying the Quit-Rent due on large uncultivated Traéts, that 
yielded little or no Profit to the Owners. 


THeEse Privileges however gave great Encouragement 
to Men of Subftance, to go over with their Families to 
fettle in that Country ; which foon became fo populous, that 


the Indians were kept in more Awe, and at a much greater 
Diftance, than before. 


Axourt this time the Right Honourable Cecilius Calvert 
Lord Baltimore, a con{cientious Roman-Catholick, had an 
Inclination to retire with his Family to that new World, 
in order to enjoy quietly the free Exercife of his Religion, 
For this Purpofe he firft went over himfelf to Virginia, with 
a View to make fome Trial of the Climate, and to find out 
a convenient Place to fettle in; but being difcouraged, by 
the univerfal Diflike which he perceived the People had to 
the very Name of a Papift, he left Virginiz, and went 
further up the Bay of Chea/apeak ; and finding there a very 
large 
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large Tract of Land, commodioully water’d with many beau- 
tiful Rivers, and not yet inhabited by any Chriftians, he 
embarqued for England; and on his Lordthip’s reprefenting 
to the King, that the Colony of Virginia had not octupied 
any Lands beyond the South Bank of Potowmack River, he 
had the Intereft to obtain a Grant to himfelf and his Heirs 
for ever, of the Propriety of that Province, which has ever 
fince been called Maryland: But this Lord dying before he 
could return to finifh his Defign in America, his Son and 
Heir procured a Confirmation of his Father’s Patent, dated 
in the Yeat 1633. with many Royalties annéxed, and went 
over himfelf to fettle that new Colony. 


Tuts Grant of my Lord Baltimore's being a fair Pre- 
cedent for other Men of Quality and Inteteft, to folicit Fa- 
vours of the like Nature at Court, the former unlimited 
Bounds of Virginia came very foon to be retrench’d and 
circumfcribed towards the South as well as the North, by 
particular Grants of that Kind. And while the Crown was 
fo lavith in giving away the Propriety of fuch large Provinces, 
Sir ‘Yobn Harvey, then Governor of Virginia, being a 
haughty covetous Man, took an Occafion not only to 
erant Patents for great Quantities of the Crown Land in 
Virginia, tree of Quit-Rent ; but in feveral Places he in. 
croached on former Grants, and particular Settlements, that 
had been already poffeffed by others ; which created fo much 
Confufion and Wrangling about Property in that Country, 
that, together with Sir ‘ohn’s partial and arbitrary Pro- 
ceedings in other Matters of Government, he exafperated 
the People to fuch a Degree, and his tyrannical Sway be- 
came fo infupportable to them, that in the Year 1639. he 
was by Command of the Council of Virginia fet home a 
Prifoner to Loudon; and at the-famé time, two of the 
Counfellors 


TER WI MN ODN CAN ANS AN NOIRE LNG. 








VisV5 


oN e 



































+ 


Ls “y F's We 


¥ 





ad 


ROAR 


<a 





WAV AVAVAY* 


























“~ 


YA 


«“ 


(INNANNINISR 


C 


) 
ie 


144 







Zhe Hiftory ’ of VIRGINIA. 


Counfellors went for England, to fupport Articles of Im. 


4 Y 


peachment, againft their Governor. 


Knin Ghana was fo much offended at this Prefumption 


-in the Council of V7 irginia, who mott certainly had no Right 


\ 


to conftitute. themfelves Judges in an Affair of that high 
Nature, that, to check their Infolence, his Majefty thought 
fit to fend back Sir ohn Harvey Governor again to Vir- 
ginia. But altho’ this Step was judged to be neceflary, in 
order to maintain the Crown’s legal and juft Authority, the 
King was far from negle¢ting the diftreffed Condition of his 
poor Subjects in that Colony, for whofe Eafe, Comfort and 
Relief, his Majefty, in his Royal Juftice and Goodnefs, was 
pleafed immediately afterwards to recal Sir Fobn Harvey, 
by fending over Sir William Berkeley, a worthy, good, and 
juft Man, to fucceed him in that Government. 


Wut Le thefe things were tranfacting, the Indians, who 
had taken Offence at the Incroachments made on their Lands 
by fome of Sir Yohn Harvey's Grants, and obferving the 
Linglifb to be uneafy and at Variance among themfelves, 
that fubtle old Man Opochancanough concerted the Scheme 
of a fecond Maflacre ; which was executed fo fuddenly on 
all the Out-{ettlements, that they cut off almoft five hundred +- 
Souls ; and yet the Execution was not near fo general as the 
firft, becaufe the Indians of late had not been fuffer’d to 
frequent the inner Plantations, fo that it chiefly fell on thofe 
who were fettled at the greateft Diftance from the Seat of 
Government, but efpecially about the Head of York River, 
where Opochancanough himfelf lived. 


Ir has been faid above, that Opochancanough was Brother 
to the late Emperor Powhatton; but neverthelefs it was 
reported 
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reported among the Indians, that he came from a Foreign 
Nation a great way towards the South-weft, which made 
fome of the Exgii/h think that he had come from one or 
other of the Spani/h Settlements in Mexico, near the Mines 
of St. Barbe, and perhaps this might have been the true 
Reafon why Powhatton left Itopatin his Succeffor ; but be 
that as it will, Opochancanough was not only a comely Per- 
fon, but had extraordinary natural Talents for keeping thofe 
rude People in Subjection, and intirely at his Command ; 
for fo great was his Authority amongft them, that from this 
time until he was taken Prifoner, there was not fo much as 
one Hour’s Truce between the Ezgli/h and the Natives, 


On Sir William Berkeley's Arrival in Virginia, he did all 
he could to difcountenance and fupprefs the unjuft Grants 
which had been made by Sir Yoh: Harvey; fo that none-of 
them took Effect, except fuch as became liable to the Pay- 
ment of Quit-Rent, and were {ubjetted to the fettled Con- 
ditions of granting Lands in that Colony. The Governor 
at the fame time encouraged the People, by his own Example, 
to make Trial of feveral Manufactures, fuch as Pot-Ath, 
Soap, Salt, Flax, Hemp, Silk, and Cotton; but the fmart 
Indian War, in which they were engaged, greatly obftructed 
thefe Improvements, by employing fo-many of the People 
in the Country’s Defence. 


OPOCHANCANOUG H was now of a great Age, 
and {o worn out with the Fatigues of War, that he could 
not walk, but was carryd about from Place to Place by his 
own People ; and his Eye-lids were become fo ftiff, that he 
could notlook up, or fee, until they were lifted up by thofe 
about ‘him. 
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Str William Berkeley, who followed him clofe, at laft 
got Intelligence that he was then at a fmall Diftance from 
his old Seat ; whereupon the Governor made fo {peedy a 
March with a Squadron of Horfe, that he furprifed the King 
in his Quarters, and brought him Prifoner to fames Town, 
where he was treated with all imaginable Tendernefs and 


Refpect. 


THe proud Indian thew'd no Dejection of Mind at his 
Confinement, but rather exulted in Expreffions of Courage. 
and Magnanimity to the laft for one Day, hearing a greater 
Noife than common, of People treading in the Room where 
he was, he order'd his Eye-lids to be lifted up ; and when 
he perceived that a Crowd had been let in to gaze on him, 
he called with an Air of Authority to fpeak with the Go- 
vernor; who no fooner came, but the fcornful Indian told 
him, That had it been his Fortune to take Sir Wiliam 
Berkeley Prifoner, he would have difdained ating fo mean 
a Part as to make a Shew of him to the People. 


Sir William intended to have fent this Royal Prifoner 
to England, for an Amufement to the King, but Fate dift 
pofed otherways of him; for about a Fortnight after he 
was taken, one of the Eglifh Soldiers, who ftrongly re- 
fented the Calamities which they had fuffered by this old 
Emperor's Means, fhot him through the Back, of which 
Wound he languifhed a fhort time, and died. 


IMMEDIATELY after Opochancanough’s Death, the Go» 
vernor made a firm Peace with the Indians, which continued 
for a long time without Interruption ; fo that the Englifh 
had no more Apprehenfion of any Danger from that Quarter, 

But 
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But the Civil War, which then raged in Eagland, obftructed 
all manner of Trade, and lefiened very much the Supplies 
that ufually came from thence. 


THESE. national Misfortunes not only affected the loyal 
and good Governor himfelf, but were alfo felt by the In- 
habitants of V7rginia, who in general behaved them{elves in 
all Things, as became a dutiful and loyal Set of good Sub- 
jets to the King; for altho’ there were no Puritans as yet 
among{t them, they proceeded to make fevere Laws againift 
that Se@, and Oliver Cromwell’s Authority was neither fub- 
mitted to, nor acknowledg’d in Virginia, until the Year 
1651, when, after reducing Barbadoes and the Caribbee 
Iflands, Captain Dennis came thither with a Squadron of 
Men of War to fubdue that Colony ; but the Virginians, 
who gallantly ftood by their loyal Governor to a Man, made 
fuch a ftout Refiftance, by the Help of fome Dutch Vefiels 
in the Port, which they took the Liberty to make ufe of on 
that Occafion, that Captain Deznis could not fucceed, until 
by fending Notice to two Members of the Council, who 
had Goods on Board his Fleet, that they muft lofe their 
Effe@s, if they did not immediately fubmit to the Pro» 
tector’s Authority, there arofe fo many factious Difputes 
amongft the leading Men, that the brave Sir Wi//zam Berkeley, 
and all his Friends, were forced to yield on the Terms of a 
general Pardon ; after which Sir W iiam remaind in that 
Country; under a private Character, during the time of that 
unnatural Rebellion. And it muft be own’d for the Ho- 
- nour of Virginia, That it was the lait Part of the King’s 
Dominions, which fubmitted to Cromwe/l’s Ufarpation, and 
afterwards the firft that threw it off. 
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The Hiftory of VirGintra. 

Tue Protector having now overcome the Difficulties he 
met with, in reducing all the Exgli/b Plantations to his 
Obedience like a fkilful and. wife Governor, he thought of 
proper Means to keep them under a due Subjection to their 
Mother-Country, and to make them hereafter ufeful to its 
Interefts, For this Purpofe he caufed to be framed, and 
pafied into a Law, the famous: Act of Navigation, whereby 
the People of the Plantations were reftrain’d from making 
ufe of Foreign Shipping, and from trading with Foreigners, . 
to the Prejudice of England ; which Act of Parliament, how-- 
ever fevere it might at firft appear to be to the Inhabitants - 
of the feveral Colonies, yet, if we fpeak impartially, it 
muft be owned to be ‘a juft and good Law,, calculated 
for the mutual Advantage of Great Britain, and her Plans 
tations abroad: For as itis impofflible, with good Reafon, to 
juftify any Meafure for advancing the Profperity.of, and in- 
riching the Plantations, which at the fame. time evidently 
appears to be hurtful ‘to.Great-Britain-.; fo it will likewife 
be found injurious to the Publick, to reftrain the Subjects in 
the Plantations from any Advantage they: can poffibly raife 
to themfelves by any Means, which.as evidently appear to 
be inoffenfive to the national Intereft and Trade of Greaf=. 
Britain. Without Doubt therefore, it was for juft and wife 
Confiderations, That on. KingCharles the Iid’s Reftau- 
ration, the fame A&: of Navigation, together with feveral 
other good Laws, framed in. the time of Cromwwell’s Ufur- 
pation, were actually renew'd and confirm’d by Parliament. . 


As it is natural for Mankind to be more. or lefs partial te 
their own immediate Intereft‘and Gain, without fcrupuloufly 
weighing the Confequentes of Things, fome.Grains of Al- 
lowance are to be made for thefe Writers on the State of 
the Plantations about this time, who not only. charge €rom- 
well 
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The Hiftory of VirGINnia, 


well with the Invention of this tyrannical Law, as they call 
it; but alfo blame him for a no lefs commendable Piece of | i 
Policy, in frequently changing the Governors abroad, to pre- 
vent their intriguing with the People; a Practice which, to be 
fure, in fome Colonies is more requifite than in others; as at 
this time it was in Virginia, whither, during the time of his 
Protectorfhip, he fent over Diggs, Bennet, and Matthews, 
one after the other. 


A sHort time. before the Reftauration, while King 
Charles the Second was yet an Exile in France, Governor 
Matthews died in Virginia; and no-Perfon being appointed 
by the Protector to fucceed him, it gave the People, who 
had an Averfion to Cromwe//, the Opportunity: of applying 
to their old Friend Sir W7izam Berkeley, whom they-una- 
nimoufly intreated to take up his former Authority. 


Sir William, who was a confcientious Loyalift, al- 
together. declined: complying with their Requeft, on any 
other Terms but that of fubmitting themfelves again:to the 
King’s lawful Right and Dominion over them, which with 
one Voice they readily confented to do ; whereupon Sir 
William Berkeley refumed the Governor’s Power and Au- 
thority, by proclaiming Char/es the Second King of England, 
€c, To which by the-by he was probably encouraged, as 
well as juftified therein, by a Commiffion which. he pri-, 
vately receiv’d from the King during his Exile. 


IMMEDIATELY after the King’s Reftauration, a new 
€ommiflion for the Government of Virgznia was fent over, 
to Sir William Berkeley, with Leave for him to appoint a 
Deputy, and to come and pay his Duty to the King at 
London. Si. William accordingly named. Colonel . Frances 
| Morrifon. 
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Morrijon his Deputy-Governor ; and that no time might be 
loft by his Abfence, he gave Colonel Morri/on Direétion to 
caufe the Laws to be revifed, and to have them ready com- 
piled into one Body, in order to their being confirm’d by 
the Affembly at his Return. 


Sir William was gracioufly receiv’d by the King, but re- 
turn’d very {peedily to his Charge in /. irginia ; where his 
Deputy had been very diligent to execute his Orders, for 
the Laws were collected together and prepared ; whereby, 
amongit other things, the Church of England was eftablith’d 
to be the Religion of that Country ; Parifhes were regu- 
lated ; and befides a Manfion-houfe and Glebe, a yearly 
Stipend in Tobacco, to the Value of eighty Pounds per 
Annum, was fettled on the Minitter. 


For the Support of the Government, a Duty of two 
Shillings Sterling, per Hogfhead, on all Tobacco exported ; 
and one Shilling per Ton on all Shipping, excepting fuch as 
were built in the Country, was made perpetual, and the 
Collectors thereof were obliged to render an Account 
to the Aflembly. Premiums were given for the Encou- 
ragement of feveral ManufaCtures, that did not interfere 
with thofe of Exgland, and every thing relating to the Jz- 
dians was carefully provided for ; all which Laws were con« 
firmed by the Affembly, and, in fhort, there was nothing 
omitted to be done by that worthy Governor, which could 
any way contribute to eftablifh the Peace and Profperity of 
the Colony. 


Iw the Year 1663. fome Penalties were infligted by {e- 
vere Laws, in order to prevent or ftifle the Progrefs of 


fome Sectaries in Religion, which began to appear amongft 


them ; 
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them ; fo that thofe who had come thither, fled to other 
Colonies, and others were prevented from coming to fettle 
in Virginia. 


Tus Perfecution of the Diffenters, together with the 
Reftraints that had been laid byAdts of Parliament on Trade, 
and the low Price of Tobacco, four’d the Minds of a great 
many, and paved the Way for their being debauched with 


rebellious Principles; which were daily inftilled into them 


by fome old crafty Olvertans, who had been tranfported 
thither as Servants ; but had the Infolence at laft to form a 
villainous Plot to deftroy their Mafters, and fet up for 
themfelves. 


Tuey had carried on this Confpiracy with fo much Se- 
crecy, that it was not difcovered until the Night before the 
defign’d Execution, which was to have been at Poplar 
Spring in Gloucefler County ; but it was. happily revealed 
by one of the Confpirators, whofe Name was Birkenhead, 


Tue Moment that the Governor had Notice given him 
of this villainous Defign, he gave fecret Ordets for a Party 
of the Militia to be in Readinefs at the Place of Rendezvous, 
and to feize the Confpirators as they came there to meet 
one another ; which Orders were fo well executed, that four 
of them were taken and hanged, but the reft efcaped by op- 
portunely meeting, as they approach’d, with fome of the 
Gang that had run away. Birkenbead the Difcoverer, being 
only a Servant, was gratify’d with his Freedom, and a Re- 
ward of two hundred Pounds. And the 13th of February, 
being the Day on which this Plot was to have been executed, 
an anniverfary Thankfgiving was appointed to be kept, in 
Memory of their happy Deliverance from fo great a 
Mifchief. WHEN 
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The Hiftory of Vireintra. 


WHEN thefe Particulars came to be reported to the King, 
his Majefty was pleafed to fend his Royal Commands to 
caufe a Fort to be erected at ‘fames Town for the Go- 
vernor’s Security, as well as to be a Check on future Events 
of the like Nature ; but the Danger being over, they con- 
tented themfelves only to raife a fmall Battery, on which 
fome Pieces of Ordnance were placed. 


ANOTHER Act of Parliament was made about this time 
to prevent the Importation of all Foreign Goods into the 
Plantations, except fuch as came direétly with Cuftom-houfe 
Clearances from England; and altho’ this was dJikewife a 
very reafonable Law, yet the People of Virginia imagin’d 
that it had the Confequence to raife the Price of all Euro- 
pean Goods to what the Engli/b Merchant pleafed to put 
on them; while at the fame time it lower’d the Value of 
Tobacco, which was their Staple and chief Commodity. 


Hereuron the Affembly of Virginia, in order to pique 
the Merchants at Loxdon, whom they fufpected of having 
fome Hand in advifing thefe Reftrictions which had been 
lately put on the Plantation Trade, made an AG to prohibit 
the planting of any Tobacco for a whole Year, thinking 
alfo thereby to raife the Value of that Commodity here- 
after ; but their Neighbours in the Province of Maryland 
refufing to-come in to the fame Regulation, they were ob- 


liged, in Regard to themfelves, to repeal their own Act, and 


to. return again to the Drudgery of planting Tobacco at 
any rate, 


Some time afterwards the Affembly of Virginia made 
another Attempt of the fame kind, by ftrenuoufly endea. 
vouring 



























The Hiftory of VirGinta. 
vouring to bring in the Provinces of Maryland and Carolina 
to their Meafures; but failing of their Purpofe, that. Pro- 
ject was wholly laid afide. 


In order the better to inforce a due Obfervation of the 
Acts of Trade, the King was advifed to order Forts to be 
built at the Mouth of each River in Virginza, intending that 
thofe only fhould be the trading Ports for Ships to enter 
and clear,which was partly comply’d with for a fhort Space ; 
but fuch a Regulation being, from the diftant Situation of the 
Settlements, and the Nature of the Planters Bufinefs, truly 
impracticable, and the People at the fame time being 
frighten’d away from thofe Places, where the Shipping were 
expected to arrive, by terrible Reports of the Plague which 
then raged at London, all thefe Orders were foon neglected 
and forgot, 


Sir William Berkeley, who was ever intent on purfuing 
the Advantage of the Colony, had a Mind to attempt fome 
Difcovery Weitward towards the Mountains ; for which 
Purpofe he levy’d a fmall Company of about fourteen 
Englifb, and as many Indians, under the Command of one 
Captain Batt. They fet out from Appamattock, and in feven 
Days March reach’d the firft Ridge of Mountains, which 
are but of a moderate Height ; but when they came to 
the next or higheft Mountains, they appeared every-where 
to them impaflable ; fo that after they had travelled a great 
way to the Southward, looking out for a Paflage over 
thofe ftupendous Rocks, they fell in with a River which 
takes its Courfe through a low marfhy Country, running by 
a flow Defcent into fome Part of the Gulph of Mex7co, be- 
tween Florida and the Micifippi ; and at this Place the 
Indians refufing to go any further, Captain Batt was ob- 
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The Hiltory of VIRGINIA. 


liged to return, and on his Report to the Governor, Sir 
Wiliam determin’d to make fuch another Attempt himfelf 
in Perfon ; for which end he made great Preparations, and 
had prevail’d with the Affembly to pafs an Act for en- 
couraging the Expedition, which was unhappily interrupted 
at this Juncture by a very extraordinary Infurrection in V7r- 
ginia, that goes by the Name of Bacon’s Rebellion. 


Ir is not eafy to conceive how any general Infurrection 
or Rebellion could be fomented in Virginia againft fo good 
a Governor as Sir William Berkeley ; whom the People had 
not only chofen themfelves, but truly loved his Perfon, and 
approved his Conduct, which appeared to be unblameable ; 
no manner of Complaint having been exhibited againft him 
for the Space of thirty-five Years, during which time he 
had devoted both his Time and Fortune to the Service of 
that Country. Before we enter therefore on this extraor- 
dinary Narration, it will be neceflary to premife a few 
things, which greatly tended to four the Minds of the 
People, and to diftract their Thoughts from all Manner of 
Bufinefs, 


t. Kine Charles the Second, to gratify fome Noblemen 
about his Perfon, had made two large Grants, which were 
diftinguifh’d by the Names of the Northern and Southern 
Grants of Virginza, altho’ the fame Men were concern’d in 
both. Thefe Grants happen’d unfortunately to include 
within their Limits feveral improved Plantations, which had 
been feated for many Years before, and poffeffed under the 
legal unqueftionable Title of Patents from the Crown. 
When thefe latter Grants therefore, which had lain dormant 
until the Year 1674. came to be known and claimed, it 
created fo much Uneafinefs in the Country, that the 
Affembly 

























































The Hiftoty of Virernta. 


Affembly drew up an humble Addrefs to his Majefty, com- 
plaining of the Injuttice of the faid Grants, and befeeching 
the King to recall them, as being highly derogatory of thofe 
Rights granted to the People of that Colony, by his Royal 
Progenitors ; and tho’ this Addrefs was fent over, and fo- 
licited by particular Agents, for many Months together, at 
a great Expence to Virginia, which was heavily taxed by 
the Affembly for that Purpofe, yet it never had any Effect. 


2. AsouT this time the Act of the twenty-fifth of 
Charles the Second, for better fecuring the Plantation-Trade, 
was pafled in England ; whereby feveral Duties were laid on 
the Trade from one Colony to another, and appropriated to 
Ufes quite foreign to the People, from whom they were 
raifed ; and whether it was the Confequence of fuch fevere 
Impofitions on the Trade of the Plantations, or the too art- 
ful and partial Conduct of the Merchants in England, who 
enjoy’d confiderable Profits by being Factors for the Tobacco 
Planters in Vzrginia, or partly from both, we cannot pre- 
fume to determine ; but certain it was, That the Price of 
Tobacco then was fo low, that the Balance due to the 
Planter on his Account of Sales from England, amounted 
to little or nothing, nay, often brought him in Debt to 
the Factor ; fo that they really had not wherewithal, out 
of their laborious Toil, to cloathe themfelves, and their poor 
Families. 


3. Tue Indian Trade, which was carried on by a few 
who made it their whole Bufinefs to travel with Caravans 
a great way into the Woods, and to barter with the Natives 
for large Quantities of Furs and Skins, began very much to 
leffen and decay; which in all Probability was owing to the 
fudden Increafe of that Trade at New York, fince the Set- 
Bw & tlement 
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The Hiftory of Vireimta, 
tlement of the Engl/b there, Yet at this time the Indian 
Traders in Virginia {uppofed it to proceed from fome Neg- 
lect or Mifmanagement in the Adminiftration of their own 
Government ; and therefore imagin’d, that the Governor's 
intended Expedition, to find out a Paffage over the Moun- 
tains, would be hurtful to their Intereft ; and from fuch 
Conceits, the Traders had taken upon them lately to deal 
very fharply with the Indians, and even to treat them with 
fome Cruelty ; which fo four'd the Indians, that they ob- 
ferving the Eng/i/b to be divided amongft themfelves, and 
apprehending by the ill Ufage they daily received from the. 
‘Traders, and the Noife of the Governor’s Expedition, that 
there might be fome Defign forming againit them, they fell 
into feveral Broils, and fome Murders were committed to- 
wards the Out-fettlements ; whereby, in fhort, the Peace be- 


tween the Engli/b and them came at laft to be intirely 
broken. 


Suc a Difcontent was by thefe means fpread all over 
the Country, that the common People neglected their ufual 
Labour every-where ; and flocking together in Mobs, they 
vented their Spleen in Clamours againft the Indians, every 
one defiring to be inlifted a Soldier, and to go to War with 
thofe Barbarians. 


THERE was at this time one Nathanael Bacon, a young 
Gentleman of a very comely Afpect, who having had his 
Education at the Inns of Court in Exgland, and being in- 
dued with the Talent of an eafy and engaging Elocution, 
had been lately promoted to be a Member of the Council ‘ 
and was not only very much efteem’d at that Board, but 
looked on by every Body as a Man of elegant fine Parts. 
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Tuts giddy-headed Youth, who had already conceived 
but too well of his own Perfections, was every-where ca- 
refled by thefe Mobs,whom he often harangued, aggravating 
the Mifchiefs that were daily committed by the Jzdzans on 
the Frontier Settlements; alledging that they were wholly 
occafion’d by the Want of a due Regulation of the Indian 
Trade ; and offering his Service to lead them againft the 
Indians, and to rectify all their Grievances, 


Tue unthinking Multitude were fo charm’d with his 
Oratory, that they unanimoufly elected Mr. Bacon their 
General ; which Command he accepted on the Pretence of 
a public Spirit, to do them and the Country all the Service 
that lay in his Power, afluring them that he never would 
lay down his Arms, until he had revenged their Sufferings 
on the Indians, and redreffed all their other Grievances. 


GENERAL Bacon, by inlarging on every Particular of 
their Complaints, and exafperating all their Wrongs to the 
utmoft, wrought up the poor People to a perfect Unanimity 
in their Obedience to his Command ; and after muttering 
all the Men, he fent a Meflage to the Governor, reprefenting 
to the Height the Injuries that had been done by the Indzans, 
and defiring that a Commiffion might be fent to him as 
General, to go out againft them. The Governor being well 
apprifed of the Efteem which fome leading Men in the 
Council had for this Gentleman, did not flatly refufe his 
Requeft, but only fent him Word, that he would confult 
the Council, and then return him an Anfwer. 


In the mean time Bacon was extremely diligent to get 
every thing ready ; and being intoxicated with the abfolute 
Power 
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The Hiftory of VIRGINIA, 


Power and Command, which his People had conferred upon 
him, he began his March without waiting any longer for 
the Commiffion, contenting himfelf with {ending another 
Meffage to haften it after him; but inftead of the Com- 
miffion he looked for, the Governor {ent him a_pofitive 
Order to difmifs his Men, and immediately to return 
himf{elf, on pain of being declared a Rebel, 


Tis Order gave equal Surprife and Trouble to the Ge- 
neral and his Army, who neverthelefs perfifted in their Re- 
folution to proceed; yet, to preferve fome Decency, Mr, Ba- 
con took forty good Men along with him, and went down 
the River in a Sloop, to wait on the Governor and Council 
at James Town; but Things not anfwering his Expectations 
there, he gave himfelf the Liberty of talking a little too 
freely, which provoked the Governor to fufpend him from 
the Council-Board ; whereupon Bacon and his Followers 
got on Board their Sloop, and left the Place ina Huf® The 
Governor inftantly caufed a Boat to be mann’d, and purfued 
the General fo clofe, that he was obliged to take to his Boat 
in order to efcape ; but the Governor having had the Pre. 
caution to difpatch a Meffenger by Land to the Shipping 
above at Sandy Point, with Orders to {top him, the poor 
General was brought back, but received with fome Civility, 
becaufe the Governor was doubtful whether his Inftructions 
would juftify the Sufpenfion he had made of this Gentleman 
from the Council. However Mr. Bacon ftill infifted on 
having a Commiffion, to be General of the Volunteers, 
with Orders to go out again{t the Indians, from which the 
Governor took a great deal of pains to diffuade him, not 
fufpecting the fecret and felf-interefted V lew, which Bacon 
and fome of his particular Friends had, to monopolife all 
the Indian Trade into their own Hands. 
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Tue terrible Accounts which were then brought of freth 
Murders committed by the Indians, gave Mr. Bacon an Op- 
portunity of renewing his Requeft with more Vigour than 
ever ; but finding that he could make no Impreffion on the 
Governor to grant it, he ftole privately out of Town, and 
putting himfelf at the Head of fix hundred Voluntiers, he 
marched directly to “fames Town, where the Affembly was 
then fitting ; and after having drawn up his Men before the 
Door, he prefented himfelf to the Houfe, fetting forth the 
great Preparations he had made, and alledging, That if he 
had obtain’d fuch a Commiffion as he demanded, the Indian 
War would have been happily finifhed before this Time. 


Tue Governor refented this Proceeding of Bacon’s as an 
infolent Affront, and obftinately refufed to confent to any 
of his Demands, openly expofing his bare Breaft to him 
and his Soldiers, daring them to ufe the leaft Violence to 
himfelf, or any Man elfe; but the Affembly apprehending 
fome fatal Confequence might attend the provoking of a 
difcontented and armed Multitude, who had the Governor, 
Council and Affembly, all in their Power, they addreffed 
the Governor to grant Mr. Bacon his Requeft; and having 
themfelves prepared a Commiffion, conftituting him General 
of the Forces in Virginia, they brought it to the Governor 
to be figned, which he did with great Relu€@tancy. Mr. Ba- 
con having thus gain’d his Point, he and his People marched 
off ; but as foon as the Affembly judged, that the General 
and his Forces were removed to fuch a Diftance from them, 
as that they might deliberate with Safety, the Governor, 
by their Advice, iffued a Proclamation of Rebellion againft 
Bacon, commanding his Followers to furrender him, and 
| forthwith 
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The Hiftory of VIRGINIA. 


forthwith difperfe themfelves, giving Orders at the fame 
time for raifing the Militia again{t him. 


THE People were very much exafperated at the Gover- 
nor and Afiembly’s Proceedings again{t their beloved Ge- 
neral, whofe Addrefs and Eloquence had gain’d fuch an ab- 
folute Dominion over their Hear#, that they unanimoufly 
refolved to ftand on their Arms ; and inftead of obeying the 
Proclamation, they marched back, with the General at their 
Head, to ames ‘Town, directing their Fury againft all who 
fhould dare to oppofe them. Hereupon the Governor was ob- 
liged to fly over the Bay to Accomack, on the Eaftern Shore, 
hoping that the Infection had not yet reach’d thither; but the 
People there, inftead of offering to protect and defend their 
Governor and great Benefactor, begun to infift on Terms 
with him, expecting that he would not only redrefs all 
their Grievances, but alfo grant thema Liberty of Trading, 
contrary to the Rules eftablifhed by the late Aéts of Parlia- 
ment in England: ‘Thus from a moft extravagant and un- 
expected Jealoufy, wherewith the People’s Heads were oc- 
cafionally filled, without any Reafon or Ground whatever, 
the good Sir William Berkeley was abandon’d by all his 
Friends, except a very few, that went over to him in {mall 
Boats from the Weftern Shore ; among{ft whom Major Robert 
Beverley was the moft active and chief Perfon to ferve 
him. 


GENERAL Bacon's firft Step was to hold a Convention 
with the Gentlemen in the Neighbourhood of Sames Town, 
and {uch others as pleafed to come to him; at which Meet- 
ing they publifhed a Declaration juftifying their Proceedings, 
and obliged People to take an Oath of Obedience to Mr. Ba- 
con, as their General ; and by Advice of this Convention, 
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on Pretence of the Governor's Abdication, the General 
iffued Writs figned by himfelf for calling an Affembly, 


By this time the Governor had muftered a fmall Party 
of his own, commanded by Major Beverley, whom he had 
furnifhed with Arms, Ammunition and Sloops, to carry them 
over the Bay, in order to oppofe the Rebels : Some Skir- 
mifhes happen’d between them, wherein feveral were killed, 
and others taken Prifoners; fo that they were driving on fu- 
rioufly by a Civil War to deftroy their Infant Country, when 


_|. it pleafed.God to put an End to their Misfortunes, and to 


Mr. Bacon’s Defigns, by his natural Death at Dr. Green’s 
Houfe in Gloucefter County ; but altho’ great Inquiry was 
made after his Body, in order to its being expofed to public 
Infamy, they could never difcover where he was buried. 


Tuese Diforders in.the mean time occafion’d a total 
Neglect of Hufbandry, as well as a great Deftruction of 
Cattle, @c. which gave a dreadful Profpect of Want and 
Famine ; but the Rebels having loft their Head, they began 
to {quabble amongft themfelves, every one endeavouring to 
make the beft Terms he could for himfelf. Their principal 
Officers, under Bacon, broke the Ice, by furrendering on 
Condition of Pardon for themfelves and their Followers ; 
but they were rendered incapable of bearing any Office in 
that Country, for the time to come ; and Peace being thus 
reftored to Virginia, Sir William Berkeley return’d to the 
Seat of Government, and every Man to his own Home. 


AFTER fo much Confufion the Governor thought proper 
to call an Affembly, to fettle the Affairs of the Country ; 
but the poor City of Sfames Town lay at this time in a de- 
folate Condition, having been burnt down in, the late Re- 

ve bellion, 
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The Hiltory of Vircinra. 


bellion, by one of Bacon’s Captains, named RichardLawrence ; 
who, when his Men refufeéd to obey him in that 


Point, had 
the Barbarity to fet Fire to the Houfes with his own Hands, 


THe Noife of this Rebellion in England gave the King 
Occafion, in the Year 167%. to fend over Commiffioners, 
to inquire into the Authors of it; and he alfo fent a Re- 
giment of Soldiers, who, tho’ they came too late, yet con- 
tinued there for fome time ; but the good Sir William 
Berkeley was in fo bad a State of Flealth, that he was ob- 
liged to go for England, where, foon after’ his Arrival, he 
died, before he had feen the King, who fent daily to in- 
quire how he did, and exprefs’d himfelf with great Tender. 


nefs and Concern for the Lofs of fo dutiful and loyal a 
Subject. 


Herbert Feofferies, Eq; fucceeded Sir Williaw Berkeley, 
in the Government of Virginia: He made a formal 
Treaty of Peace with the Indians, and held an Affembly at 
Middle Plantation, about feven Miles from ‘Fames Town ; 
when many Regulations were made in the Indian Trade, and 
particular Places appointed for the Natives to brine their 
Goods to Market ; but they not being accuftom’d to Re- 
ftrictions of that Sort, and naturally fufpicious of Novelties, 
did” not much regard thefe Regulations, which therefore 
foon became obfolete. Prefently afterwards ‘Goverhor 
Feofferies happen’d to die, and in the latte: End Of the Year 
1678. Sir William Chicheley was appointed Deputy-Go- 
vernor ; in whofe Time the Affembly caufed Magazines to 
be built at the Heads of the four great’ Rivérs, which they 
filled with Arms and Ammunition fufficient, and appointed 
a certain Number of Men in- each of them, to keep the 
Indians in Awe, and prevent ‘their frequent Deprédations. 


It 
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The Hiftory of VirnGcun ra 
Tt being cuftomary at this time for the Inhabitants of Cz- 
rolina and Maryland to fend their Tobacco into Virginia, 
to be fhipp’d off for England, this Aflembly feem’d to 
miftake their own Intereit, by prohibiting their Neighbours 
from importing any Tobacco thither, which of Confequence 
drew off a good Part of the ufual Shipping from Virginia, 
to attend the Maryland Planters. 


In the Beginning of the Year 1679. Thomas Lord Cul- 
pepper arrived, Governor of Virginia, and brought with him 
feveral Laws ready drawn up in England, to be enacted by 
the Affembly ; and being invefted with ample Powers to 
pardon fuch as had been concern’d in the late Rebellion, and 
to re{tore Peace to the Country, it was eafy for him to 
obtain whatever he pleafed to afk from the People. Thus, 
after my Lord had engaged their Affections by paffing many 
popular Acts, he was not wholly negligent of his own In- 
tereft ; for he got the two Shillings per Hogthead, and other 
Duties, which had been laid for the Support of Government, 
not only to be made perpetual; but inftead of being ac- 
counted for to the Affembly as formerly, they were now to 
be difpofed of, from time to time, as his Majefty and his 
Royal Succeffors fhould think fit; fo that in Stead of one 
thoufand Pounds per Annum, which had been ufually given 
to the Governor, my Lord had the Influence to obtain an 
Order from the King for two thoufand Pounds out of the 
{aid Duties, together with an Allowance of one hundred 
and fixty Pounds more, for Houfe-Rent, befides all other 
Perquifites of the Government. Moreover his Lordfhip 
laid hold of this Opportunity to convert the Prefent of 
Wine, &c. which had ufually been made to the Governor, 
on the Arrival of each Ship, into a certain Fee of twenty 
Shillings Sterling, at the Entering and Clearing of every Ship 
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The Hiltory of VIRGINIA, 


under an hundred Tons Burthen, and thirty Shillings for all 
above that Size; and thefe Fees continue to be exaéted 
by the Governor, or his Deputy, ever fince that time. 


THE Lord Culpepper {feem’d to exprefs a great Concern 
for the Interett of the Country, by propofing to raife the 
Value of their Silver Coin, in Proportion to what it then 
bore in the neighbouring Colonies, in order to keep it from 
being carried out of Virginia; and the Affembly were fo 
fenfible of the Misfortune, that they proceeded to prepare 
a Bill for that Purpofe ; but my Lord prevented them, by 
infifting on it to be the King’s Prerogative to alter the De- 
nomination of the Coin; and after he had caufed a Pro- 
clamation to be iflued to that Effect, he produced an Order 
for difbanding the Regiment that had been fent from Eng- 
land, and paid their Arrears in Coin of the new Value, 
greatly to his own Profit; yet after a fhort time, finding 
that this Alteration of the Coin very fenfibly affected a con. 
fiderable Part of his own Perquifites, he thought convenient 
to make ufe of the fame Prerogative to reduce it again to 
the former Standard. 


Tue Country enjoying at this time a profound Peace, 
great Quantities of Tobacco were made, and both good and 
bad was fhipp’d home for Exgland; which fo lower’d the 
Value, that it yielded but a very fmall Price; which bred 
frefh Difcontents amongft the People,who defpairing of Suc- 
cefs in any new Attempt to bring the Marylanders into a 
Regulation of that Commodity, fome of them took it into 
their Heads thisYear, totally to deftroy the Tobacco-Plants, 


- and efpecially the fweet-fcented, which Sort was produced 


no-where elfe. ‘The Ringleaders of this Project began firft 
to‘cut up their own Plants, and then proceeded to deftroy 
thofe 

































































The Hiftory of VIRGINIA, 


thofe of their Neighbours who refufed to do it themfelves ; 
which Outrage being adjudged to be Sedition and Felony, 
feveral of them were committed to Prifon, and fome of 
them condemned to be hanged; which, with the Help of 
an Aét then paffed by the Afflembly, put a Stop to that 
Practice for the future. 


IMMEDIATELY after this Affair of the Plant-cutting was 
over, Lord Culpepper returned again Governor; and while 
he was holding his fecond Affembly, his Lordfhip having it 
then in View to purchafe the Proprietorfhip of the Nor- 
thern Neck, v7z. that Slip or Portion of Land, which lies 
between the Rivers Rappahannock and Potowmack, he con- 
ceived it would be for his Purpofe to. alter the Method 
hitherto ufed, in appealing from the general Court to. the 
Affembly ; for which End, he artfully fomented a Divifion 
between the Houfe of Burgeffes and the Council, by en- 
couraging the lower Houfe to infift on determining all Ap- 
peals by themfelves, exclufive of the Council ; becaufe the 
latter having opiniated as Judges in the general. Court, were 
for that Reafon unfit to hear Appeals from themfelves in 
the Affembly. The Houfe of Burgeffes, not fufpecting my 


Lord’s Defign, infifted ftrenuoufly on the Point, until the 


Quarrel between them and the Council came to fuch a 
Height, that on my Lord Culpepper’s Reprefentation of 
the Matter to the King, he obtain’d an Inftruction from his 


Majefty, to take away the Appeals. from the general Court. 


to the Afflembly, and to caufe them for the future to be 
made to the King himfelf, in his privy Council, when the 


Subje&t in Debate arofe to the Value of three hundred: 
Pounds Sterling and upwards ; otherwife that there fhould: 


be no Appeal from the general Court in any other Cafe, 


My. 
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The Hiltory of Vir G@intia. 


My Lord Culpepper, being a Man of found Judgment, 
obferved, that the Attornies and Clerks, in Imitation of the 
Practice in Wefiminfier-Hall, took on them to enter up 
Reafons along with the Judgment, in order to ferye as Pre- 
cedents for the future, which my Lord redtify’d by cutting 
off all dilatory Pleas, as hurtful to Juftice ; and he not only 
kept the Court clofe to the Merits of the Caufe, and to a 
{peedy Determination, but alfo order’d the Judgments to 
be enter’d up fhort without any Reafons, leaving Pofterity 
to decide according to the Eyuity of the Matter before 
them. 


‘Ir was during this Lord’s Adminiftration, that the Ma- 
gazines on the Heads of the Rivers were taken away, and 
the Expence of maintaining a Number of Men there faved, 
by appointing a {mall Party of light Horfe, called Rangers, 
to {cower the Woods, which anfwer’d the End much better ; 
and thus my Lord Culpepper, having ftay’d but a very little 
longer in the Country than he had done the firft Time, ap- 
pointed his Kinfman, Mr. Secretary Spencer, to aét as Pre- 
fident, and return’d himfelf to England; where foon af- 
terwards his Lordfhip purchafed a firm Title to the Pro- 
prietorfhip of the Northern Neck, which in the twenty-firft 
Year of the Reign of King Charles the Second, had been 
granted by Letters Patents under the great Seal to Henry 
Earl of St. Albans, Fobn Lord Berkeley, Sir William Morton, 
and ‘fohn Trethwey, their Heirs and Affignees for ever. But 
that Grant being clogg’d with fome particular ReftriCtions, 
King ‘fames the Second, by an ample Charter, bearing Date 
the 27th of September, in the 4th Year of his Reign, con- 
firms the former Grant of the Northern Neck, and the late 
Conveyance made thereof, to Thomas Lord Culpepper ; re- 


leafing 





The Hiltory of VIRGINIA. 


leafing the reftriGtive Claufe in the former Patent, with all 
the Arrears of Quit-Rent due, in Confideration of many 
great and important Services performed to the Crown by 
that honourable Family : Of which the only Daughter and 
Heirefs was afterwards marry’d to Thomas Lord Fairfax 
Mother to the prefent Lord Fairfax, who has lately ealeens 
the Pains to go over thither himfelf, and at a very con- 


fiderable Charge, to caufe an exact Survey to be made of 


that valuable Eftate, in order to determine fome Difputes 


which have arifen between his Lordfhip and the Govern- - 


ment of Virginia, concerning the Limits and Boundaries 
thereof. 


In the Year 1684. the Lord Culpepper declining to return 
to Virginia, Francis Lord Howard of Effingham was fent 
Governor; and this Nobleman created a new leffer Seal. of 
the Colony, whereby he exacted confiderable Fees for li- 
cenfing of Lawyers, Schoolmafters, &c. and likewife he 
extorted Money for affixing his Seal to the Probates of latt 
Wills, and Letters of Adminiftration. Thefe oppreflive 
Meafures, together with his taking on himfelf to ad as 
Chancellor and fole Judge in Equity, occafion’d fome grie- 
yous Complaints to be made of him to the King; and 
Colonel Philip Ludwell was fent over Agent againft him to 
the Court of England, whereupon. the Seal-Money was dif- 
‘allow’d and ‘taken off, 


In my Lord Efingham’s Time, there was a Duty laid on 
all Liquors imported into Virginia, asa Fund for rebuilding 
the State-houfe, where all the Courts ufually fat; Which 
had not been repaired fince-it was burnt down by Captain 
Lawyence in Bacon’s'Time: Many ‘People however com- 
plain’d, that under the Notion of'a fuperior Skill in the Law, 

Lord 
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The Hiftory of VirGinta, 
Lord Effingham introduced Novelties into. the Proceedings 
of their Courts, pretending exactly to follow the English 
Forms ; but in the Year 1689. when my Lord was removed, 
and Colonel Nathanael Bacon \eft Prefident, all thefe Inno- 
vations were laid afide, and the Courfe of Bufinefs return’d 
again into its old Channel. About this time the firft Scheme +- 
of a College was projected, and being laid before the Pre- 
fident and Council, it was very much approved, and referr’d 
to the Affembly, which did not happen to meet during this 
Prefident’s Adminiftration. 


In the Year 1690. Francis Nicholfon, Efq; was fent over 
Lieutenant-Governor, under my Lord Effingham; and this 
Gentleman made himfelf vaftly popular amongft the com- + 
mon People, by converfing freely with them on all Occa- 
fions, as alfo by encouraging public Exercifes, and Country 
Diverfions ; nay, he was {fo indulgent to them, as frequently 
to fuffer the Mob to come into the Room where he was 
entertaining Company at Dinner, and was much diverted 
with their {crambling amongft one another, and taking all 
the Victuals off from the Table before him. When the 
Project of a College was communicated to Governor Ni- 
cholfon, he very much liked it; and altho’ it was fome time 
before he called an Affembly, yet when a Subfcription for 
the College was propofed in Council, the Governor fet a 
moft generous Example at that Board, which in a very fhort 
time made the Subfcription arife to the Sum of two thoufand 
five hundred Pounds, 


WHEN the Affembly met in the Year 1691. they hear- 
tily efpoufed the Affair of the College ; and having drawn 
up a loyal Addrefs to their Majefties King William and 
Queen Mary, they fent it home by the Reverend Mr. ‘fames 
Blair, 
































The Hiftory of VirGinta, 


Blair, to folicit a Charter from the Crown, for the better 


Eftablifhment of the faid College ; and their Majefties were 
fo well pleafed with this pious Defign, that they not only 
granted the Charter defired, but gave two thoufand Pounds 
(being the Balance of Quit-Rent then due) towards the 
Charge of Building, befides endowing it with twenty thoufand 
Acres of the beit Land, together with the perpetual Re- 
venue, arifing from the Duty of one Penny per Pound on 
all Tobacco, tranfported’ from Virginia and Maryland, to 
the other Eg/i/b Plantations. 


THE Governor pafled fome Acs in this Affembly, for 
the Improvement of feveral Branches of Trade, and the 
Encouragement of Towns, but he foon changed his Mind ; 
for at the Meeting of the next fucceeding Affembly, he al- 
together difapproved of what had been done the Year be- 
fore, which proceeded (as it was fuppofed) from. the In- 
fluence of the Tobacco-Factors or Merchants at London, 
whofeIntereft, no Doubt, it was, to keep the Virginia Plan- 
ters from cohabiting together in Towns; which probably 
might have forced fome Kind of Trade and Shipping, 
that in time would have enabled them to tranfport their 
‘Tobacco to Market themfelves, 


In the Year 1692. Sir Edmund Andros arrived Governor, 
and found the Country much divided in their Opinions 
about encouraging Towns and Trade, which was {till attri- 
buted to the Induence of the London Merchants, to whom 
moft of the Planters were indebted, and confequently under 
their Awe : But be that as it will, the Aflembly at this time 
prepared a Law for that Purpofe; which being fent over to 
England, it was remitted back again to Virginia, for fur- 
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The Hiftory of VirGINIA, 


ther Confideration, which put an End to all future At- 
tempts of that Nature. 


Sir Edmund Andros, being a Man that loved Order and 
Regularity, took the Trouble himfelf to infpect into the Ma- 
nagement of the public Records ; and finding them in very 
great Diforder, he not only altered their Method of keeping 


them, but took Care to provide every thing that was want- 
ing, to preferve all the Books and Papers for the future in 


fuch elegant Order, that whatever was called for, might be 
found ina Moment; and even after the State-houfe was 
burnt, in Odfober 1698, the Governor did not give over his 
Diligence, but caufed all the Papers that had been faved 
from the Fire, to be again forted, and regifter'd more exactly 
than they were before ; which was of infinite Service to the 


-People of that Colony. 


In November 1698. Francis Nicholfon, Efq; was re- 
moved from Maryland, and fent once more Governor to 
Virginia: He was.a Man of great Probity, but {trong 
Paffions, and paid almoft Adoration to: every thing which 


had any Relation to the Interefts of the Church and Crown; 


his Zeal that way was fometimes fo furious, that it led him 
beyond the Rules of Juftice, and made People often miftake 


his unhappy Prejudices for vitious and arbitrary Inclinations ; 


he all along fhew’d fuch a Contempt for Riches, and was fo 
extenfive in many repeated Acts of Generofity, that it gave 
his Enemies the Handle to impute every commendable 
Thing he did to an immoderate Excefs of Vanity. A Weak- 
ne{fs which often perverts the beft Intentions, and leffens the 


Influence, as well as Character, of Men in Power, 
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The Hiftory of VIRGINIA. 


Tis Gentleman, for the Sake of a more dryand healthy, 
as well as convenient Situation, removed the Affembly and 
the Courts of Judicature from ‘fames 'Fown to a Place 
called Middle Plantation, becaufe it lies at an equal Dittance 
from Fames and 1% ork Rivers, between two Creeks, which 


afford the Conveniency of Water-Carriage from. each ‘of 


them. Here Governor Nichol/on projected a large ‘Town, 
and laid out the Streets in the Form of a W, calling 
the fame Williamfburgh, in Honour of the reigning King: — 
He alfo caufed a magnificent Edifice to be erected, oppolite 
to the College, where the Affembly, Council, and Courts of 
Judicature, now fit, containing Rooms alfo for the Seeretary, 
Attorney-General, and other public Otficers of the Govern- 
ment ; for he continued to affect Popularity more than any 
other Branch of Grandeur, and fought all Opportunities to. 
exprefs, on every Occafion, an: extraordinary Zeal for. the 
Honour of his King and Country. 


In Aiguft 1705. Edward’ Nott, Efg; was fent over. 
Lieutenant-Governor, under the Earl of: Orkney, as. Go-- + 
vernor in Chief; and-it has been the Practice ever fince that 
time, for the Governor in Chief. of Virginia to. refide in 
England, and to receive out of the Salary-of two thoufand 
Pounds, twelve hundred Pounds per Annum; which is paid 
to him by the Lieutenant-Governor refiding in the Countty, , 
whofe Commiftion is from: the King, under: the fame Au- 
thority of the Great Seal; as is the chief Governor’s; by 
which means, the Tiles of Honour and Power of Acting 
are equal in both. Governor Nott was a Man of a very mild 
Temper and Behaviour, but did not live to give the People 
that Happinefs which might have been expected from his 
Adminiftration ; for after he had pafled feveral. good Laws, 
fb and. 
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The Hiftory of ViRGINIA, 
and prevailed with the Afiembly to provide a Fund, to 
build a convenient Houfe at William/burgh, for the Go- 
vernor’s Refidence, he died in Augu/t 1706. whereby the 
Adminiftration fell into the Hands of Edward Jennings, 
Etq; then Prefident of the Council, who had no Occafion 
to hold any Affembly ; fo that all Things remain’d quiet in 
Virginia, until the Year 1710. that Colonel Alexander 
Spot/wood came over Lieutenant-Goyernor, under the Earl 
of Orkney, in the fame manner that Mr. Nott the pre- 
ceding Governor had done. 


Tuts Gentleman, who was born at Tangier in Africa, + 
and bred in the Army from his Infancy, had a moft excel- 
lent Genius for all Kinds of Bufinefs; and was likewife- 
Matter of fuch Application, that he feldom or never fail’d 
of f{ucceeding in any thing he undertook: He had been 
dangeroufly wounded in the Breaft, by the firft Fire which 
the French made on the Confederates at the Battle of Hock- 
ftadt, and afterwards ferved with great Applaufe, during the 
Heat of that bloody War, as Deputy Quarter-Mafter Ge. 
neral, under Mr. Cadogan, in the Duke of Mar lborough’s 
Army. He was well acquainted with Figures, and fo good 
a Mathematician, that his Skill in Architecture, and in the 
laying out of Ground to the beft Advantage, is yet to be 
{een in Virginia, by the Building of an elegant fafe Ma- + 
gazine, in the Centre of Wiliiamfburgh, and in the confi- 
derable Improvements which he made to the Governor’s 
Houfe and Gardens. He was an excellent Judge on the 
Bench, and knew perfectly well how to reconcile the People’s 
Liberties with the Rights of the Crown, which he always 
faithfully maintain’d. He projected a Law for the Regu- 
lation of the Indian Trade, whereby an eafy Provifion was 
made of a perpetual Fund for inftructing the Indian 
Children 
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The Hiftory of Virein 1a. 

Children in the Principles of Chriftianity ; and it fucceeded 
wonderfully, until fome defigning Merchants in London, who 
conceived their particular Intereft to be affected by that 
Law, procured a Repeal thereof from England, which un- 
happily put an End to the only practicable Scheme that 
had‘ been yet attempted for converting the Indzans. ‘This 
Governor alfo contrived another Act for improving the 
Staple of Tobacco; by which the Quality thereof being 
examin’d, it was to be allowed or rejected by Officers ap- 
pointed for that Purpofe in each County, who were obliged 
to build Storehoufes at all the convenient Landing-places in 
the feveral Rivers, where the Planters were likewife obliged 
to lodge their merchantable ‘Tobacco, and to take the Of- 
ficers Notes for the Quantity more or lefs in Weight; which 
was to be deliver’d to the Bearer, and fhipp’d off on Board 
what Veffel he pleafed to direct; by which means any 
Planter might go to a public Store or Shop, and. buy any 
{mall Quantity of Goods he pleafed with his Tobacco Notes; 
whereas before, he could not deal without felling at leaft 
one Hogfhead. But this Law, which had an excellent Ei- 
fect in the Country while it lafted, proved likewife difa- 
ereeable to the private Intereft and partial Views of parti- 
cular Men, who found Means to have it repealed. 


CoLone. Spot/wood, who was a perfect Matter in all 
the Branches of the Military Art, kept the Militia of that 
Colony under exact Difcipline ; and in the Year 1714, he 
went in Perfon, and, with indefatigable Labour, made the 
firft certain Difcovery of a.Paflage over the great Moun- 
tains; and indeed he was ever employed in fome public 
Defign for the Intereft and Advantage of / irginia; never= 
thelefs by the factious Arts of fome intriguing Men in the 


Council of that Province, who had neither Ability nor 
Courage 
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The Hiftory of VIRGINIA. 


Courage openly to contend with him, his Intereft in Eng- 
land was at length fo far undermined, that after he had go~ 
verned there to the almoft univerfal Content of all the 
Country, for the Space of thirteen Years, without an 
Manner of Complaint having ever been publickly exhi- 
bited againft his Adminiftration, he was {uperfeded in the 
Year 1723. by Major Dri/dale, who then arrived Governor 
under the Earl of Or&ney ; but he, dying in lefs than two 
Years, was fucceeded by the prefent Lieutenant-Go- 
vernor Major Gouge, who has hitherto given univerfal Sa- 
tisfaction, by not only keeping the Colony in good Order 
and Quiet, but alfo by indulging and promoting great Im- - 
provements in the Manufacture of Pig and Bar-Iron, and 
conducting the public Bufinefs of that Country to the ge-. 
neral Content of the People. 


The Revenue of VIRGINIA, arifing from the Quit- 
Rent of Land, and other perpetual Duties efta- 
blifoed by A&t of Affembly iz that Province. 


i. Stith 
Tue Annual Receipt of Quit-Rent, at two) 
Shillings Sterling ger hundred Acres, be- 
ing the Revenue of the Crown paid into 
3500 QQ 0 


the Receipt of the King’s private Ex- 
chequer, is an increafing Fund amounting 
at prefent to about 


THE two Shillings Sterling per Hogthead 
on Tobacco, exported at a Medium of 
thirty-two thoufand Hogfheads per 
Annum, is | 


3200 00 Q; 








Carry’d over 6700 00 ©, 
Brought, 
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° Brought over 6700 00.0 


One Shilling Sterling fer Ton on ten? 19. oo o 
thoufand Ton of Shipping Yearly, 1s 5 7 


Probates of Wills, and entering and clear- 
ing of Ships; together with other legal > 600 00 0 
Perquifites belonging to the Governor re- 

fiding there, is, per Annum, enna 


Tue eftablifh’d Fees for ee 


TOTAL 7800 
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TraveE and GovERNMENT 


OF 


lg tliokts. Gerltn NowliA: 


S it is impoflible for an innocent and unprejudiced. 
Mind, to feparate the Idea of Government from the 

Good and Happinefs of the People that are to be govern’d, i 
fo it is not to be expeéted, That Men who are born free, A> 
and have any juft Notions of Liberty, can force their Af- | 
fections and chearful Obedience to Governors who exercife | 
their Power with Partiality and Caprice. In order there- 
fore to poffefs and retain the Inclinations and dutiful Obe- ; 
dience of the Subjeéts in the Plantations to the lawful Au- | = 
thority and JurifdiGtion of Great-Britain over them, thofe 
reftrictive Acts of Trade and Navigation, which are or may | 
be found neceffary to render the Plantations more ufeful, iS 
ought to be counterpoifed with proper Encouragements for & 
raifing there, and. importing from thence, all fuch Foreign | 
Commodities, as Great-Britain defires and expects from | 
Ava them ; ip 
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REMARKS om ¢he Trade 


them; whereby the real Intereft of the Subject in the Plan- 
tations would evidently appear in every authoritative Ad, 
which was made and done with Relation to them. 


To judge equitably and truly in an Affair of this Nature 
and Importance, let the Man whofe Zeal leads him to put 
fevere Reftraints on the Subject in America, but firft take 
Time and Opportunity to be inform’d how they live and 
fupport their Families there ; and after he has fuppofed him- 
felf to be in that Situation, let him then reflect and confider, 
how far thefe Reftraints, he is fo anxious about, will cor- 
refpond with that Security, which he, and every Briti/h 
Subject depends on for enjoying fuch a Proportion of Li- 
berty.and Property, as is abfolutely neceffary to fecure the 
Comforts of Life. 


We have, it is true, daily Occafion to obferve in the 
City of London, avery few Men, whofe induftrious Ap- 
plication to the Planting Bufinefs in America, has enabled 
them to remit to, and place fuch a Share of their Wealth 
in England, as that they can educate their Children in the 
beft Manner, and perhaps ride in their own Coaches; but 
we do not at the fame time advert to the prodigious Fa- 
tigues which probably they have undergone in procuring 


this Wealth ; and much lefs do we confider the vaft Mul- 


titude of Slaves and Servants they are obliged to maintain, 
and other extraordinary Expences they are continually en- 
gaged in, to fupport the Fabric of a very precarious Eftate, 
which can no way be compared to any Intereft confifting 
of Land or Money in Great-Britain. Befides, however 
the Maiters of fuch American Fortunes may wallow in 
Plenty at Home or Abroad, it is well known to thofe who 
have feen America, how miferably and poorly the labouring 


Part 
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and Government of VIRGINIA. 


Part of the People live, occafion’d chiefly by the vaft Dif- 
proportion which ever fubfifts between the Value of Cloath- 
ing, and other Neceflaries fent from Europe, and the Product 
of America, when it comes Home to Market. 


As often as this Subject has happen’d to come under the 
Confideration of either Houfe of Parliament, or of the 
Lords of his Majefty’s moft Honourable Privy Council, it 
has been cuftomary to fend for and examine the London 
Merchants on the one Side, and the Gentlemen of Eftates 
in America on the other,with Intent, no Doubt, to do equal 
Juftice between them: Neverthelefs their Evidence for the 
moft Part has always been fo contradictory to each other, 
even in Points of Fact, that it was no eafy Matter for an 
impartial Judge to decide in the Cafe; neither indeed does 
any proper Remedy to prevent this Inconveniency, readily 
occur, unlefs the Government fhould think fit to grant a 
yearly Allowance for fome time to a certain Number of 
young Gentlemen, in order to travel, and inftruct them- 
{elves in the delicate Affair of National Commerce, as: it 
js diftinguifhable from the Merchants Profit or private Gain ; 
for, befides that it cannot well be expected, that the Brz- 
tifh Merchant, or the Planter abroad, will of their own Ac- 
cord, generoufly incline to favour the Public, in Prejudice to 
their own private Intereft, the Method wherein they are 
commonly train’d up, and the little Arts they daily acquire 
in Bufinefs, have a quite different Tendency with the pub- 
lic Intereft, and keep them wholly ignorant of the Sources 
and Channels of that fort of Dealing ; which, together with 
a reafonable Profit to themfelves, brings always fome 
national Advantage along with it. . It is very well known, 
that a Practice of this Nature has been ufed to very good 
Purpofe of late Years by the Court of France, who ge- 
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REMARKS on the Trade 


nerally chufe public Minifters out of their Council of Trade, 
to negotiate ‘Treaties of Commerce with Foreign Nations, 
as well as to manage all Commercial Affairs within them- 


~ 


felves, to the no {mall Advantage of that Kingdom. 


THERE mutt of Neceflity always be fuch a Conneétion 
between the Interefts of the Planter or Proprietor of the 
Tobacco raifed in Virginia, and the Factor at Home, who 
is abfolutely intrufted with the Sale of it, at whatever he 
pleates to call the Market Price, that, in fhort, the one 
cannot fubfift without the other’s Aid. While therefore we 
{uppofe them to deal honeftly and fairly by each other, the 
Advantage of their Correfpondence being mutual, it cannot 
fail to content them both : But when a covetous Defire to 
over-reach and to grafp at an immoderate Gain, happens to 
appear on one Side or the other, it gives fuch Difcourage- 
ment to the Lofer, as in fome meafure affects the whole 
Trade, and confequently that National Intereft which is 
involved therein. Wherefore it becomes a Duty on the Ad- 
miniftration to be careful, that material Juftice in all Cafes 
be done between the Planter and the Merchant, otherwife 


the Public muft unavoidably thare in the Lofs fuftained on 
either Side. 


Ir may perhaps appear very natural to imagine, that this 
Care ought chiefly to lie on the Perfon who is at the time 
intrufted with the particular Adminiftration of the Govern- 
ment in Virgina; and, no Doubt, it is from him that 
the King and his Minifters expeét to be truly inform’d of 
the impartial State of the Cafe. But if we may prefume 
to fuppofe, That Governors are fometimes fent over, rather 
to acquire handfome Fortunes to themfelves, than gene- 
roufly to contemn private Gain for the Sake of public 


Virtue ; 





































and Government of VIRGINIA. 


Virtue ; or, which is much the fame, that fometimes the 
Merchants, and at other times the Planters, find Ways and 
Means to influence the Governor on their Side of the 
Queftion ; then indeed, there are but fmall Hopes of bring~ 
ing the Controverfy to an equitable Determination ; fo that 
fe public Intereft of the Nation, in fo confiderable a Branch 
of its Commerce, is more tHtoueh eileen or for Want 
of due Information in the Miniftry at Home, than Defign, 
often proftituted to private Ends, and ~ve ty low Purpofes. 


THE moft antient, tho’ not the moft confiderable, Branch 
of Commerce in Virginia, is the Indian Trade ; which, as 
it appears from the preceding Hittory, has, for want of due 
Regulation from time to time, occafion’d many bitter Con- 
Haas. and dangerous Commotions in that Colony. But as 
the Spirit for “extending and inlarging that Trade in Vzr- 
ginia, feems to be dlmott extinguifhed, fo that the People 
thére content themfelves with only fupplying the Wants of 
the few Indians that remain on this Side the Mountains, 
it is needlefs at prefent to fay any more on that Subject ; 
but if ever the Engli/b (as one time or other they probably 
may) extend their Settlements in Virginia beyond the great 
Mountains, and come to poffefs Lands on the Lake Erie, 
and as far back as the Branches of the River Mzci/i ippi. 


then will their Ivdian Trade become very confiderable in- 


deed ; and create fuch a Vent for coarfe Woollens, and 
other Briti/h Manufactures, as will juftly merit the Care 
and Encouragement of the State. 


Ir is certain, that the Lands in Virginia, efpecially to- 
wards the Heads of the Rivers, are capable of producing 
many Sorts of ufeful Gorin saiuest {uch as Hemp, Flax, 
Pot-Ath, &c. and alfo might be oreatly improved by ei 
tivating 
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tivating of Vineyards ; but it is a Queftion whether it would 
be prudent at this time, to withdraw fo great a Share of the 
Hands from planting Tobacco, as thefe other Manufactures 
would neceffarily require. Wherefore we {hall proceed to 


_confider the only remaining Branch of ufeful Trade carried 


on there, which was but very lately introduced into that 


Colony at a great Expence, by Governor Spotfwood, viz. 
the Manufacture of Pi ig and Bar-Iron. 


One would think that the Articles on the Cuftom-houfe 
Books of the vaft Quantities of Iron, that are yearly im- 
ported into Great-Britain from the Baltic, Rufia, and 
Spain, would be fufficient to convince every one of the 
Neceffity that urges Great-Britain to encourage the Ma- 
nufacture and Importation of that Commodity in and from 


-her own Plantations ; which would greatly leffen, if not in 


time totally prevent, the yearly Remittance of a large 
Balance in ready Cafh to thefe Foreign Countries; but this 
laudable Defign, tho’ often attempted, has unfortunately 
been obftructed hitherto, by the private Intereft of a few, 
who happen to be concem’d in the Forges and Bloomeries 
that yet remain in Eng/and, notwithftanding they are now 


‘carried on ata larger E-xpence, and with much more Difh- 


culty than formerly, and likewife confume great Quantities 
of Wood that we can but ill fpare. How long thofe pri- 
vate and particular Interefts may {till prevail, to the Dif- 
couragement of fo great a public Good, is uncertain ; but 
we prefume to athirm, that there is not any Propofition in 
Trade more demonftrable, than that the Br7tz/h Plantations 
in America, with very {mall Encouragement, can afford any 
Quantity of Iron of an equal good Quality with that which 
is imported from the above Cansueees and at as cheap a 
Rate as it comes from thence to be fold in England. 
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and Government of VIRGINIA, 


Tue Revenue arifing to the Crown from the Quit- 
Rents of Land in Virginia, is not only confiderable at this 
time, but muft proportionably increafe, as the Settlements 





come to be extended Weftward ; and therefore we may fup-, . 


pofe, that one time or other, it will be confider'd as a 
Piece of public Juftice, to fee that the Crown Revenue in 
Virginia, and in each of the other Colonies, be regularly 
accounted for, and apply’d to no other Ufe, but the Pro- 
tection and Improvement of that particular Colony to which 
they refpectively belong ; and this would not only prevent 
effectually all Sort of Mifapplication or Embezzlement, but 
give a reafonable Contentment to thofe poor induftrious 
People from whom it is raifed. 


BesipEs the above yearly Rent of Lands, which doubt- 
lefs will be confidered as the King’s Domain, to be difpofed 
of according to his Royal Will and Pleafure ; there is ano-~ 
ther Kind of Revenue in Virginia, as well as in others of 
thofe commonly called The Kzzg’s Colonzes, to diftinguifh 
them from Proprietary Rights, which is a perpetual Tax 
granted by the-Reprefentatives of the People, for the Support 
of Civil Government ; and fuch is the two Shillings Sterling 
per Hogfhead on Tobacco, out of which is taken the Go- 
yernor’s Salary of two thoufand Pounds per Annum, Now, 
~when Revenues of this Kind happen to increafe with Time, 
fo as vaftly to exceed the Sums they were intended at firft 
‘to ‘raife, it is humbly conceived, that the Surplus or yearly 
Yncreafe ought, in all Juftice, to be applied to public Ufes 
for the Service of the Colony, and not {quander’d away to 
gratify the Avarice of Particulars : a Practice which tends 
exceedingly to four the Minds of the Subjects in the 
Plantations, and often leads them to conceive hard and dif- 

agreeable 
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REMARKS on the Trade 


agreeable Notions of thofe who are appointed over them 
abroad, as well as of their Superiors at home. 


Tue fending over Men of high Rank and Quality to 


be Governors in the Plantations, in order chiefly to repair, 
in a fhort time, their broken and decay’d Fortunes, has 


~ often been attended with very bad Confequences, and even 


deftroyed the flourifhing Condition of many of the Co- 
lonies. Wherefore the Method; which of late Years has 
been followed in Virginia, feems to be much more eligible, 
viz. by appointing fome Statefman or great Officer about 
the King’s Perfon to be Goyernor in Chief, and fending 
over another Gentleman of. inferior Rank to be the acting 
Lieutenant-Governor, whofe Conduct abroad, as far as it is 
commendable or juftifiable, is fure to be well fupported 
by the Chief at home, againft-all the little frivolous and 
mutinous Complaints, which are too frequently made from 
thofe remote Parts by partial and ill-defigning Men. And 
it is very remarkable, that ever fince this has been the Me- 
thod of appointing Governors in Virginia, that Colony has 
not been fo fubject to Broils, and much lefs troublefome 
with Complaints to Ezg/and, than it formerly ufed to be. 


As to the Britz/b Merchant and the Planter’s Interefts, 
with refpect to their Conduct and Management, in car- 
rying on the Tobacco-Trade, they have each of them 
taken great Pains to purfue that Bufinefs in fuch a myfte- 
rious Way, as it is not eafy for thofe who are not im- 
mediately concerned therein, to trace ; and in truth it muft 
be own’d that the Multiplicity of Duties, Draw-backs, 
Bonds, and other Regulations of the Cuftoms, wherewith 
that Trade is perplexed, has in a manner forced the Mer- 
chant inte many little Contrivances, which in all Probabi- 


lity 
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and Government of VIRGINIA. 


lity would otherwife never have been thought on. But it 
is to be withed, that the honeft Merchant, and fair Trader, 
who has a due Regard to the public Intere{t of his Country, 
as well as his own Profit, would always confider the Vir- 

jnia Planter’s Intereft as infeparable from his own ; for it 
is impoffible but the Planter, whofe Eyes are open, muit 
daily perceive, That the Value of his Labour and Eftate 
rifes or falls in Proportion to the Application and Integrity 
of his Briti/b Factor ; and with refpect to the National 
Intereft of Great-Britain, if the Tobaccoes from Virgima 
are legally imported, and the Duties paid or accounted for, 
according to the Regulation of the King’s Cuftoms, 
thefe Factors, who render the faireft Account, and act 
the moft favourably for the Planter’s Benefit Abroad, ought 
to be preferr'd and encouraged, without regard to their 
Rank ; and indeed no jutt and wife Adminiftration can be 
fappofed to countenance any Set of Men in the Monopoly 
of fo confiderable a Branch of Trade, wherein they have 
no Pretence to any other Share, than the bare Commiuffion, 
of Factorage without either Labour or Rifque. An 
Emulation therefore, amongft thofe who are inclin’d to 
purchafe the Tobacco Abroad, or fet up for Confignments: 
at Home, which of them can_yield the beft Profit to the 
Planter, mut always tend to the Advantage of the Public ;, 
whofe Protection and Encouragement is ‘moft certainly 
due, in the firft Place, to him that raifes a Commodity 


under many hazardous Fatigues and Inconveniencies, to: the 


inriching of the. State. 


Auto’ Tobacco be a Staple Merchandife ever in De- 
mand, yet the Value rites and falls in. Proportion to its 
Goodnefs, and the Quantity. raifed from Year to Year ; 


which precarious Condition of the Planters Eftate in 
Bb AMericas, 
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America, requires a careful Oeconomy to inlarge or con- 
tract his yearly Commiffions to Britain for Goods) iaccord- 
ing to his Crop, and the current \Walueiof ‘Tobacco’ for 
when he atts otherwife, and fuffers:himéelf, by any Excefs 
of Luxury, to become confiderably im Debt to the Britifh 
Merchant or Factor, he muft be unavoidably reduced, in ‘a 
{hort time, to the Neceflity of mortgaging his Plantation, 
together with all his Slaves and Stock ; which difables him 
from dealing with whom he pleafes, and from finding any 
Fault with his Account of Sales, or with the Quality and 
Prices of fuch Briti/b and other European Commodities, as 
the Factor, or rather his Creditor, thinks fit to fend him 
from time to time ; which, in Fact, is the unhappy Situa- 
tion of two Thirds of the Virginia Planters at this time, 
who may be confider’d only as fo many working Slayes 
for the Benefit of their Fators in Great-Britain, with- 
out fo much as a Profpect of being releafed from that 
Bondage. 


; 
THERE being no Variety or Choice in Virginia, of any 
Merchandife to deal in but Tobacco, and the needy Planter 
being fo hamper'd and confined in the Difpofal of his Crop, 
as above defcribed, that Colony is by no means to be con- 
fidered as a proper Place for a young Merchant to improve 
his {mall Stock in Trade ; nor indeed for any one to fend 
his Adventure thither, who does not intend to be concern’d 
in the Commiffion Bufinefs of Confignments from thence. 
The other Colonies on the Main, who cannot afford a fuf. 
ficient Product for immediate Returns to Fiurope, are much 
better adapted for thefe Purpofes, as will more evidently 
appear in its proper Place, when we come hereafter to 
remark on the Nature of their Trade and Government. 


As 
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and Government of VirGinta. 187 


As to the College:erected in Virginia, and other Defigns 
of the like Nature}: which have been propofed for the 
Encouragement of Iuearning, it is only to be obferved in 
general, That altho’ great Advantages may accrue to the 
Mother-ftate, both from the Labour and Luxury of its 
Plantations, yet they will probably be miftaken, who 
imagine, That the Advancement of Literature, and the 
Improvement of Arts and Sciences in our American 
Colonies, can ever be of any Service to the Britz/b State. 
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